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OPENING SESSION

il Wi e,
The AFPPD-LAPPD Parliamentarians Workshop engaged over 25 Lao Members of Parliament and Vice Ministers
in discussions on active ageing, investing in youth and gender equality and women'’s empowerment on May 30-31,

2017, in Vientiane, Lao PDR. (Photo: AFPPD)

Mr. Bounlert Loungdouangchanh, Director General of the Department of Media, commenced the
workshop by remarking on the partnership of the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population
and Development (AFPPD) and the Lao Association of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development (LAPPD) in organizing the workshop. He introduced key participants of the workshop
before handing over the floor to Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh.

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs and President of LAPPD

Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh convened the workshop and welcomed participants. He expressed
his desire for all participants to engage meaningfully and strive to achieve the plans of the National
Assembly through such opportunities. He then requested Dr. Mika Marumoto to share the objectives
and expectations of the workshop.

Workshop Objectives and Agenda
Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director of AFPPD

AFPPD Executive Director, Dr. Mika Marumoto, introduced herself and welcomed the participants to
the workshop. She expressed her delight in having the opportunity to organize such a workshop in
Lao PDR for the first time, and commended the commitment of the participants in taking the agenda
forward.

Dr. Mika Marumoto started her presentation by answering three questions:

1. Whatis AFPPD?
2. Why work with AFPPD?



3. Why is working with “Parliamentarians” in the SDG era critically important?

Dr. Mika Marumoto provided a brief background of AFPPD. She shared that AFPPD is the oldest
regional parliamentary network in the world, established in 1981. It currently has a network of 29
national committees in the Asia-Pacific region. The relationship between the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
was highlighted as integral in the AFPPD framework. The important role of parliamentarians in
carrying forward this agenda was duly emphasized.

“We acknowledge the essential role of national parliaments through their enactment of
legislation and adoption of budgets and their role in ensuring accountability for the effective
implementation of our commitments.”

Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Declaration (para 45)

Dr. Mika Marumoto then shared the objectives of the workshop:

1. To better inform Lao Members of Parliament (MPs) of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in relation to the AFPPD Strategic Priorities Framework and the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) agenda, targets and indicators, focusing
on Lao PDR’s national commitments and priorities;

2. Toincrease Lao parliamentarians’ knowledge of international standards and good practices
of ICPD-related legislation and policies, especially related to AFPPD’s strategic priority issues;

3. To increase MPs’ capacity to legislate for full achievement of AFPPD’s strategic priority
targets related to the SDGs, including gender equality and women’s empowerment (GEWE),
universal access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services, information and
education, and specific needs of young people and elderly populations; and

4. To expand the pool of parliamentarians who have sufficient knowledge to advocate for
AFPPD'’s strategic priority issues and the ICPD agenda.

The expectations of the workshop were also shared:

1. Increased understanding by LAPPD members on the role of AFPPD, focusing on AFPPD-
LAPPD synergies and opportunities;

2. Increased awareness by LAPPD members on AFPPD’s strategic issues (women and girls,
youth, and ageing populations) in the context of Lao PDR’s situations;

3. Identified priority issues for LAPPD to work on within Lao PDR’s various National Plans as
well as AFPPD’s Strategic Framework 2016-2019; and

4. Development of a cohesive set of advocacy action plans for LAPPD members to act as
champion policy advocates on prioritizing ICPD issues in the national planning and
implementation of the SDGs.

In closing, Dr. Mika Marumoto expressed her confidence in the success of LAPPD and thanked the
parliamentarians for their dedication. She also shared her hope for the workshop to result in
identifying common areas of collaboration between AFPPD and LAPPD.

Keynote Speech
Ms. Frederika Meijer, UNFPA Representative Lao PDR Country Office

Ms. Frederika Meijer expressed her gratitude for the invitation extended to her to attend this
workshop, noting that such workshops provided an important platform to exchange lessons learned



and identify means to enhance collected efforts in accomplishing the SDGs and the ICPD agenda in
the region, and Lao PDR. She pointed out that this workshop comes at an especially crucial time, as
Lao PDR and other Asian countries endeavor to accelerate efforts to achieve the 2030 Agenda as well
as the ICPD Agenda which serves as a prerequisite for the SDGs. Family planning and more broadly
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) were highlighted as key ingredients of this
endeavor. Ms. Frederika Meijer remarked that the 2030 Agenda emphasizes the idea of
“transformation” in the realization of a different vision of what development entails. SRHR, in
particular, is at the heart of this “transformation” toward building more caring societies that the 2030
Agenda calls for. Therefore, Ms. Frederika Meijer pointed out that this workshop would provide an
excellent opportunity to reflect on how far Lao PDR has come in its endeavor to achieve this ideal and
identify the way forward. Acknowledging the enormous progress achieved by Lao PDR in the recent
years in reducing maternal mortality rate, she admitted that challenges remain. Access to family
planning and SRHR services continue to remain a big challenge in Lao PDR.

Ms. Frederika Meijer highlighted that a key condition to expanding access to services as well as
improving quality is increasing public investment in health services. It was explained that while Lao
PDR has made notable progress, public health expenditure as a percentage to GDP is still relatively
low in comparison to other countries in the ASEAN region. Furthermore, despite good investments
in education, low school attendance and high dropout rate by young girls continue to pose challenges.
One important contributing factor to this high dropout rate is the high adolescent birth rate in Lao
PDR, which is the highest in the region. Towards this, Ms. Frederika Meijer emphasized on the high
payoff of social and economic policies investing in education and employment of young people,
especially girls, through meaningful multi-sectoral partnerships.

In conclusion, Ms. Frederika Meijer on behalf of UNFPA applauded Lao PDR for setting itself the goal
of graduating from the LDC (Least Developed Country) status by the year 2020. UNFPA pledged its
support in ensuring the full realization of this goal.

Animation Film: ‘NOI

Ms. Frederika Meijer then introduced the animation film ‘NOI’ produced by UNFPA as part of the ‘NOI
Campaign’ launched on the International Girl Child Day in 2016. Noi is a 10 year old girl who
represents all adolescent girls aged 10-19 years in Lao PDR, drawing attention to the critical issues
faced by these young girls, including the lack of education and job opportunities, and poor health and
nutrition. Ms. Frederika Meijer then distributed the Noi keychain, developed by UNFPA, and urged
parliamentarians to perceive Noi as the “key to sustainable development.”

Opening Remarks

Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and Cultural Affairs and
President of LAPPD

Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh expressed his appreciation for being invited as Chair of the
workshop. On behalf of the National Assembly Committee of Social and Cultural Affairs and LAPPD,
he shared words of warm welcome and gratitude to all participants, who have travelled both
domestically as well as internationally to attend this important workshop. He shared special
acknowledgement to AFPPD for successfully organizing the workshop in collaboration with the
National Assembly, and to UNFPA for continuing to be an active supporter in population and
development issues in Lao PDR.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE4aSYOq3Y8

Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh pointed out that the entire world, including the region, continue to
face various challenges such as economic deterioration, natural and environmental disasters,
international criminal activities, political conflicts, spread of diseases, human trafficking, among
others. In particular, issues pertaining to the violation of the rights of women and children, and lack
of care for the elderly, pose serious threats to the socio-economic development of Lao PDR. Towards
this, he commended international effort such as the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh acknowledged the
existing issues of violation of women and children in Lao PDR. He stressed that the Laotian
government is paying special attention to this issue, and efforts to protect and promote gender
equality is clearly stated in the Constitution of Lao PDR. Mechanisms are also in place at the central
and grassroots levels. However, challenges remain, especially in access to health services.

