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AFPPD delegation of parliamentarians welcomed by Hon. Mme. Nguyen Thuy Anh (MP Vietnam; Chair of 

Parliamentary Committee of Social Affairs; Chair of Vietnam Association of Parliamentarians on Population and 

Development) at the Vietnamese National Assembly.  

 

INTRODUCTION  
 

On 6-7 September 2016, the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and 

Development (AFPPD) participated in the HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference in Hanoi, 

Vietnam with a delegation of 29 members of parliaments from 20 Asia-Pacific countries. This 

year’s conference theme centered on “The Economic Implications of Ageing,” aiming to raise 

awareness of the economic adaptations by low and middle income Asia-Pacific countries in 
response to rapid population ageing. During the conference, AFPPD has co-chaired a Special 

Session on the Role of Parliamentarians in Creating Active Ageing Societies with HelpAge 

International.  

 

On September 8, AFPPD also held its inaugural Standing Committee Meeting on Active Ageing 

in Hanoi with experts from the National Institute of Population and Social Security Research 

(Japan), the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UNESCAP), the World Health Organization (WHO), HelpAge International, the United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB). The meeting was 

also complemented by two study tours to the Vietnamese National Assembly and the Bach 

Nien Thien Duc Care Centre for the Elderly.  

 

The Asia-Pacific region is presently home to over half of the world’s population aged 60 years 

or above, and is ageing at a speed unprecedented in human history. As UN Member States 

embark on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, 

parliamentarians play a key role in advocating for changes in attitudes, policies and practices 

to ensure that older persons are viewed as active participants in the development process 

and whose rights must be respected. AFPPD’s participation in this conference, and its 1st 

Standing Committee Meeting on Active Ageing, have contributed to the overall dialogue, 

experience sharing and building of common approaches to this rapid demographic change. 

PARTICIPANTS FROM AFPPD 
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AFPPD assembled a delegation comprised of 29 parliamentarians from its National 

Committees to participate in the 2016 HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference and the 

inaugural Standing Committee Meeting of Active Ageing, as listed below: 

 

1. Hon. Chief Whip A.S.M. Feroz (MP Bangladesh) 

2. Hon. Ms. Fazilatun Nessa (MP Bangladesh) 

3. H.E. Mr. Jigme Zangpo (MP Bhutan, Speaker of Parliament, Chair of Bhutan 

National Committee on Population and Development,) 

4. H.E. Mr. Dasho Kuenga (MP Bhutan) 

5. H.E. Mr. Sathya Vuth (MP Cambodia) 

6. Hon. Mr. Tangata Vavia (MP Cook Islands, Chair of Parliamentary Group for 

Population and Sustainable Development Committee) 

7. Hon. Mr. Laxmi Narayan Yadav (MP India) 

8. Hon. Ms. Ermalena Muslim Hasbullah (MP Indonesia, Chair of Indonesian Forum 

of Parliamentarians on Population and Development) 

9. Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan, Chair of AFPPD, Co-Chair of AFPPD 

Standing Committee on Active Ageing) 

10. Hon. Ms. Aigul Nurkina (MP Kazakhstan) 

11. Hon. Mr. Osmonbek Artykbaev (MP Kyrgyzstan, Chair of National Committee of 

the Kyrgyzstan on Population and Development) 
12. Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh (MP Lao PDR) 

13. Hon. Mr. Datuk Aaron Ago Anak Dagang (MP Malaysia) 

14. Hon. Mr. Datuk Wilson Ugak Anak Kumbong (MP Malaysia) 

15. Hon. Mr. Ali Mohamed (MP Maldives) 

16. Hon. Mr. Badri Pandey (MP Nepal) 

17. Hon. Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi (MP Pakistan, Deputy Speaker of the National 

Assembly) 

18. Hon. Dr. Ibad Ullah (MP Pakistan) 

19. Hon. Rep. Rodel Batocabe (MP Philippines) 

20. Hon. Mr. S.B. Dissanayake (MP Sri Lanka, Minister of Social Empowerment and 

Welfare) 

21. Hon. Ms. Ashurova Gulbakhor (MP Tajikistan) 

22. Hon. Dr. Jetn Sirathranont (MP Thailand, Secretary-General of AFPPD) 

23. Hon. Mr. Virgilio da Costa Hornai (MP Timor-Leste)  

24. Hon. Ms. Domingas Alves da Silva (MP Timor-Leste) 

25. Hon. Ms. Jacinta Abucau Pereira (MP Timor-Leste) 

26. Hon. Lord Fusitu'a (MP Tonga, Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on Gender 

Equality and Women Empowerment) 

27. Hon. Mme. Nguyen Thuy Anh (MP Vietnam, Chair of Vietnam Association of 

Parliamentarians on Population and Development) 

28. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Hoang Mai (MP Vietnam) 

29. Hon. Ms. Bui Thu Hang (MP Vietnam) 
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SEPTEMBER 6: KEYNOTE SPEECH  
 

The 2016 HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference opened on September 6 with welcoming 

messages from the Government of Vietnam, the Tsao Foundation, the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) and HelpAge International. AFPPD Chairperson, Hon. Professor 

Keizo Takemi, delivered a keynote speech on population ageing, highlighting Universal 

Health Coverage (UHC) and the “Asia Health and Human Well-Being Initiative.” 
 

 
Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan and Chair of AFPPD) delivering the Keynote Presentation at the 2016 

HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference 

 

 

 
Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan and Chair of AFPPD) introducing the concept of the “wave” of ageing and 

expected increasing demand for health care in Asia 
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Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi 

MP Japan, Chair of AFPPD, Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on Active Ageing  

“Sustainability of Universal Health Coverage - Asia Health and Human Well-Being Initiative” 

 

Hon. Professor Takemi provided an overview of population ageing, showcasing the 

magnitude and speed of ageing in Asia-Pacific over time. He stressed that the demand for 

healthcare services for the elderly will expand in industrialized countries, and the world will 

see this ageing process gradually spreading like “waves” to affect middle and low income 

country groups as well. Achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is therefore a necessity 

to cope with the rise of expected non-communicable diseases (NCB), to mitigate risks and, in 

the ideal case, to prevent sickness in a fair and affordable manner. This is also reiterated in 

the Sustainable Development Goal 3.  

 

Hon. Professor Takemi also provided a brief overview of Japan’s past policy lessons in 

response to rapid population ageing, including the Long-Term Care Insurance System in 2000 

and the Integrated Community Care System in 2014. He highlighted healthy life expectancy1 

as essential to minimize the growing demand for medical and long-term care. Hon. Professor 

Takemi advised that as Asian countries continue to age, it is crucial that they construct their 

respective systems where medical and nursing care are provided integrally. Nursing care 

industries include both facilities and human resources such as long-term care providers, and 
should be designed primarily based on in-home care services from financial sustainability 

and human dignity perspectives.  

 

Additionally, Hon. Professor Takemi also introduced the Asia Health and Human Well-Being 

Initiative which aims to build a regional longer-term elderly care system based on the public-

private partnership. For instance, through establishing economic partnership agreements, 

the earlier ageing “wave” countries like Japan, which are already in short of long-term care 

providers, and the latecomer “wave” group, which will eventually require experienced 

nursing care personnel, can ensure human resource development and mobility across 

national boundaries. The central tenants of the Asia Health and Human Well-Being Initiative 

are the development of human resources, the creation of a seamless environment for the 

mobility of adequately trained nursing care-providers in Asia, and the exchange and return 

of human resources to their own homelands. Hon. Professor Takemi highlighted that this can 

be achieved only through close cooperation and experience-sharing among  governments, as 

well as the public and private sectors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1“Healthy life expectancy" was announced by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2000 as an index number that is 
calculated by subtracting the time expected to suffer from an illness from the predicted average life expectancy. 
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L-R: Hon. Chief Whip A.S.M. Feroz (MP Bangladesh), Hon. Dr. Jetn Sirathranont (MP Thailand, Secretary-General of 

AFPPD), Hon. Ms. Ermalena Muslim Hasbullah (MP Indonesia), Mr. Eduardo Klien (HelpAge International), Hon. 

Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan, Chair of AFPPD), Ms. Vanessa Steinmayer (UNESCAP), Ms. Mega Irena (ASEAN) 

 

SEPTEMBER 7: SPECIAL PARLIAMENTARIANS SESSION  
 

On September 7, AFPPD and HelpAge International co-organized the Special Session of the 

HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference in order to address the Role of Parliamentarians in 

Creating Active Ageing Societies and ensure that older persons are not left behind in the policy 

arena of their respective countries. This session provided a platform for Asia-Pacific 

parliamentarians and other stakeholders at the conference to discuss challenges and 
opportunities, and share their country experiences and policy options in response to rapid 

population ageing.  

 

Three Members of Parliament from the AFPPD delegation presented case studies from Japan 

(super-aged society), Thailand (ageing society) and Bangladesh, showcasing the situation in 

countries at different levels of ageing. 

Presenters 

o Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan, Chair of AFPPD, Co-Chair of AFPPD 

Standing Committee on Active Ageing) 

o Hon. Dr. Jetn. Sirathranont (MP Thailand, Secretary-General of AFPPD) 

o Hon. Chief Whip A.S.M. Feroz (MP Bangladesh) 

Moderators 

o Mr. Eduardo Klien (Regional Director, East Asia Pacific Regional Office, HelpAge 

International) 

o Hon. Ms. Ermalena Muslim Hasbullah (MP Indonesia, Chair of Indonesian Forum of 

Parliamentarians on Population and Development) 

Discussants  

o Ms. Vanessa Steinmayer (Population Affairs Officer, UNESCAP)  

o Ms. Mega Irena (Head of Poverty Eradication and Gender Equality Division, ASEAN) 
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Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan and Chair of AFPPD) presenting in the Special Session at the 2016 HelpAge 

Asia-Pacific Regional Conference 

 

Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi 

MP Japan, Chair of AFPPD, Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on Active Ageing  

“UHC and Ageing Populations – Lessons Learned in Japan” 

 

AFPPD Chairperson, Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi led the Special Session on “Universal 

Health Coverage and Ageing Populations” presenting the lessons learned in Japan. In his 

presentation, he highlighted the changes of population dynamics and traditional social 

patterns throughout Japan in the 20th century due to rapid urbanization and industrialization. 

Consequently, the rapid population ageing emerged in Japan along with many challenges. 

Hon. Professor Takemi highlighted the challenge of living arrangements faced by the elderly 

in particular, and Japan’s past policy to expand the capacity of welfare facilities. However, as 

it placed a heavy burden on public finance and risked being unsustainable, Japan changed its 

policy to focus more on in-home services. Nevertheless, this policy also had its own set of 

challenges such as increasing burden on the young population to care for the elderly.  

 

In the presentation, Hon. Professor Takemi also highlighted the “Healthy Life Expectancy” as 

essential to minimize the growing demand for medical and long-term care. He also presented 

on the Integrated Community Care System as a mechanism that ensures the provision of 

health care, nursing care, housing and livelihood support. The ideal is for the elderly to live 

their lives in their own ways, in an environment familiar to them, even if they are in need of 

long-term support. Within this framework, family care is still important as the majority of 

primary care givers are family members, whether they live together or not. However, they 

are formally employed and trained with enhanced work conditions. 
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Hon. Dr. Jetn Sirathranont (MP Thailand and Secretary-General of AFPPD) presenting in the Special Session at the 

2016 HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference 
 

Hon. Dr. Jetn Sirathranont 

MP Thailand and Secretary-General of AFPPD 

“Thailand’s Pilot Project on Community-Based Elderly Care” 

 

AFPPD Secretary-General, Hon. Dr. Jetn Sirathranont presented on long-term care (LTC) and 

the role of care-providers in Thailand. The LTC for the elderly has been incorporated in 

Thailand’s strategic plan, with recognition by the Ministry of Public Health to involve both 

family assistance as well as an effective supporting system of health care and social services. 

Nevertheless, Hon. Dr. Jetn stressed that the role of care managers still poses a challenge for 

Thailand. While family largely plays a traditional role in taking care of the elderly, there is 

also an increasing demand for care managers. However, the role and work of care managers 

remain unrecognized as a paid and independent profession in Thailand.  As a result, the 

majority of care managers are either elderly volunteers or nurses who have to juggle between 

their daily paid work and assignments as care managers. As Thailand is expected to become 

a super-aged society by 2040, the sustainability of future care managers poses a grand 

challenge for long-term care.  