In closing, Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh agreed that this workshop presented a good opportunity
to inform Laotian MPs and the Committee of Social and Cultural Affairs on the population and
development agenda. He noted that such workshops allow MPs to gain knowledge on international
standards and good practices, especially ICPD-related legislation and policies, including AFPPD’s
strategic priority issues. Therefore, in order to meet the workshop objectives and expected outcomes,
Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh urged the participants to engage meaningfully in collectively
identifying viable solutions for Lao PDR.
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Dr. Mika Marumoto, AFPPD Executive Director, Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP Lao PDR and LAPPD
President, Ms. Frederika Meijer, UNFPA Lao Country Office Representative, presented AFPPD’s flagship knowledge
product, the Briefing Cards for Parliamentarians. (Photo: AFPPD)



https://www.afppd.org/Resources/39-briefing-cards.pdf

SESSION 1: LAO PDR AND OVERVIEW OF THE SDGS AND ICPD

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs and President of LAPPD

Presentations

1. “AFPPD Strategic Plan for 2016-2019 & Legislation Analysis of Lao PDR": Dr. Mika
Marumoto, Executive Director of AFPPD

Dr. Mika Marumoto started by conveying the honor of having both international experts and Lao
government officials to present in this session. The objectives of the presentation were to understand
the AFPPD Strategic Plan and Framework (how it is linked with the ICPD agenda and the SDGs), and
how AFPPD and LAPPD can identify common priority advocacy issues to collaborate on.

Dr. Mika Marumoto emphasized that AFPPD strives to empower parliamentarians to advance the
ICPD Program of Action (PoA), MDGs and now SDGs. She first provided a brief background about the
AFPPD Strategic Plan 2016 and its aim to achieve its four outcomes: national capacity building,
meaningful partnerships, political influence, and good governance. Dr. Mika Marumoto stressed that
AFPPD’s Strategic Framework takes into consideration the ICPD PoA and the SDGs, and implements
parliamentary advocacy work on its three strategic issues of investing in youth, gender equality and
women’s empowerment, and active ageing based on the three guiding documents: AFPPD Strategic
Plan 2016-2019; AFPPD Standing Committees Strategic Priorities Framework; and AFPPD
Constitution.

In order to illustrate the inter-linkage between the ICPD and SDGs, Dr. Mika Marumoto highlighted
SDG 3, particularly SDG 3.7: “By 2030, ensure universal access to SRH services including family
planning, information and education, and the integration of reproductive health into national
strategies and programs.” Citing the Copenhagen Consensus Group’s projection, she stressed that
investing in SRH projects would generate higher returns compared to other investments, which
would result in reduced IMR/MMR, longer survival and higher productivity, higher women’s labor
participation and greater investment in the human capital of children. Towards that, a video called
“The Girl Effect” produced by CARE was presented to the participants.

In addressing how AFPPD and LAPPD can collaborate towards parliamentary advocacy, Dr. Mika
Marumoto introduced the AFPPD Legislation Analysis Project. She explained that the process of this
projectincludes identifying international norms and legal frameworks, and exploring the consistency
of domestic laws with the Lao Government’s international commitments. Participants were directed
to the Lao PDR Fact Sheet — an outcome of the Legislation Analysis Project, where recommendations
for Lao PDR are indicated. The legislation analysis and the fact sheets create an avenue for adequate
and specific legal and policy advocacy, based on the legislative gaps identified. Dr. Mika Marumoto
urged parliamentarians to review and provide feedback over the course of the workshop, which
would guide areas of collaboration between AFPPD and LAPPD.

2. “SDGsand Lao Government Initiatives,” focus on budget allocation, accountability, data
collection, analysis and use of data for policy development: H.E. Dr. Kikeo
Chanthaboury, Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e8xgF0JtVg

H.E. Dr. Kikeo Chanthabour (left), Vice Minister of Planning and Investment of Lao PDR, noted that data collection
and analysis are challenges in the implementation of the SDGs in Lao PDR. (Photo: AFPPD)

H.E. Dr. Kikeo Chanthaboury expressed his appreciation for the invitation to be part of the workshop
towards the implementation and integration of the SDGs in the social and economic plan of the Lao
government.

H.E. Dr. Kikeo Chanthaboury shared that the National Assembly is paying due attention to population
and development issues in the country. He remarked that the Lao vision and the 2030 Agenda are
aligned. It was reported that Lao PDR has successfully mainstreamed and localized a significant
proportion of the SDG indicators into its national planning. The SDGs are also integrated into longer-
term framework such as the Ten-Year Socio-Economic Development Strategy and Vision 2030 to
provide continuity of implementation. Furthermore, it was shared that the government has also
established a National Steering Committee, a National Secretariat and focal points at relevant
ministries and institutions. Efforts are also underway to prioritize the SDGs into provincial plans.
The ultimate goal is to graduate Lao PDR from the LDC status, towards a modern and industrialized
society with stable economic growth and improved living standards of its people.

However, challenges remain. H.E. Dr. Kikeo Chanthaboury pointed out that data collection and quality
of data remains an obstacle in this endeavor. Lao PDR is one of the poorest countries in the world,
and therefore lacks sufficient budget for the continuation of quality research to penetrate
information at the grassroots level. A deep understanding of implementation and outreach at the
local level is essential. Therefore, Lao PDR requires a serious mobilization of funds to carry out the
implementation of SDGs-mainstreaming into their national plans.

3. “Role of Social and Cultural Affairs Committee in Implementing and Oversight of the
SDGs”: Hon. Ms. Manivanh Yearpaoher, Vice Chairman of the Committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs and Vice President of LAPPD
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Hon. Ms. Manivanh Yearpaoher (left), MP Lao PDR and Vice President of LAPPD, spoke about the role of the Social
and Cultural Affairs Committee in the implementation and oversight of the SDGs. (Photo: AFPPD)

Hon. Ms. Manivanh Yearpaoher presented on three areas: meaning of population and development
in the Lao context; success achieved by Lao PDR; and the way forward. Throughout the presentation,
she stressed that population and development must be well balanced and integrated in line with
current trends of population growth, environment, reproductive health issues, and the ageing
population. Lao PDR must be proactive in implementing the international agenda such as the SDGs
and the ICPDs, and integrating it into the social and economic development plans of the country.
Ultimately, all efforts must be geared towards improving the lives of the Lao people and shifting the
country from the LDC status by 2020.

Hon. Ms. Manivanh Yearpaoher informed the workshop that Lao PDR has placed population and
development issues high on its agenda. For this reason, the Committee of Social and Cultural Affairs
of the National Assembly was established in 2003. The responsibility of the Committee is to
implement legislation, ensure social services, and disseminate necessary information to the people.
It has published and distributed materials on SRHR and family planning to parliamentarians to
provide guidance in budget planning of the state. Efforts to improve capacity at both the central and
local levels are also made through workshops/meetings and study tours between countries. As a
result, Lao PDR has achieved much progress in the recent years. However, challenges remain.
Economic development of the country continues to be slow; disparities between the rural and urban
areas remain; MDGs have not yet been achieved; education and health of women and children are
lagging; and Unexploded Ordinances (UXOs) still exist.

Hon. Ms. Manivanh Yeapaoher ended her presentation by providing the way forward for the Social
and Cultural Affairs Committee. The Committee will continue to prioritize population and
development in Lao PDR with the ultimate goal of graduating from the LDC status by 2020 and
achieving the desired targets of the SDGs by 2030. The National Assembly and the Social and Cultural
Affairs Committee will ensure the continuity of the important role that parliamentarians play in the
achievement of these goals.