 

Following an overview of Thailand’s ageing situation, Hon. Dr. Jetn presented a case study on 

a LTC pilot project by the Thai Ministry of Public Health and Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA). The project involves 6 sites in Thailand from 2013 to 2017 and consists of 

three components: 1) LTC Service Model Development; 2) Transmission of LTC Advanced 

Skills; and 3) Policy Recommendations. Hon. Dr. Jetn highlighted that the project serves as a 

good example of collaboration among different stakeholders, experience sharing among 

countries, in this case between Japan and Thailand, and the importance of long-term strategic 

thinking. 
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Hon. Chief Whip A.S.M. Feroz (MP Bangladesh) presenting in the Special Session at the 2016 HelpAge Asia-Pacific 

Regional Conference 
 

Hon. Chief Whip A.S.M. Feroz 

MP Bangladesh and Chief Whip 

“The Role of Parliamentarians in Creating Active Ageing Societies” 

 

Hon. Chief Whip A.S.M. Feroz presented on the Bangladeshi government’s initiatives for 

creating an active society. A video was shown which highlighted the country’s past progress 

towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and its preparation for the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Hon. Chief Whip Feroz highlighted the Global Strategy and Action 

Plan on Ageing and Health 2016-2020, adopted by the World Health Organization, and 

stressed on the role of parliamentarians in integrating global ageing into the process of 

development. 

 

Hon. Chief Whip Feroz spoke about the Old Age Allowance program in Bangladesh, 

established in 1998, which provides financial support to senior citizens. He also mentioned 

the Parents Care Act, enacted in 2013, which obliges children to take care of their parents at 

home or provide them with at least 10% of their incomes if they do not live together. 

Additionally, Hon. Chief Whip Feroz also highlighted civil society organizations’ efforts to 

promote active ageing in cooperation with the government.  

 

Discussion with Ms. Vanessa Steinmayer, Population Affairs Officer at UNESCAP 

 

In response to the presentations, Ms. Vanessa Steinmayer from UNESCAP stressed on the role 

of parliamentarians, their capacity to challenge their governments, and submit proposals that 

meet the needs of older people. She highlighted the Madrid International Plan of Action on 

Ageing (MIPAA) as a possible action plan that parliamentarians can use to trigger a process 

to create an active ageing society at the country level.  

 

Furthermore, Ms. Steinmayer mentioned that the topic of strengthening family functions 

have been commonly raised in the presentations. However, the question of government 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJR38LyPqi0&feature=youtu.be
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support for families to be able to care has not been thoroughly addressed. She further 

highlighted examples such as tax incentives, flexible working hours for care providers and 

“parents-care leave” based on a similar concept as maternity or paternity leave. Ms. 

Steinmayer also stressed that gender implications must be taken into account in policy 

formation as well. Nursing care responsibilities should hold for both male and female family 

members.  

 

Lastly, Ms. Steinmayer agreed that parliamentarians are encouraged to share experiences 

and to learn from each other.  Nonetheless, she reiterated that each county context is and will 

be different, which will require the respective countries’ own decision- and policy-making. 

 

Discussion with Ms. Mega Irena, Head of Poverty Eradication and Gender Equality 

Division at ASEAN  

 

Ms. Mega Irena from ASEAN spoke of the challenges faced by ASEAN in relation to population 

ageing. Unlike Japan, many ASEAN countries are not as well-resourced. The majority of the 

population live in the rural areas and lack contractual employment. The retirement age is 

blurry in the sense that “people continue to work as long as they are strong.” Additionally, 

only a small proportion of the ASEAN population is covered by the pension system while 

many rely on savings for support. She stressed that parliamentarians have a key role to 
address these challenges and improve budget proposals in these areas. 

 

Ms. Irena highlighted that family support for the elderly is still strong and rests as a 

conventional value in Southeast Asia. This may change in the next 20 years when other 

factors, such as education and urbanization, also change. However, a challenge for ASEAN 

today is the role of professional care providers. Ms. Irena mentioned that domestic workers 

have played the role to take care of the elderly in many cases despite their lack of professional 

training. Therefore, in addition to strengthening the capacity of family members to provide 

care for the elderly, there is also a greater demand for professionally-trained care providers. 

 

Lastly, Ms. Irena also mentioned the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly and the recent 

resolution on ageing, as well as the challenge to mainstream the issues of ageing into each 

country’s National Development Plan. She also stressed that ageing is cross-cutting with 

youth issues, which should be taken up at the same time as healthy ageing starts from the 

earlier stage of one’s life.     
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AFPPD delegation during the Vietnamese National Assembly Study Tour 

Study Tour and Working Dinner at the Vietnamese National Assembly  

 

 

 

Hon. Ms. Ashurova Gulbakhor (MP Tajikistan) and Hon. Ms. Domingas Alves da Silva (MP Timor-Leste) at the 

Vietnamese National Assembly  Study Tour  

 

Following the Special Session at the HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference, the AFPPD 

parliamentarian delegation conducted a study tour at the Vietnamese National Assembly. 

During the tour, parliamentarians had the opportunity to hear about the history of the 

National Assembly as well as the work of Vietnamese parliamentarians including legislative 

and oversight roles, and representative responsibilities. In addition, parliamentarians 

appreciated the highly historical photos and documents in the exhibition related to the 

establishment of the National Assembly and its important milestones and achievements since 

the first national election in 1946.  
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AFPPD delegation at the working dinner with Hon. Mme. Nguyen Thuy Anh (MP Vietnam).  Hon. Professor Keizo 

Takemi (MP Japan and Chair of AFPPD) is seated on her right;, Hon. Mr. S.B. Dissanayake (MP Sri Lanka) on her 

second left. 

 

 
Hon. Mr. Osmonbek Artykbaev (MP Kyrgyzstan) introducing himself at the working dinner  

 

After the study tour, the AFPPD parliamentarian delegation met with the members of the 

Parliament Standing Committee for Social Affairs (PCSA) and the Vietnamese Association of 

Parliamentarians on Population and Development (VAPPD) during a working dinner.2 During 

the welcome speech, Hon. Mme. Nguyen Thuy Anh, Chair of PCSA/VAPPD welcomed the 

AFPPD parliamentarian delegation. In turn, the AFPPD Chair, Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi 

acknowledged the fruitful collaboration between AFPPD and PCSA/VAPPD over the previous 

years and hoped to further strengthen this collaboration to address population and 

development issues. During the dinner, the AFPPD parliamentarian delegation and 

PCSA/VAPPD members had an opportunity to exchange experiences on the national 

parliamentary processes, major achievements and future directions of work.  

                                                           
2 AFPPD would like to express our appreciation to the WHO Representative in Vietnam, Dr. Lokky Wai and his team for their assistance 

in arranging the working meeting. 
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SEPTEMBER 8: INAUGURAL STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING ON ACTIVE 

AGEING  
 

 
Signing of MOU between AFPPD and HelpAge International presented by Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan and 

Chair of AFPPD) and Mr. Arun Maira (Chair of HelpAge International)   

 

 
Hon. Mr. Nguyen Hoang Mai (MP Vietnam; Incoming Vice Chairperson of PCAA and VAPPD) delivering welcome 

remarks for the meeting   

 

On September 8, AFPPD held its inaugural Standing Committee Meeting on Active Ageing 

which opened with the signing of the memorandum of understanding (MOU) between AFPPD 

and HelpAge International. AFPPD Chairperson and Co-Chair of the Standing Committee of 

Active Ageing, Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan) delivered opening remarks. This was 

followed by the welcoming remarks of Hon. Mr. Nguyen Hoang Mai (MP Vietnam), Vice 

Chairperson of PCSA and VAPPD, who highlighted the ageing situation in Vietnam and shared 

his hopes for the meeting.  
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Report from AFPPD 

 

 
AFPPD Executive Director, Mika Marumoto, presenting on the objectives and expected outcomes of the meeting  
 

 
Hon. Lord Fusitu’a (MP Tonga and Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on Gender Equality and Women’s 

Empowerment) presented on AFPPD’s cross-pollination of activities  

 

Ms. Mika Marumoto 

Executive Director, AFPPD 

 

Hon. Lord Fusitu’a  

MP Tonga and Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on Gender Equality and Women’s 

Empowerment  

 

After the opening, AFPPD Executive Director Mika Marumoto and Hon. Lord Fusitu’a (MP 

Tonga and Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on Gender Equality and Women’s 
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Empowerment) presented on AFPPD’s activities and strategic focus during the current 

strategic cycle (2016-2019) as well as in the Sustainable Development Goals framework, 

highlighting the role of parliamentarians in effective implementation of the SDGs. Ms. 

Marumoto spoke about AFPPD’s work at the national, regional and global levels, as well as 

the objectives and expected outputs of the Standing Committee Meeting. 

 

Hon. Lord Fusitu’a stressed on the cross-pollination of AFPPD activities. While the Standing 

Committee on Active Ageing was established to protect and promote the rights and dignity of 

older persons, it can also link to other areas including the social protection of older women. 

Additionally, he also mentioned AFPPD efforts on the elimination of child marriage, 

highlighting the South Asia Parliamentarians' Meeting on Child Marriage in Kathmandu in 

March 2016 and the Kathmandu Declaration. Hon. Lord Fusitu’a acknowledged that countries 

may not always share the same experiences and challenges, however, the opportunity for 

dialogue is still crucial to develop concrete solutions in tackling population issues.  

 

Session 1: Keynote Presentation 

 

 
Dr. Reiko Hayashi (National Institute of Population and Social Security Research) led the Keynote Presentation 
 

Dr. Reiko Hayashi  

Director, National Institute of Population and Social Security Research, Japan  

“Reality Check of Asia’s Diverse Ageing/Aged Societies: Data & Policy Implications” 

 

The Keynote Presentation for the Standing Committee Meeting on Active Ageing was 

delivered by Dr. Reiko Hayashi from the National Institute of Population and Social Security 

Research (IPSS) in Japan. Dr. Hayashi highlighted the Madrid International Plan of Action on 

Ageing (MIPAA) which covers issues ranging from active participation, safety nets and access 

to training by the elderly. She spoke about the drives of ageing, highlighting internal 

migration as well as the combination of increased life expectancy and decreased fertility rate. 

Dr. Hayashi focused on the health and well-being factors, stressing on the importance of an 

enabling and support environment for the elderly. This can be in the form of careful urban 

planning, effective care support and the promotion of a healthy image of ageing. She 
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emphasized that a comprehensive plan for a care system should take into account these 

different factors as well as mental disease and disability.  

 

After Dr. Hayashi’s presentation, the floor was opened to discussions, with comments and 

questions from Hon. Mr. S.B. Dissanayake (MP Sri Lanka and Minister of Social Empowerment 

and Welfare), Hon. Ms. Ashurova Gulbakhor (MP Tajikistan), H.E. Mr. Jigme Zangpo (MP 

Bhutan and Speaker of Parliament) and Hon. Rep. Rodel Batocabe (MP Philippines).  

 

Session 2: Regional and Global Policy Instruments, Framework and Action Plans on 

Ageing 

 

 
Mr. Srinivas Tata (UNESCAP) presenting on MIPAA Regional and Global Review Processes  

 

Mr. Srinivas Tata 

Chief, Social Policy and Population Section, Social Development Division of UNESCAP 

“Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing Regional and Global Review Processes” 

 

Mr. Srinivas Tata of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (UNESCAP) opened the second session with a presentation on the Madrid 

International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and its review processes. He provided an 

overview of MIPAA and the role of ESCAP in assisting States with national reviews and 

promote sharing of information in collaboration with other United Nations agencies and 

NGOs like HelpAge International. Additionally, Mr. Tata also acknowledged the role of 

parliamentarians in policy implementation, highlighting that issues of ageing can be raised in 

the national parliament to achieve greater attention. He stressed that there are many 

legislations aimed to protect the rights of older persons however the key challenge is in its 

implementation. In addition, Mr. Tata also spoke about the challenge with data collection and 

the need for Ministries to improve in this area in order to formulate more evidence-based 

policies.  
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Dr. John Beard (WHO) presenting on the Global Strategy and Action Plan on Ageing and Health  
 

Dr. John Beard 

Director, Department of Ageing and Life Course, World Health Organization 

“Global Strategy and Action Plan on Ageing and Health” 

 

Dr. John Beard of the World Health Organization (WHO) presented on the global strategy and 

action plan on ageing and health, firstly recommending the World Report on Ageing and 

Health (2015) by WHO as a potential guiding resource. Dr. Beard stressed that health is more 

than the absence of disease, incorporating the individual’s health and mental capacities as 

well. The environment of the individual was highlighted as an important factor, as it can 

greatly influence the well-being of the individual while also compensating for loss of 

functionality. Dr. Beard also spoke about other prioritized issues for the region including 

long-term care and gender implications. In addition, he presented on the Global Strategy and 

Action Plan, stressing on the need for commitment, improved health systems aligned for 

older populations, long-term care, age-friendly environments and better data collection.  

 

After the presentations of Mr. Tata and Dr. Beard, the floor was opened to questions and 

comments. Hon. Ms. Fazilatun Nessa (MP Bangladesh), Hon. Mr. Osmonbek Artykbaev (MP 

Kyrgyzstan), Hon. Ms. Jacinta Abucau Pereira (MP Timor-Leste), Hon. Mr. Badri Pandey (MP 

Nepal) and Hon. Mr. Laxmi Narayan Yadav (MP India) discussed the challenges and 

progresses in their respective country in response to the presentations.  