4. “Allocating Health Budgets - Theory and Good Practices in Achieving SDG 3”: Dr.
Anderson Stanciole, Technical Advisor on Health Economics, UNFPA
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Dr. Anderson Stanciole, Technical Advisor on Health Economics at UNFPA, presented three cases of good practices
on health budgeting in Bangladesh, Fiji and Nepal. (Photo: AFPPD)
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Dr. Anderson Stanciole expressed his gratitude to AFPPD for extending him the invitation to
participate in the workshop. He remarked that this meeting of parliamentarians presented a good
opportunity to discuss budget analysis and good practices from other countries, which may guide
Lao PDR to improve transparency and application of good practices. Towards this, he presented on
three areas: introduction of budget advocacy; good examples of budget analysis and advocacy from
other countries in the region; and key questions that need to be addressed in this endeavor.

Dr. Anderson Stanciole first provided the definition of budget analysis and advocacy: “A strategic
approach to influence governments’ budget choices, aimed at achieving clear and specific outcomes—
e.g., healthier people, less poverty, or improved governance” as stated by the International Budget
Partnership. He explained that it is comprised of budget analysis and strategic advocacy, which then
can then achieve efficient and equitable allocation and spending of national budget; support and
empowerment of civil society to participate actively in political decision making; and strengthened
transparency in budget that can improve public confidence in the government. Parliamentarians’
role in efficient budget allocation was highlighted, urging parliamentarians to advocate for increased
budget on SRHR.

Dr. Anderson Stanciole presented three cases of good practices of budgeting:

1) Bangladesh: The Government of Bangladesh has made a great effort in implementing Gender
Responsive Budgeting. The three main efforts include: putting the Gender Frame into the
Medium Term Budget Framework, and articulating the impact of policies on gender;
developing a database to calculate expenditure on women; and finally requiring a Gender
Budget Report which reviews women’s advancement in the budget.

2) Fiji: In an effort to track and monitor public expenditure on children, aggregate child-specific
spending in each part of the government was determined using Boost Data Base that was
developed by the World Bank. This analysis resulted in finding that expenditure on children
was relatively lower than suggested by the government.

3) Nepal: The Analysis of Expenditure Allocation and Spending for Maternal Health in Nepal
used similar method as the Fiji case, by determining expenditure of each facility specifically



related to maternal health. The study found that spending on maternal health has increased
from 2007 /2008.

However, Dr. Anderson Stanciole concluded that in order to enable the success of good practices,
there are some prerequisites: the data should exist and be accessible; the country should have basic
capability of analysis to help the external researchers; and advocacy should have some efficacy.

5. “Vision 2030 (for Women’s Empowerment) and Ten-Year National Strategy for Gender
Equality 2016-2025": Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh, Vice President, Lao Women’s Union

Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh (middle), Vice President of the Lao Women’s Union, highlighted Lao PDR’s 2004 Law
on Development and Protection of Women, as well as the Family Law of 1990 and the Labor Law of 2013. (Photo:
AFPPD)

Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh shared her appreciation for the opportunity to present on the status of
gender equality and women’s empowerment in the country. She expressed her confidence in the
efforts of the government in this regard, gearing towards gender-sensitive social and economic
development plans. Sharing an example, she drew attention to Lao PDR’s 2004 Law on Development
and Protection of Women, which comprehensively enshrines the rights and benefits of women and
children. Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh also informed the participants of other existing pertinent
laws and regulations such as the Family Law (1990) and the Labor Law (2013). Furthermore, the Lao
Government established the Lao Women'’s Union in 1955 as an implementing mechanism of women'’s
advancement.

The Lao Women’s Union remained the only institution in Lao PDR formally recognized as having the
responsibility for advocating for women’s rights and gender concerns. Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh
informed participants that National Commission for the Advancement of Women (NCAW) was
established in 2003 to oversee the mainstreaming of gender into all sectors at the central, district
and village levels in collaboration with the Lao Women’s Union. She shared that there has been
significant progress in women’s advancement and gender equality in Lao PDR, reporting that 47% of
the government employees are now comprised of women. 10% of the senior level roles in the
government are made up by women, including 3% at the Director General level and above. The
National Assembly Electoral Law also specifies a requirement of 30% women'’s participation.
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However, it was noted that challenges remain. Rural women are relatively poor, with limited access
to education and health, which ultimately limits their income generation capacity. Poverty and lack
of education also increases the risk of child/early marriage, despite the law specifying the minimum
age of marriage to be 18 years. Therefore, to address these issues, Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh
emphasized the need for the empowerment of women and young girls at the grassroots level,
beginning from the family level to ensure sustainability. She pointed out that limited budget remains
a barrier in successfully implementing the intended targets of gender equality and women'’s
empowerment in Lao PDR.

6. “Progress of the Health Sector Reform and the Reproductive, Maternal, New-born and
Child Health Strategy (RMNCH 2016-2025)": Hon. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark, Vice
Minister, Ministry of Public Health

B
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Hon. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark (right), Vice Minister of Public Health, spoke about the Health Sector Reform
Strategy which aims to achieve Universal Health Coverage by 2025. (Photo: AFPPD)

Hon. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark shared his gratitude to the Committee of Social and Cultural Affairs
for extending him the opportunity to present on Lao PDR’s health sector reform and strategic
mainstreaming. He presented briefly on the health reform background in Lao PDR and the progress
achieved in the recent years. He shared that the Health Sector Reform Strategy was adopted in 2012,
and endorsed by the National Assembly in 2013. Furthermore, the Prime Minister approved a high-
level committee to guide this reform in 2014. The aim of the Health Sector Reform Strategy was to
achieve the MDG targets by 2015, and Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by 2025 through the
employment of new policies and measures. Hon. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark explained that in order
to reach these goals, the reform has been structured in three phases:

o Phasel (2013-2015) focuses on the achievement of health related MDGs, and lays out a solid
foundation for universal access to essential health services;

o Phase Il (2016-2020) aims to ensure that essential health services with reasonable good
quality are available and accessible to, and used by, a majority of the people; and

o Phaselll (2021-2025) expects to achieve universal health coverage with an adequate service
benefit package and appropriate financial protection to a vast majority of the population.

11



Health systems strengthening was highlighted as key in the reform strategy. Priority areas identified
under the reform are health financing, health governance, human resources for health, health service
delivery, and health information systems. Hon. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark stressed that throughout
the phases of the reform, the ultimate goal is to ensure progress and implementation of universal
health coverage, including SRHR and family planning services. In recent years, the Government of
the Lao PDR has achieved considerable health sector progress through its reform initiatives.
However, poverty remains a serious problem, especially in rural areas, and particularly among
women and young girls. Access to SRHR, family planning and maternal health services continues to
be limited, which contribute to the high maternal and child mortality rates in Lao PDR. To address
these issues, Hon. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark highlighted the need for hospital data to be digitalized
to improve rural access to health, improved efforts to minimize early/forced marriage, easier access
to medicine/vaccinations in rural areas, and improved health data collection at the local levels.

7. “Policies on Elderly”: H.E. Mr. Khamkeo Sanbounkhounxai, Vice Minister, Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare

o
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H.E. Mr. Khamkeo Sanbounkhounxai, Vice Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, highlighted the ageing situation
in Lao PDR noting that the elderly population in the country is expected to increase to 15% by 2050. (Photo:
AFPPD)

H.E. Mr. Khamkeo Sanbounkhounxai delivered a presentation on policies for the elderly in Lao PDR.
He pointed out that modernity and industrialization results in the tendency of negatively affecting
traditional systems and family institutions. Family member assistance has been reducing in many
developing countries, leading to increased vulnerability of the elderly population. H.E. Mr. Khamkeo
Sanbounkhounxai emphasized the growing elderly population issues and shared his reassurance that
the Lao Government is paying attention. He shared that the “National Policy for the Elderly” (NPE),
which was initiated by the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare in 2004, is the first regulation of
Lao PDR providing specific support to the elderly. It strives towards ensuring rehabilitation of the
elderly, especially in access to healthcare, education, social participation, income security, among
others. The Lao Government also established the “National Committee for Disabled and Elderly
People” (NCDE) in 2014, revitalizing the previous “National Committee for Disabled People” (NCDP),
under the Prime Minister’s Decree 232. This Committee is a high-level inter-ministerial mechanism
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responsible for the overall coordination of the disability sector in the country, both at the central and
local levels.