 

Mr. Tata and Dr. Beard concluded the session with several key remarks. Firstly, countries 

must start preparing for an ageing society. Although the percentage of the elderly population 

in some countries may be low, it is also crucial to also look at the absolute number as it is 

significant. Secondly, each context is different. Therefore, while sharing experiences and 

lessons learned is important, each country will have to think innovatively for their respective 

ageing situations. Lastly, the framing of ageing issue should also be balanced rather than a 

one-sided message where senior citizens are solely portrayed as society’s burden.   
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Session 3: Toward a Comprehensive, Holistic and Sustainable National Policy Design 

and Responses to Ageing - Challenges and Opportunities 

 
 

 
Mr. Eduardo Klien (HelpAge International) presenting on Evidence-based Holistic Policymaking  

  

Mr. Eduardo Klien 

Regional Director, East Asia and Pacific, HelpAge International  

“Evidence-based Holistic Policymaking - Global AgeWatch Index 2015” 

 

Mr. Eduardo Klien of HelpAge International, East Asia and Pacific Office, opened the third 

session with a presentation on evidence-based holistic policymaking. He spoke about 

HelpAge’s Global Age-Watch Index 2015 which consists of four domains to measure the well-

being of older persons: 1) income security, 2) health, 3) capacity and 4) enabling 

environment. Similar to the other presenters, Mr. Klien also stressed the need for better data 

collection. While substantial efforts and resources were devoted to developing the index, 

HelpAge is not satisfied with the quality of data and is currently revisiting the methodology. 

Mr. Klien also highlighted the political will and the design of schemes, ranging from pension 

to health care system, as critical components to address ageing issues. He urged 

parliamentarians to pay special attention to the design of policy or program when addressing 

these issues in order to avoid negative implications or unintended consequences. Lastly, Mr. 

Klien spoke about the negative image of ageing, highlighting that older persons are a resource 

to society under an enabling environment. He cited an example where the elderly played an 

important role in the distribution of food and non-food items, and participated in the 

planning of recovery processes, in the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan. It is therefore the role 

of everyone to design a society in which all population, including the elderly, can contribute 

to.  
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Mr. Soonman Kwon (ADB) presenting on the Financial Sustainability of a Social Security System  

 

 
Ms. Lubna Baqi (UNFPA) presenting on Understanding Gender Norms in Ageing and Policy Implications  

 

Ms. Lubna Baqi 

Deputy Regional Director, Asia-Pacific Regional Office, UNFPA 

Understanding Gender Norms in Ageing and Policy Implications 

 

Ms. Lubna Baqi of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) presented on the gender 

norms in ageing and policy implications highlighting that the majority of older persons are 

women. She spoke about the major gender gaps and its long term implications, including 

education and literacy disparity, income insecurity and labor participation. As women are 

more likely to engage in the informal sector, they are less likely to be covered by a pension as 

well as they age. Ms. Baqi also spoke about family structures, highlighting that a loss of a male 

spouse can result in high level of isolation and social exclusion for many women. There is a 

clear need to understand better the situations of older women. However, there is also a 

challenge in both data collection and data analysis. While many policies and action plans on 

ageing have been set, rarely do these policies make specific reference to older women. As 

women cannot be regarded as a homogenous group, different factors, including education, 

disability, health, must be analyzed comprehensively in order to tailor support for them.  
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Mr. Soonman Kwon 

Chief Health Advisor, Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department, ADB            

Financial Sustainability of a Social Security System  

 

Mr. Soonman Kwon presented on the financial sustainability of the social security system, 

stressing on the importance of Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and the role of primary care 

to promote an equitable and sustainable health and long-term care. Although investing in 

UHC may be costly for governments in the short-run, it is a crucial investment in the long-run 

for the sustainability of the health care system. Additionally, it has been proven to reduce the 

financial burden of health care in the long-run as well. This is particularly relevant for Asia-

Pacific where health expenditure is expected to rise with population ageing. Mr. Kwon further 
stressed on the need for coordination and continuum of care, particularly between healthcare 

and long-term care. However, today’s healthcare system and long-term care are generally 

very fragmented and disconnected. There is a need to reshuffle the delivery system such that 

care coordination and continuum of care are sustainable, and the need to empower the role 

of primary care systems in each country. 

 

Following the three presentations, comments and inputs were raised by Hon. Mr. Tangata 

Vavia (MP Cook Islands), Hon. Rep. Rodel Batocabe (MP Philippines), Hon. Mr. Datuk Aaron 

Ago Anak Dagang (MP Malaysia), Hon. Mr. Ali Mohamed (MP Maldives), Hon. Ms. Aigul 

Nurkina (MP Kazakhstan), Hon. Mr. Sathya Vuth (MP Cambodia), Hon. Ms. Bui Thu Hang (MP 

Vietnam) and Mr. Bounlert Louanedouangchanh (National Parliamentary Staff, Lao PDR) on 

behalf of Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh (MP Lao PDR).  

 

Mr. Klien, Ms. Baqi and Mr. Kwon concluded the session with several key remarks in response 

to the earlier discussion. Firstly, reforms must adapt to time and advocate for an age-friendly 

enabling environment. This is particularly relevant to the region as a large proportion of the 

population work in the informal sector and therefore lack access to credit and other supports. 

Secondly, the elderly is not a homogenous group. Even within the gender dimension, identity 

and sexual orientation are important factors as well. In order to promote a truly inclusive 

society, the promotion of older people’s rights is vital regardless of their gender identity. 

Thirdly, legislation is recognized an important part of policy. However, depending on the 

context, sometimes it is not sufficient to promote change. A country with a mandate that 

obliges family members to take care of the elderly may or may not work, depending on other 

factors such financial support and mechanisms. Each country is different and requires 

context-specific analysis.  

 

 Session 4: Developing the AFPPD’s Advocacy Plan on Active Ageing 

Following the three sessions, AFPPD parliamentarians were engaged in an open discussion 

on AFPPD’s future activities for the current strategic cycle (2016-2019) and advocacy plan 

on active ageing. General recommendations were discussed among participants to address 

ageing issues as well as country-specific future action plans from Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Cook 

Islands, Malaysia and Kazakhstan.  
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A tentative proposal will be discussed at the upcoming 81st Executive Committee Meeting on 

November 3, 2016. AFPPD Chair, Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi, and AFPPD Executive 

Director, Ms. Mika Marumoto, expressed their appreciation to the participants for their 

valued comments and observations, and wrapped up the meeting. 