H.E. Mr. Khamkeo Sanbounkhounxai pointed out that the population structure is moving towards an
increasingly bigger size of the elderly population, and therefore stressing on the importance of
protection services for the elderly. According to the Singapore Management University, the elderly
population consists of 6.5% of the total Laotian population at present, and is expected to increase to
15% by 2050. Therefore, H.E. Mr. Khamkeo Sanbounkhounxai emphasized the importance of
addressing the overall elderly healthcare and protection coverage. Towards this initiative, he
highlighted the Lao Government’s efforts to support family institutions through the implementation
of policies for the protection and promotion of the elderly population. However, many challenges
remain. Despite the regulations and laws in place, they are not yet comprehensive and fail to
encompass the provisions of international conventions. Currently, Lao PDR has a social security
system for the elderly, but only for government employees. There are no provisions for the elderly
workforce in the rural areas. Furthermore, participation in the socio economic development by the
elderly is severely limited in Lao PDR. Organizations working for the rights of the elderly is minimal,
infrastructure appropriate for use by the elderly requires attention, and there is limited access to
activities and social events for the elderly who are retired but holds interest in remaining active. To
accommodate these development plans, H.E. Mr. Khamkeo Sanbounkhounxai expressed the
commitment of the Lao Government in the revision of regulation for the promotion of the elderly
livelihoods.

8. “Progress of the Youth Policies and Plans”: Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath, Deputy Secretary
General, Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth Union

Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath, Deputy Secretary General of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth Union, stressed that
early and forced marriage is a growing concern for Lao PDR. (Photo: AFPPD)

Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath conveyed his gratitude to the government, in particular the Ministry of

Planning and Investment, for their effort in mobilizing the youth program in Lao PDR. He conveyed
due acknowledgement to the UN agencies, especially UNFPA, for providing the necessary support for
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youth development and integration of youth issues into the social and economic development plans
of Lao PDR.

Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath stressed that early/forced marriage is of growing concern in Lao PDR,
coupled with limited access to education and health services in the rural areas. Other challenges
concerning youth include shortage of employment opportunities (mismatch of jobs and skills), and
risk of HIV/STIs and SRHR services, among others. Towards this, Hon. Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath
highlighted the importance of focusing on SDG Goals 3, 5 and 8, specifically targeting education,
health and gender rights, and youth participation in decision making, to ensure sustainability of
youth development. Noting that the youth comprises of 60% of the total Lao population, Mr. Alounxai
Sounnalath shared that the Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth Union carries the responsibility of
ensuring their rights and protection. The National Assembly identified the Lao People’s
Revolutionary Youth Union as the primary responsible organization for the youth of Lao PDR.
However, there is currently no comprehensive national policy specifically addressing the needs of
young people in Lao PDR. There are a number of national plans, policies and strategies, which bear
some relevance and guide development of young people, even if there is no explicit mention of young
people’s specific needs and problems. Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath stressed the importance of a stand-
alone youth policy. He shared that Lao PDR is currently collaborating with UNFPA to develop a draft
youth policy, indicating that the “NOI Campaign” is a product of this collaboration. The draft policy
will be submitted to the National Assembly for approval this year.
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SESSION 2: SRHR & SECURITY AND SAFETY OF WOMEN AND
GIRLS

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs and President of LAPPD

Presentations

1. “Report from the Family Planning Conference 2017 & Follow-up Actions”: Ms.
Frederika Meijer, Representative, UNFPA Lao Country Office

Ms. Frederika Meijer, UNFPA Lao Country Oﬂ" ce Representatlve spoke about the key findings from the first Famlly
Planning Conference held in Vientiane, Lao PDR. (Photo: AFPPD)

Ms. Frederika Meijer reported on the first Family Planning Conference held in Vientiane, Lao PDR on
3-4 May 2017. She conveyed her felicitations to the Ministry of Public Health, with special
acknowledgement to Vice Minister Dr. Phounthone Muengpark for his commitment. Ms. Frederika
Meijer initiated her presentation with a brief background on the 1994 United Nations International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), where 179 countries, including Lao PDR agreed
on family planning as a human right. A 20 year Programme of Action (PoA) recognizing that every
person counts, and that population is not about numbers but about people and their quality of life
was secured. Ms. Frederika Meijer reiterated that family planning is concept far from limiting
population. Following the background on ICPD, she went on to discuss the current reproductive
health situation of Lao PDR. Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR), Total Fertility Rate (TFR) and unmet
need for family planning for married women have reduced, while Contraceptive Prevalence Rate
(CPR) for married women has increased. This indicates improvements in the reproductive health
scenario of Lao PDR; however, progress is slow and not up to par with international standards.
Moving on to the situation of adolescents and young people, Ms. Frederika Meijer pointed out that
according to Census (2015), one in three persons (31.9%) in Lao PDR are between the ages of 10-24
years. Of this group, a large proportion doesn’t attend school. One out of ten women have become
mothers before the age of 17 years. Lao PDR has the highest adolescent birth rates in the ASEAN
region.

15



To address these issues, the first national conference on family planning aimed to accelerate political
commitment to ensure universal access to, and coverage of, family planning information and services.
Key findings from the conference included:

Family planning contributes significantly to the prevention of maternal and child morbidity
and mortality;

Access to family planning will reduce the number of adolescent pregnancies, allowing girls to
fully develop physically, stay in school and achieve optimal levels of nutrition before
embarking on childbearing; and

Increasing the investment in family planning commodities in Lao PDR can have a very
attractive rate of return-on-investment: spending $1 dollar on contraceptives can reduce the
cost of pregnancy-related care by $7, and save millions of dollars in direct healthcare costs
averted.

Ms. Frederika Meijer emphasized the need to address indicators in education, income and nutrition,
which are highly influenced by family planning in order to achieve Lao PDR’s goal of graduating the
LDC status. She pointed out that Universal Health Coverage by 2025 can only be achieved if the needs
of the most vulnerable are met. Therefore, the way forward identified by the conference included:

To develop a medium and long term financial sustainability plan for FP, including the
procurement of contraceptives, funded domestically;

To explore the establishment of a special budget line for FP commodities, with gradually
rising fund allocation from national resources (as seen in many other countries);

To expand the health insurance scheme to include a broader method mix of contraceptives;
and

Enhance efforts to reach the underserved and marginalized, including adolescents, with
dedicated service delivery.

Discussion (Session 1 and 2)

Following Sessions 1 and 2, there was a discussion on identifying key priorities for MPs’ work in Lao
PDR and steps to align the outputs of UNFPA Family Planning Conference 2017 and feed into AFPPD-
LAPPD action plans. Comments from participants were recorded as below:

O

Towards the achievement of the SDGs, firstly it is crucial that in-depth information on the
SDGs and its integration in development plans is disseminated to the public. Secondly,
adequate budget must be allotted to implement these activities. Collaboration of various
stakeholders is imperative for this purpose. Thirdly, MPs and government officials have the
responsibility of monitoring the implementation of development activities and ensuring that
they are in line with the SDGs.

Despite good efforts from the Lao Government through various initiatives, challenges in
achieving its goals and targets remain. Adequate awareness raising and advocacy is required
along with improvements in appropriate infrastructure.

The national healthcare fund needs to be addressed to include universal health coverage,
SRHR, and family planning.

Community development, especially among ethnic groups, remains a challenge. Ensuring
sustainability of provincial/community development initiatives is vital.