 

 

 
L-R: Hon. Ms. Bui Thu Hang (MP Vietnam), Hon. Rep. Rodel Batocabe (MP Philippines), Hon. Mr. Tangata Vavia (MP 

Cook Islands), Hon. Ms. Ermalena Muslim Hasbullah (MP Indonesia), 

 

 

 
H.E. Mr. Jigme Zangpo (MP Bhutan and Speaker of Parliament) discussing Bhutan’s ageing situation with H.E. Mr. 

Dasho Kuenga (MP Bhutan) on his right.  
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AFPPD 1st Standing Committee on Active Ageing  

 

 
L-R: Resource Persons for the Standing Committee Meeting - Dr. Reiko Hayashi (National Institute of Population and 

Social Security Research), Mr. Soonman Kwon (Asian Development Bank), Mr. Srinivas Tata (UNESCAP)  

 

 
Hon. Mr. S.B. Dissanayake (MP Sri Lanka) discussing the ageing situation in Sri Lanka. Hon. Mr. Ali Mohamed (MP 

Maldives) and Hon. Mr. Badri Pandey (MP Nepal) are seated on his right. 
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Study Tour at the Bach Nien Thien Duc Care Centre for the Elderly  
 

 
Mr. Ngoc Tuan Nguyen, Director of the Thien Duc Care Center for the Elderly, presenting an overview of the center 

including its history, activities and challenges  
 

 
Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi (MP Japan and Chair of AFPPD) greeting one of the elderly in the center 
 

In addition to the study tour at the Vietnamese National Assembly, the AFPPD delegation of 

parliamentarians also visited the Bach Nien Thien Duc Care Centre for the Elderly in Hanoi. 

The delegation was received by Mr. Ngoc Tuan Nguyen, Director of the Care Center, who also 

presented an overview of the center. The Thien Duc Care Centre was officially established in 

2009 by Mr. Nguyen. He initially established the Minh Khaki health care center for the elderly 

in 2001 to fill the gap of elderly care facility in Vietnam. It became the first private service 

model in the country at the time, based on learning experiences from other countries 

including Australia, Germany and Japan.  

 

There are three centers in Hanoi with 110 staff including 70 nurses and care providers. 

Training is offered to care providers, and trainees can practice directly in the center. Foreign 

volunteers are also welcomed. Activities in the center include dancing, exercising, sight-

seeing, and swimming in the pool, among many others. The resident fee ranges from 250 USD 
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to 700 USD, depending on the room size and the health condition of the individual. However, 

health care insurance is not able to cover for elderly centers. The age range of the residents 

is 55 to 102 years old as of September 2016.  

 

Some key challenges for the center were raised during an open discussion. First, the lack of 

government support creates financial constraints, particularly to pay for land to build new 

centers. Additionally, there is also lack of support from international organizations despite 

Mr. Nguyen’s significant efforts. Second, there is limited funding for operations. Mr. Nguyen 

raised the possibility of taking out bank loans however, this also creates another challenge 

due to high interest rate. Third, staff shortage is a constant challenge to fully take advantage 

of the center capacity to respond to an increasing demand for services provided by the center.  

 

Following the presentation, AFPPD delegation of parliamentarians were invited to tour the 

center and greet the elderly residents.  
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CONCLUSION AND MAJOR OUTPUTS 
 

AFPPD aimed to deliver the following major outputs through the AFPPD’s participation in the 

HelpAge Asia Pacific Regional Conference and other planned activities within the current Strategic 

Plan 2016-2019.  

* Increased knowledge and understanding on gaps and needs of the AFPPD member 

countries’ ageing related national plans, policies and legislation; 

* Increased awareness of the role of parliamentarians and the imperative of political will to 

establish and/or maintain a proper social security system that anticipates population ageing 

and fertility decline; 

* Increased understanding on ageing specific regional and global commitments, namely, the 

Madrid International Plan for Action on Ageing and the WHO’s Global Strategy and Action 

Plan on Ageing and Health in order to strengthen commitment towards incorporating older 

persons into policy making processes to leave no older persons behind; 

* Improved knowledge on good practices, challenges, and policy options in responding to 

population ageing and promoting active and healthy ageing from a life course approach; 

* Increased awareness and understanding of what constitutes an age-friendly policy and 

legislation and financial implications to implement corresponding age-friendly programs; 

* Increased knowledge and information sharing among parliamentarians and partners on 

how to implement policies and legislation that take into account older persons’ experiences 

as well as families and communities. 

On 6-9 September, AFPPD mobilized 29 parliamentarians from Asia and the Pacific to actively 

participate in the HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference in order to increase their awareness on 

ageing issues faced by the region and translate their increased knowledge into national action.  

AFPPD successfully completed all the planned activities during the HelpAge Conference. The Special 

Session on the role of parliamentarians not only introduced country-specific experiences and lessons 

learned, but also policy prescriptive advice from experts.  Additionally, the inaugural meeting of the 

Standing Committee on Active Ageing created a venue for knowledge sharing and mutual learning 

between the parliamentarians and experts, as well as for strategic planning for the AFPPD to address 

ageing issues regionally and globally for the coming years.  Moreover, the AFPPD delegation 

conducted two study visits, one to the Vietnamese National Assembly to hold a working meeting 

among participating Members of Parliament and parliamentary staff members, and the other visit to 

the Bach Nien Thien Duc Care Centre for the Elderly to learn the challenges faced by the elderly, their 

families, and the communities. Parliamentarians’ open discussion and interactions with the center 

director, medical staff and care providers prompted them to reflect on the challenges faced by their 

respective countries’ older persons and urged them to revisit and consider the role of lawmakers in 

ensuring that older persons can lead a dignified last stage of their lives. 