It is the responsibility of MPs and government officials to ensure that no one is left behind.
Towards this, participants committed to reviewing the AFPPD Legislation Analysis of Lao
PDR and identify priorities especially in relation to access to health services and gender
equality.
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SESSION 3: GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT: ADDRESSING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
(VAW)

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs and President of LAPPD

Presentation

1. “Cost of Responding to Violence Against Women in Lao PDR”: Ms. Melissa Alvarado,
Program Manager, Ending Violence Against Women, UN Women Asia

(G :

Ms. Melissa Alvarado (right), EVAW Program Manager at UN Women, presented the findings of a regional
programme titled “Leveraging Technical Tools, Evidence and Community Engagement to Advance the
Implementation of Laws and Provision of Services to Women Experience Violence in South East Asia.” (Photo:

AFPPD)

Ms. Melissa Alvarado presented an estimate of national resources required to deliver essential
services to women experiencing violence in Lao PDR. She highlighted society’s growing
understanding of the prevalence and consequences of violence against women (VAW), affecting not
only individuals and families, but also national economies and societies. Participants were informed
that VAW is one of the most universal and pervasive human rights violations in the world. Violence
against women and girls takes on many forms, including intimate partner violence, femicide, non-
partner sexual violence, sexual harassment in the workplace, other institutions and in public spaces,
trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation and other forms of forced labour, and violence
against women in humanitarian situations.

In addressing these issues, progress has been made. Ms. Melissa Alvarado reported findings from the
regional programme “Leveraging Technical Tools, Evidence and Community Engagement to Advance
the Implementation of Laws and Provision of Services to Women Experiencing Violence in South East
Asia”, sharing that 80% of the ASEAN and Asia-Pacific countries have responded by establishing
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national legislation on VAW. However, despite advancement in this area, Ms. Melissa Alvarado
recounted widespread impunity with “blaming and shaming” of victims, and inadequate legal /policy
implementations as the primary remaining gaps in the region to be resolved. Therefore, explaining
why quality essential services is necessary, she differentiated between Impact Costing and Costs of
Service Provision, revealing that domestic violence had an equivalent of 3.17% impact on Vietnam’s
GDP (2012), and 2.9% of total salary bill of business employers in Papua New Guinea. Therefore, the
aim of the regional programme was motivated to provide governments with evidence on balancing
the resources required to effectively address VAW within the framework of national laws and action
plans. Using gender-responsive budgeting and the Resource Needs Model, Ms. Melissa Alvarado was
able to summarize the estimated unit costs, level of demand, and projected cost requirements for
VAW-related services in Vientiane and six other provinces in order to address in details the issue of
VAW. With this information, she was able to estimate that Lao PDR required USD 13.5 million or
0.25% of the national GDP to deliver an Essential Service Package, which includes Health, Justice and
Policing, Social Services and Governance services, and currently has 8 active intergovernmental
participants in Lao PDR. In conclusion, she offered recommendations for Lao PDR to address this
issue by allotting higher priority to the implementation of national laws on VAW, better collection of
VAW data to facilitate monitoring and evaluation, and ensuring availability of a high-quality Essential
Services Package within the region.

Discussion (Session 3)

Following the end of Session 3, another discussion emerged on identifying key priorities for MPs’
work in Lao PDR and how that can transform into a joint action plan for LAPPD and AFPPD.
Comments from participants were recorded as below:

o The definition of VAW was clarified to hold as the globally agreed definition from the 1993
General Assembly Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women:

“Violence against women shall be understood to encompass, but not be limited to, the
following:

(a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including
battering, sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related violence,
marital rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women,
non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation;

(b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general community,
including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at work, in educational
institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced prostitution;

(c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by the State,
wherever it occurs.”

o A study conducted by UN Women interviewed 10,000 men in the region about experience
and perpetration of VAW. Results revealed the alarming truth of the extremity of VAW that
exists in the region.

o Implementation remains a key challenge in addressing VAW related issues in Lao PDR. The
government should be held accountable for implementing international conventions and
declarations to eliminate VAW.

o Culture is often used as an excuse for gender discrimination. Everything begins from the
family; parents must treat their boys and girls fairly and equally. Culture is not static, it is
ever-changing. Towards this, it is important to have community dialogue, to understand why
a certain practice exists and only then can change be brought.
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The linkage between poverty, education and VAW and girls is clear. It is crucial to increase
awareness among the public, and ultimately change their behaviour and outlook towards the
value of girls and women.

Prevention is also key, there needs to be more investment in prevention schemes. It is
important that governments are not constantly in response-mode. There is enormous VAW-
related resources and learning taking place globally; Lao PDR can take stock of good
practices/approaches to adapt and apply to the Lao context.

The linkage between VAW and the economy is clear. Studies have revealed that economies
with gender equality are generally strong.

Lao PDR is in the right position to construct the perfect strategy forward; it does not
necessarily have to make the same mistakes as other governments. The role of MPs is critical,
given their authority in bringing about change in the area of VAW.
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RECAP OF DAY 1

Dr. Mika Marumoto, AFPPD Executive Director, presented an overview of the first day of the AFPPD LAPPD
Parliamentarians Workshop. (Photo: AFPPD)

Before commencing Session 4, Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh invited Dr. Mika Marumoto to
provide an overview of Day 1.

Dr. Mika Marumoto expressed her gratitude to the participants who shared their views and
knowledge, and confirmed that the workshop presented an excellent opportunity to reflect on the
enormous progress made by Lao PDR in the last decade, while acknowledging that there is still much
to be done. Lao PDR’s major goal to graduate the LDC status by 2020 is ongoing with its efforts in
mainstreaming the 2030 agenda targets into all its social and economic development plans, including
health, youth and gender policies. It was agreed that parliamentarians are essential partners to
towards achieving this goal. However, access to reliable data and information was identified as the
primary challenge. Ensuring that all have access to information about SRHR, especially young people,
and expanding access to sexual and reproductive health services were noted as priority.
Furthermore, there is also a strong need for community and local-based investment to successfully
achieve the SDGs, with improved transparency and accountability. VAW was unanimously
recognized as an ongoing threat; culture cannot be used as an excuse, and gender issues need to move
from a responsive to a preventive mode.
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SESSION 4: YOUTH POLICY

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs and President of LAPPD

Presentation

1. “Preventing child marriage to fulfil the potential of girls in their communities”: Dr.
Mona Girgis, Country Director, Plan International in Lao PDR.
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Dr. Mona Girgis, Country Director of Plan International Lao PDR, provided several recommendations for Lao PDR
to address the issue of child marriage including investing in education for girls. (Photo: AFPPD)

Dr. Mona Girgis presented an overview of child marriage in Lao PDR. She reported that 700 million
women globally were married as children, and 15% of girls in the East Asia and Pacific region were
married under the age of 18 years. She revealed that 9% of Laotian girls were married before the age
of 15 years and 35% before the age of 18 years, ranking the country 27t globally for child marriage.

Dr. Mona Girgis shared findings from a qualitative study jointly conducted by Child Fund and Plan
International in 2011 to explore the reasons for child marriage in the country. The study found that
the reasons for child marriage and young girls not attending school has a strong correlation. Other
reasons for child marriage include poverty that increases families’ reliance on children to assist with
farming, household and childcare tasks; parent’s low perceptions of the value of education for girls;
and teaching in Lao language that makes school difficult for students from ethnic groups in particular.

Moving on to legal responses, Dr. Girgis recounted national and international laws. She emphasized
that laws that set a minimum age of marriage are an important way to safeguard boys and girls from
being married before they are ready. It is important that children are recognized in the law as being
children and that they are accorded the full protection of the law. Governments need to have clear
and consistent legislation that establishes 18 years as the minimum age of marriage. Adequate
safeguards must be in place to ensure that parental consent or other exceptions are not used to force
children into marriage. She reconfirmed that delaying child marriage and investing in SRHR results
in reducing adolescent pregnancy. This also has a number of economic benefits. She referred to the
example of India where it was found that delaying adolescent pregnancy in India would save USD 7.7
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Billion. Another study in Bangladesh found that delaying adolescent pregnancy would increase years
of schooling and improve literacy rates.

Dr. Mona Girgis offered recommendations for Lao PDR to address the issue of child marriage:

O

Lao PDR must accede to the UN Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for
Marriage and Registration of Marriages;

There must be financing commitments to implement and monitor initiatives to address child
marriage in the country; and

Lao PDR must continue to invest in education, given that spending on education for girls
results in higher returns than any other investment.

Dr. Mona Girgis ended her presentation with a video of an educational development campaign in Lao
PDR produced by Plan International - "Because I Am A Girl".

Discussion (Session 4)

Following the end of Session 4, a discussion ensued on identifying key priorities in addressing the
issue of child marriage in Lao PDR. Comments from participants were recorded as below:

O

To address child marriage, gender equality mainstreaming must be initiated in national
policies based on individual country factors.

Due to the poor economic advancement of Lao PDR, coupled with low educational attainment
and high unemployment prevalence, child marriage has emerged as a survival mechanism to
vulnerable Laotian girls.

Lao PDR requires increased investment in education, especially for girls. However,
participants discussed how to make education accessible with limited resources. Continued
cooperation and support from development organizations were sought to address the issue
of education accessibility and child marriage.

Given that Lao PDR aims to exit the LDC status by 2020, the current amount of ODA may be
reduced at that stage. Therefore, caution was raised regarding how to achieve significantly
increased investment in education. Alternative ways must be sought to ensure sustainable
development of education.

Child marriage is primarily a consequence of traditional and customary practices. Other than
investing in education, participants agreed that tackling customary practices that promote
child marriage, which can be complex, must be prioritized.

Media was identified as a transformative strategy for raising awareness and changing
behaviors towards gender quality and child marriage.

Dr. Mika Marumoto drew attention to the AFPPD booklet on child marriage prevention with
international good practices of evidence-based programs.! Evidence suggests that any
program alone cannot be successful; it has to be a combination of various programs working
together. Therefore, in order to address child marriage, a wide range of other issues need to
be addressed including poverty, access to education and health, and harmful traditional
practices.

L AFPPD. (2016). Parliamentary Good Practices for Effective Implementation of Laws and Policies for Prevention
of Child Marriage.” https://www.afppd.org/Resources/19-parliamentary-good-practices-on-prevention-of-child-
marriage-may-25.pdf
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SESSION 5: ACTIVE AGEING

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs and President of LAPPD

Presentation

1. “Lao PDR Population Dynamics and Policy Implications: Healthy and Active Ageing”:
Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD
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Dr. Mika Marumoto, AFPPD Executive Director, stressed that Lao PDR is expected to become an ageing society by
2040 and now is the time to reap a demographic dividend to prepare for this transformation. (Photo: AFPPD)

Dr. Mika Marumoto began her presentation by highlighting what policy implications can be derived
from Lao PDR’s population dynamics. The speed of ageing for Lao PDR will begin to accelerate around
2020, as Lao PDR’s total fertility continues to decline, mortality rate under the age of 5 years
continues to improve, and life expectancy continues to rise. The issue of ageing becomes closer to
Lao PDR’s future, even though it may not accelerate at the same rapid speed as other ASEAN
countries. The current youth-majority Laotian population would have transformed into an ageing
society by 2040 (more than 7% of the population being older than 65 years), an aged society by 2060
(more than 14%), and a super-aged society around 2085 (more than 24%). She raised caution,
however, that this would eventually add strain and financial burden on the Government and the
elderly themselves.

In this context, Dr. Mika Marumoto reassured the members of Parliament that Lao PDR has time to
prepare for its ageing period. She highlighted now leading up to 2020 is a crucial time period for Lao
PDR to utilize this window of opportunity to reap a demographic dividend by investing in youth while
preparing for an eventual ageing society. With this in mind, she proceeded to differentiate between
Active Ageing and Healthy Ageing. According to the World Health Organization (WHO 2015), Active
Ageing is “the process of optimizing opportunities for health, participation and security in order to
enhance quality of life as people age. It applies to both individuals and population groups.” Whereas,
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Healthy Ageing is “the process of developing and maintaining the functional ability that enables well-
being in older age.”

Dr. Mika Marumoto also reminded the participants of Lao PDR’s commitments to several key
international declarations and instruments to promote healthy and active ageing:

UN Principles for Older Persons (GA resolution 46/91, 16 Dec 1991)

Political Declaration & Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA)

WHO Active Ageing Policy Framework (2001)

WHO Global Report on Ageing and Health (2015)

Global Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development toward the G7 2016
Ise-Shima Summit (2016)

O O O O O

The G7 2016 Ise-Shima Summit Agenda in particular declared the need to build active and
economically vibrant ageing societies, and redefined active ageing to achieve health life expectancies
through Universal Health Care (UHC). Lao’s Health Adjusted Life Expectancy (HALE) and Pension
Coverage Ratio were low, compared with other Asia-Pacific countries’, and a detailed ageing strategy
from the Japanese Social Security Legal Framework was shared to serve as a road-map for Laotian
parliamentarians to learn from good practices as well as mistakes and lessons learned. Specific
references were also made to the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), being
predominantly the inclusion of all relevant stakeholders in policy-making (Article 13) and linking
ageing to other frameworks for social and economic development and human rights (Article 15). In
her closing remarks, Dr. Mika Marumoto reiterated that Lao PDR is at a critical juncture with
tremendous opportunities to set both a National Youth Strategy and a National Ageing Strategy based
on good practices and lessons learned from other Asia-Pacific countries.

Discussion (Session 5)

Following the end of Session 5, a discussion occurred on identifying key priorities for Lao PDR related
to ageing. Comments from participants were recorded as below:

o Lao PDR needs to invest in active and healthy ageing, and support platforms must be
established and maintained.

o In Lao culture, children take responsibility for their elderly parents; this tradition must be
continued.

o A fertility rate of 2.1 is a fair population replacement, yet family care and dependency is
changing due to widespread migration and urbanization. Investing in community interest
and focus to create jobs is important to keep the young population close to their ageing
parents and elderly family.

o To support this tradition while keeping up with a modernizing Laotian society, elderly-care
facilities must also be upgraded and expanded. Research on how to manage a developing
ageing society must be initiated.
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GROUP WORK AND REPORTING TO THE PLENARY

Participants were divided amongst four groups: Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment; Child
Marriage; Investing in Youth; and Active Ageing. Each group reviewed existing initiatives/legislation
in Lao PDR related to the specific issues. Group leaders presented each group’s recommendations
and suggestions to fill the gaps in the current system and offer the way forward.

Group Presentations

1. Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment: Hon. Ms. Thavisay Phasathan
Vice President, Women Parliamentarians Caucus

Hon. Ms. Thavisay Phasathan remarked that Lao PDR has made significant progress towards the 2030
agenda of achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment. Lao PDR has increased the number
of women in its parliament up to 27.5%, and is expected to reach 50% representation by 2030. Also
as a member of the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW), Hon. Ms. Thavisay Phasathan was proud to mention that Lao PDR has over 100 national
laws protecting women’s development and civil liberties. She also reported that Lao PDR recently
ratified the ASEAN Convention Against Trafficking in Persons. However, challenges remain. Hon. Ms.
Thavisay Phasathan noted mismatch between legislation and enforcement, the absence of
information and education channels for women in rural areas, traditional /customary family roles
that place high burden on women and girls in the household, and some divorce and pre-nuptial issues
amongst certain ethnic groups that leave divorced women without any assets and rights.