These combined activities not only helped each parliamentarian to commit themselves and intensify 

their efforts to act on the national level, but also developed a sense of solidarity among the 

participating parliamentarians and parliamentary staff to address and mainstream ageing issues.  
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ANNEX 

Annex 1: List of Participants 
 

AFPPD Standing Committee Meeting on Active Ageing (September 8, 2016) 

List of Participants 

 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
 

1. Bangladesh 
Hon. Mr. A.S.M. Feroz, MP 
Chief Whip of Parliament 
 
Hon.  Ms. Fazilatun Nessa, MP 
 

2. Bhutan 
H.E. Mr. Jigme Zangpo, MP 
Speaker of Parliament 
Chair of Bhutan National Committee on 
Population and Development 
 
H.E. Mr. Dasho Kuenga, MP 
 

3. Cambodia 
H.E. Mr. Sathya Vuth, MP 
 

4. Cook Islands 
Hon. Mr. Tangata Vavia, MP 
Chair of Parliamentary Group for Population 
and Sustainable Development Committee 
 

5. India 
Hon. Mr. Laxmi Narayan Yadav, MP  
 

6. Indonesia 
Hon. Ms. Ermalena Muslim Hasbullah, MP 
Chair of Indonesian Forum of 
Parliamentarians on Population and 
Development 
 

7. Japan 
Hon. Professor Keizo Takemi, MP 
Chair of AFPPD 
Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on 
Active Ageing 
 
 

8. Kazakhstan  
Hon. Ms. Aigul Nurkina, MP 
 

9. Kyrgyzstan 
Hon. Mr. Osmonbek Artykbaev, MP 
Chair of National Committee of the 
Kyrgyzstan on Population and Development 
 

10. Lao PDR 
Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP 
 

11. Malaysia  
Hon. Mr. Datuk Aaron Ago Anak Dagang, 
MP  
 
Hon. Mr. Datuk Wilson Ugak Anak 
Kumbong, MP 
 

12. Maldives 
Hon. Mr. Ali Mohamed, MP 
 

13. Nepal 
Hon. Mr. Badri Pandey, MP 

 
14. Pakistan 

Hon. Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi, MP  
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 
 
Hon. Dr. Ibad Ullah, MP  
 

15. Philippines 
Hon. Rep. Rodel Batocabe 
 

16. Sri Lanka 
Hon. Mr. S.B. Dissanayake, MP 
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare 

 
17. Tajikistan 

Hon. Mrs. Ashurova Gulbakhor, MP 
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18. Thailand 
Hon. Dr. Jetn Sirathranont, MP 
Secretary-General of AFPPD 
 

19. Timor Leste 
Hon. Mr. Virgilio da Costa Hornai, MP 
 
Hon. Ms. Domingas Alves da Silva, MP 
 
Hon. Ms. Jacinta Abucau Pereira, MP 
 

20. Tonga 
Hon. Lord Fusitu'a, MP 
Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing Committee on 
Gender Equality and Women Empowerment 
 

21. Vietnam 
Hon. Mme. Nguyen Thuy Anh, MP  
Chair of the Parliamentary Committee for 
Social Affairs and Vietnamese Association of 
Parliamentarians on Population and 
Development 
 
Hon. Mr. Nguyen Hoang Mai, MP 
 
Hon. Ms. Bui Thu Hang, MP 
 
RESOURCE PERSONS 
 
Ms. Lubna Baqi 
Deputy Regional Director, Asia and the Pacific 
Office of UNFPA 
 
Dr. John Beard 
Director, Department of Ageing and Life 
Course, World Health Organization  
 
Dr. Reiko Hayashi 
Director, Department of International 
Research and Co-operation, National Institute 
of Population and Social Security Research 
 
Mr. Eduardo Klien 
Regional Director, East Asia and Pacific, 
HelpAge International 
 
Mr. Soonman Kwon 
Chief Health Advisor, Sustainable 
Development and Climate Change 
Department, Asian Development Bank  

 

Mr. Peter Morrison  

Regional Programme Manager, HelpAge 

International 

 
Ms. Vanessa Steinmayer 
Population Affairs Officer, Social 
Development Division of UNESCAP 
 
Mr. Srinivas Tata 
Chief, Social Policy and Population Section, 
Social Development Division of UNESCAP 
 
OBSERVERS 
 
Ms. Peh K. Choo 
Chief Programs, Tsao Foundation 
 
Mr. Ki-Hyun Hahm 
Technical Officer, World Health Organization 
WPRO 
 
Dr. Takeshi Kasai 
Director of Programme Management, World 
Health Organization WPRO 
 
Mr. Arun Maira 
Chair, HelpAge International 
 
Mr. Chris Roles 
Director, Age International, UK 
 
Ms. Nguyen Ngoc Thu 
Officer of the National Assembly, Vietnam  
 
Mr. Mitsuhiro Ushio 
Advisor to the Ministry of Health, Vietnam 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
 
Mr. Roy Wadia 
Communications, UNFPA APRO 
 
PARLIAMENTARY AND NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT STAFF 
 
Bangladesh 
Mr. Mohammad Barad Hossain 
Private Secretary to Chief Whip 
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Mr. M.A. Kamal Billah 
Deputy Secretary and Director of SPCPD 
Project 
 
Cambodia 
H.E. Mr. Ouk Damry 
Secretary General of CAPPD 
 
Mr. Eng Vannak 
National Assembly Officer 
 
India 
Mr. Manmohan Sharma 
Executive Secretary, Indian Association of 
Parliamentarians on Population and 
Development  
  
Japan 
Mr. Hikaru Izumiya 
Policy Advisor to Hon. Professor Takemi 
The House of Councillors of Japan 
 
Lao PDR 
Mr. Bounlert Louanedouangchanh 
National Parliamentary Staff 
 
Malaysia 
Mr. Zamrizam Samsuri 
Secretary to the Delegation  
 
 

Sri Lanka 
Mr. Suvinda Samarakoon Singapooli 
Director, National Secretariat for Elders, 
Ministry of Social Empowerment and Welfare 
 
Mrs. Thamara Dissanayake  
Private Secretary to the Hon. Minister 
 
Timor Leste 
Ms. Jesuina Conceição  dos Reis Pereira 
National Parliamentary Staff 
 
AFPPD SECRETARIAT 
 
Dr. Mika Marumoto 
Executive Director 
 
Ms. Seema Gaikwad 
Policy Research and Advocacy Advisor 
 
Ms. Pornprapas Sappapan 
Administration Manager 
 
Ms. Salima Kasymova 
Programme Specialist 
 
Ms. Madevi Sun-Suon 
Special Assistant to the Executive Director 
 
Ms. Jirapa Rerkphongsri 
Account Office

 

 

TOTAL: 62  

MPs: 29 

Male: 21 

Female: 8  

Resource Persons: 8  

Observers: 8 

Parliamentary/Government and 

National Committee Secretariat 

Staff: 11  

AFPPD Secretariat Staff: 6 
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Annex 2: Standing Committee Meeting Agenda   
 

TIME AGENDA   
 

9:00 
 
 
 
9:10 
 

Opening Remarks by AFPPD Chair and Co-Chair of the Standing Committee on Active Ageing 
Hon. Prof. Keizo Takemi, MP Japan, AFPPD Chair 
 
Welcoming Remarks  
Hon. Mr. Nguyen Hoang Mai, Vice-Chair of the Vietnamese National Assembly Social Affairs 
Committee  

9:15 Report from the AFPPD  
Ms. Mika Marumoto, AFPPD Executive Director 
Hon. Lord Fusitu’a, MP Tonga, Co-Chair of the Standing Committee on Gender Equality and 
Women’s Empowerment  

 9:25   
 
 
 
 
 
   
9:45 

Session 1:  Keynote Presentation - “Reality Check of Asia’s Diverse Ageing/Aged Societies: Data 
& Policy Implications” 
 
Hon. Prof. Keizo Takemi, AFPPD Chair 
Dr. Reiko Hayashi, Director, National Institute of Population and Social Security 
Research Japan (IPSS)  
 
Q&A – Discussion  

10:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:15 

Session 2:  Regional and Global Policy Instruments/Framework and Action Plans on Ageing  
 
UNESCAP 
Mr. Srinivas Tata, Chief, Social Policy and Population Section  
* Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing Regional and Global Review Processes 
 
WHO  
Dr. John Beard, Director of Ageing and Life Course  
* Global Strategy and Action Plan on Ageing and Health & Life Course Approach 
Q&A - Discussion  

10:45      Coffee Break 

11.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 3:  Toward a Comprehensive, Holistic and Sustainable National Policy Design and 
Responses to Ageing  ~ Challenges and Opportunities 
 
HelpAge International  
Mr. Eduardo Klien, Regional Director, HelpAge International East Asia/Pacific 
* Evidence-based Holistic Policymaking - Global AgeWatch Index 2015  
 
UNFPA  
Ms. Lubna Baqi, Deputy Regional Director, Asia-Pacific Regional Office 
* Understanding Gender Norms in Ageing and Policy Implications  
 
Asian Development Bank  

Mr. Soonman Kwon, Chief Health Advisor, Sustainable Development and Climate Change 
Department 
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11:20 

* Financial Sustainability of a Social Security System (i.e., UHC, Long-Term Elderly Care) 
 
Q&A – Discussion  
 

11:50 Session 4:  Developing the AFPPD’s Advocacy Plan on Active Ageing 
 
Open Discussion for a draft advocacy plan on active ageing and AFPPD’s future activities for the 
current strategic cycle (2016-2019).  Recommendations will be made and presented to the AFPPD 
81st Executive Committee on November 3. 
 
Current Standing Committee Members: 
1) Bhutan; 2) Cambodia; 3) Cook Islands; 4) India; 5) Indonesia; 6) Japan;  
7) Kazakhstan; 8) Lao PDR; 9) Nepal; 10) Thailand; 11) Tonga 
Prospective Members:     
1) Bangladesh; 2) Kyrgyzstan; 3) Malaysia; 4) Maldives; 5) Pakistan; 6) Philippines; 7) Tajikistan;  
8) Timor-Leste; 9) Vietnam 
Experts’ Inputs and suggestions 
 

12:30 Chair’s Warp-up 
 

12:40  Closing Remarks 

Hon. Prof. Keizo Takemi, MP Japan, Co-Chair of the Standing Committee 
 

12:45  Meeting adjourns 
 

 
 
14:00 

Lunch  
 
Depart the Hotel for the Standing Committee Study Tour  
 

14:30 
 

Study Tour: Thien Duc Elderly Care Center Trung Tâm Chăm Sóc Người Cao Tuổi Thiên Đức 
Add: Xóm 3 Đường Đông Ngạc, Xã Đông Ngạc, Huyện Từ Liêm, Hà Nội  

 
16:00 

 
Return to the Hotel 
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Annex 3: September 6 Presentation  
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Annex 4: September 7 Presentations  
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Annex 5: September 8 Presentations 
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Annex 6: Evaluation of the Parliamentarian Session and the Standing Committee Meeting  
 

* Please note that the comments have been edited for brevity and appropriate grammar where needed 

Total respondents: 24 participants  

 

September 7, 2016 – HelpAge Asia-Pacific Regional Conference Special Session (co-organized 

by AFPPD and HelpAge International) 

 

Highlighted Comments:  

 The lessons learned from the Japanese experience were useful. 

 The Questions and Answers discussion following the presentations was active and interesting.  
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September 8, 2016 - Inaugural AFPPD Standing Committee Meeting on Active Ageing 
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Highlighted Comments 

Most Interesting:  

 The data in Dr. Hayashi’s presentation from Session 1 was useful as evidence. 
 

 Session 2 on Regional and Global Policy Instruments, Framework and Action Plans on Ageing 
is highly relevant to MPs. (This was expressed by 3 participants, with one participant 

highlighting Dr. Beard’s presentation on Global Strategy and Action Plan on Ageing and 

Health as “most interesting”) 

 

 The sharing of experiences and lessons learned among countries was very useful. (This was 

expressed by 7 participants) 

 

Least Interesting: 

 Session 1 was too data and graph intensive. 

 

Learn More: 

 I want to learn more about sustainable national policy, financial sustainability and long-term 

care. (This was expressed by 5 participants) 

 

 I want to learn more on how to design programs for the elderly.  
 

 I want to learn more about the future steps taken by parliamentarians to implement the 
recommendations of this meeting in their countries. 

 

 I want to learn more about the integrated community model. 

 

Future Actions: 

 I will encourage the government to revise the national populations and development policies 

to address ageing. 

 

 I will draft a national act on caring for the elderly in my country.  

 

 I will try to promote the policy budget for this issue.  
 

 I will advocate and give information from this conference/meeting to the rural areas, and 

identify areas for action plan. 

 

 I will look more into health provisions particularly special treatment and hospitals for the 

elderly.  
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Other:  

 Concerning the length of the Standing Committee Meeting, the majority of participants 
(83%) found it to be appropriate. One participant mentioned that it “could have been longer” 

while two expressed that it was “too long/elaborative.” 

 

 The AFPPD Secretariat was excellent and the Chair is a visionary. 
 

Highlighted Recommendations 

 Pre-prepared country presentations tended to show an "all-well" picture but it would have 

been better for MPs to share more of their concerns and shortcomings. 

 

 It was good that the Standing Committee Meeting came after the HelpAge Conference. We 
should continue with this practice. 

 

 More information on minimum basic standards on law and policies for old people would have 
been helpful. 

 

 Constant and repeated sessions are required for follow-up. 

 

 

 