Recommendations from the group included financial support from the government to fund women'’s
capacity-building, increase legal enforcement against VAW, focus on women’s poverty alleviation,
awareness raising on gender equality and women’s empowerment, especially in the rural areas, and
local nutritional programs in the rural communities.
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2. Child Marriage: Hon. Ms. Khamfong Phoumvongxay, MP

Hon. Ms. Khamfong Phoumvongxay confirmed the prevalence and continued risk of child marriage
in Lao PDR. She highlighted the existence of gaps in the Lao legislation, especially in its Family Law
(article 9). Article 9 specifies the age of 18 years as the minimum age of marriage, but allows room
for special circumstances when marriage is condoned for the age of 15 years. A 2008 amendment to
the Family Law requires a minimum age of 18 to marry; however, enforcement remains a challenge.

Recommendations from the group included the monitoring of the dissemination of the amended
Family Law in rural communities to change local perceptions, and study and accede to the UN
Convention on Consent to Marriage with the assistance of international organizations. It was also
recommended that the government help promote access to education for youth, especially in rural

areas.
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3. Investing in Youth: Mr. Vongtavanh Sayavong, National Project Coordinator (TRIANGLE
in ASEAN Project), International Labour Organisation (ILO)
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Mr. Vongtavanh Sayavong reiterated the importance of youth as the “backbone of the nation”,
especially for Lao PDR where youth make up almost 60% of the population. He stressed that the
government must focus on their education, participation and employment. Existing national laws
and policies were given credit for supporting equality during primary education, and promoting
youth entrepreneurship amongst the business community. It was, however, argued that school
infrastructure is sometimes poor and remote, parents are still reluctant to have their children attend
school, and the issue of mismatch in job availability and demand by the Laotian youth.

Recommendations offered by the group included mobilization of multistakeholder support for the
development and endorsement of the National Youth Policy; increased youth participation in
development issues; provision of training opportunities to young people to enhance their capabilities
and development; and raising awareness on the importance of vocational training.

4. Active Ageing: Hon. Mr. Savanhkhone Lasamonti, MP

Hon. Mr. Savanhkhone Lasamonti highlighted the lack of sufficient legislation and funds dedicated to
the elderly population in Lao PDR. He also pointed out that Lao PDR faces a serious issue of the
elderly poor, with no employment opportunities or secure social security. Despite the existence of
specific organizations dedicated to the elderly, the actual implementation and enforcement of
activities to protect and include the elderly is weak.

Recommendations from the group included the revision of a national policy/legislation to better
cater to the improvement of social and health services for the elderly population, establishment of an
elderly employment system, expansion and strengthening of organizations for the elderly throughout
Lao PDR, and appropriate provision of elderly incentives and services.

*Adoption of the list of priority issues for MPs to work on advancement of the ICPD

Programme of Action/SDGs and recommendations for a joint work plan between LAPPD and
AFPPD.
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CLOSING REMARKS

1. Ms. Fredericka Meijer, Representative, UNFPA Lao Country Office

Ms. Fredericka Meijer expressed her pleasure with the level of engagement in the workshop. She
reiterated the significance of Noi, expressing her hope that all participants of the workshop are now
advocates for Noi. Participants were reminded of their responsibility in bringing forward sound
policies to “open the door” for adolescent girls like Noi in Lao PDR. She stressed that young people
should be actively involved in the implementation of the National Youth Policy, mentioning that
UNFPA was seeking to include a Chapter on adolescent girls. Participants were also reminded that
October 11 is celebrated as the “International Day of the Girl Child” where further partnerships on
Noiwill be explored and assessed. Ms. Frederika Meijer concluded her speech by extending invitation
to LAPPD to collaborate with UNFPA on developing the Population Policy and Youth Policy, and the
revision of the Reproductive Health Policy.

2. Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD

Dr. Mika Marumoto thanked the honorable parliamentarians and representatives of the international
organizations for their active participation in the workshop. She confirmed that the AFPPD’s
objectives for the workshop were successfully achieved. Noting that the AFPPD is the oldest network
of parliamentarians, she urged parliamentarians to take advantage of AFPPD’s resources and
knowledge to strengthen their legal and advocacy capacity. It was also confirmed that the
identification of priority advocacy issues in the areas of gender equality and women’s empowerment,
child marriage, investing in youth, and active ageing for Lao PDR was achieved. Towards that, Dr.
Mika Marumoto expressed her confidence in the successful collaboration of AFPPD and LAPPD in
taking the agenda forward.

3. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, Chairperson of the Committee of Social and Cultural Affairs
and President of LAPPD

Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh shared his gratitude to the commitment of support shown by the
members of the National Assembly, LAPPD and AFPPD, calling the event a “milestone”. Hon. Dr.
Somphou Douangsavanh reaffirmed that the workshop allowed for the opportunity to share
knowledge and information to improve Lao PDR’s legal and policy frameworks, specifically thanking
the AFPPD for sharing valuable resources. Special acknowledgement was given to the appropriate
language translation arrangements during the workshop, emphasizing its importance in ensuring the
success of such bilingual workshops. Parliamentarians were urged to collaborate with international
organizations and concerned sectors towards the achievement of the 2030 Agenda, and addressing
the related population and development issues. Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh wrapped up the
workshop by reaffirming Lao PDR’s commitment to Noi.
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Annex 1: Agenda

AFPPD-LAPPD Parliamentarians Workshop
Legislating for the Full Achievement of the SDGs/ICPD Goals and Targets

Co-organized by
Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD)
Lao Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (LAPPD)

Supported by UNFPA
30-31 May 2017 | Vientiane, Lao PDR

Objectives:

(1) To better inform Lao Members of Parliament (MPs) on the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in relation to the AFPPD Strategic Priorities Framework and the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) agenda, their targets and indicators,
focusing on national commitments and priorities;

(2) To increase MPs’ knowledge of international standards and good practices on ICPD-related
legislation and policies, especially related to AFPPD’s strategic priority issues;

(3) To increase MPs’ capacity to legislate for the full achievement of AFPPD’s strategic priority
targets, including gender equality and women’s empowerment, universal access to sexual
and reproductive health (SRH) services, information and education, and specific needs of
young people and elderly populations;

(4) To expand the pool of parliamentarians who have sufficient knowledge to advocate for
AFPPD'’s strategic priority issues and the ICPD agenda.

Day 1:May 30
08.00-8.30

Registration of participants

8.30-9.30

Opening Session

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP, Chairperson, Committee of Social
and Cultural Affairs and President, LAPPD

Opening Remarks: Chair
Workshop Objectives and Agenda:

- Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD, “Workshop Objectives & Agenda
Overview”

Keynote speeches:

- Animation film ‘NOI’ produced by UNFPA followed by Keynote Speech by Ms.
Frederika Meijer, Representative, UNFPA Lao Country Office

Introduction of Participants:

9.30-10.00

Group photo and Coffee break
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10:00 - 12:00 | Session 1: Lao PDR and Overview of the SDGs and ICPD
Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP, Chairperson, Committee of
Social and Cultural Affairs and President, LAPPD
Presentations:
- Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD, “AFPPD Strategic Plan for
2016-2019 & Legislation Analysis of Lao PDR”
- H.E.Dr.Kikeo Chanthaboury, Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment,
“SDGs and Lao Government Initiatives,” focus on budget allocation,
accountability, data collection, analysis and use of data for policy development
- Hon. Ms. Manivanh Yearpaoher, Vice Chairman, Committee of Social and Cultural
Affairs and and Vice President, LAPPD “Role of Social and Cultural Affairs
Committee in Implementing and Oversight of SDGs”
Good International Practices in Budget Analysis
- Dr. Anderson Stanciole, Technical Advisor on Health Economics, UNFPA,
“Allocating Health Budgets - Theory and Good Practices in Achieving the SDG 3”
Representatives from the Government of Lao PDR
- Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh, Vice President, Lao Women'’s Union, “Vision 2030
(for Women’s Empowerment) and Ten-Year National Strategy for Gender
Equality 2016-2025"
- Hon. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark, Vice Minister, Ministry of Public Health,
“Progress of Health Sector Reform and the Reproductive, Maternal, New-born
and Child Health Strategy (RMNCH 2016-2025)”
- H.E. Mr. Khamkeo Sanbounkhounxai, Vice Minister, Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare, “Policies on Elderly”
- Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath, Deputy Secretary General, Lao People’s
Revolutionary Youth Union, “Progress of the Youth Policies and Plans”
Open Discussion
12:00 - 13:30 | Lunch break
13:30-14:30 | Session 2: SRHR & Security and Safety of Women and Girls
Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP, Chairperson, Committee of
Social and Cultural Affairs and President, LAPPD
Presentations:
- Ms. Frederika Meijer, Representative, UNFPA Lao Country Office, “Report from
the Family Planning Conference 2017 & Follow-up Actions”
Q&A
Discussion on identifying key priorities for MPs’ work in Lao PDR and steps to align
the outputs of UNFPA Family Planning Conference 2017 and feed into AFPPD-LAPPD
action plans
14.30 - 15.00 | Coffee break
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15.00 - 16.00

Session 3: Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment : Addressing Violence
Against Women

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP, Chairperson, Committee of
Social and Cultural Affairs and President, LAPPD

Presentations:
- Ms. Melissa Alvarado, Program Manager, Ending Violence against
Women, UN Women Asia, “Cost of Responding to Violence Against Women
in Lao PDR”

Q&A

Discussion with a focus on identifying key priorities for MPs’ work in Lao PDR and
several potential steps to feed into a joint action plan for LAPPD and AFPPD

Day Closure

Welcome Dinner : 18.30 May Room , 1st Floor, Lao Plaza Hotel

31 May 2017

Day 2

08.30-08.35

Introduction of Day 2

Overview of Day 1 by Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD

08.35-10.00

Session 4: Empowering the Youth

Session Chair: Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP, Chairperson, Committee of
Social and Cultural Affairs and President, LAPPD

Presentations:
Good International Practices in Legislation, Policies and Programmes

- Dr. Mona Girgis, Country Director, Plan International in Lao PDR, “Preventing
child marriage to fulfil the potential of girls and their communities”

Session 5: Active Ageing

Presentations:
Good International Practices in Legislation, Policies and Programmes

- Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD, “Lao PDR Population Dynamics
and Policy Implications: Healthy and Active Ageing”

Q&A

Discussion of policies in Lao PDR and identification of priorities
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10.00-10.15

Coffee break

10.15-11.15

Group work: Handouts: AFPPD’s analysis of the compliance of Lao PDR legislation
with the international norms related to four ICPD areas (SRHR, gender, youth, and
ageing). Participants will be asked to review and suggest actions for amendments of
relevant legislation and policies and/or the reinforcement of the policy
implementation.

Reporting back to the plenary

Discussion of policies in Lao PDR and identification of priorities

11:15-11:45

Adoption of the list of priority issues for MPs to work on advancement of the ICPD
Programme of Action/SDGs and recommendations for a joint work plan between
LAPPD and AFPPD

11:45-12:00

Closing remarks:

- Ms. Frederika Meijer, Representative, UNFPA Lao Country Office

- Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD

- Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP, Chairperson, Committee of Social and Cultural
Affairs and President, LAPPD

Evaluation and wrap-up

12.00 - 13.15

Lunch
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Annex 2: List of Participants

AFPPD-LAPPD Parliamentarians Workshop

Legislating for the Full Achievement of the SDGs/ICPD Goals and Targets
30-31 May 2017 | Vientiane, Lao PDR

List of Participants

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, LAO PDR

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Hon. Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh,
MP

Chair, Social and Cultural Affairs
Committee

President, LAPPD

Hon. Dr. Phonephet Boubpha, MP
Vice Chair, Social and Cultural Affairs
Committee

Vice President, LAPPD

Hon. Ms. Manivanh Yearpaoher, MP
Vice Chair, Social and Cultural Affairs
Committee

Vice President, LAPPD

Mr. Alounxai Sounnalath

Deputy Secretary General/Secretary
General, National Assembly

Hon. Ms. Khamfong Phoumvongxay,
MP

Hon. Ms. Kedmany Bandasack, MP

Hon. Ms. Somchan Chitvongdeuan,
MP

Hon. Mr. Khamlar Philatom, MP
Hon. Ms. Idmany Chanthakhoun, MP
Hon. Ms. Sengkham Songsana, MP

Hon. Ms. Bouavanh Thammavong,
MP

Hon. Mr. Khamphet Manivong, MP

Hon. Mr. Bountem Xouangsayavong,
MP

Hon. Dr. Souksavanh Saysombath,
MP
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

31.

Hon. Mr. Savanhkhone Lasamonti,
MP

Hon. Ms. Sounthai Xayyaseng, MP

Hon. Ms. Thatsadaphone
Saengsouliya, MP

Hon. Prof. Dr. Phoud Simmalavong,
MP

Hon. Ms. Haimany Vongnorkeo, MP

Hon. Ms. Phonemany Kienxayyavong,
MP

Hon. Mr. Amphone Keobuphaphanh,
MP

Hon. Ms. Phetsamai Phoxaiyavong
Hon. Ms. Baikham Kuttiya, MP
Hon. Ms. Vanmana Hannavong, MP
Hon. Mr. Leetuleng Jongteng, MP
Hon. Ms. Keolar Manichit, MP

Hon. Ms. Malisa Aphailarth, MP

Hon. Mr. Khammany Munkhamsouk,
MP

GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES

H.E. Dr. Kikeo Chanthaboury
Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and
Investment

H.E. Dr. Phouthone Muengpark
Vice Minister, Ministry of Public
Health

H.E. Mr. Khamkeo
Sanbounkhounxai



32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

44,

45.

Vice Minister, Ministry of Labor and
Social Welfare

Vice-Minister, Ministry of
Information, Culture and Tourism

Mme. Bundith Prathoumvanh
Vice-President of Lao Women'’s
Union

Mr. Khammouan Somsihapanya
Head, Institute of Legislative Studies
of the National Assembly

Mr. Viengthavysone Thephachanh
Vice-President, Foreign Affairs
Committee

Vice-President, Planning Finance-
Auditing Committee

Mrs. Vanpheng Keonakhone
Vice-President, Ethnic Affairs
Committee

Ms. Thavisay Phasathan
Vice-President, Women
Parliamentarian Caucus

Mr. Somphet Chitthavanh
Vice Director General, Social
Department

Dr. Boumlom Keobuahome
Deputy, Social Department

Ms. Manivanh Lidsomephan
Vice Deputy, Social Department

Mr. Hersang Yearpaoher
Deputy, Education and Cultural
Department

Representative, Ministry of
Planning and Investment

Representative, Ministry of
Information, Culture and Tourism

Representative, Ministry of Labor
and Social Welfare

46. Representative, Ministry of
Education and Sports

47. Representative, Ministry of Public
Health

48. Representative, Lao People’s
Revolutionary Youth Union

49. Representative, Lao Women'’s
Union

50. Staff, Department of Bilateral
Relation

51. Mr. Somneuk Keosayyachack
Media Department Journalist

52. Mr. Thoungsay Vilayphone
Media Department Journalist

53. Mr. Bounkert Vongsayya
Media Department Journalist

OTHERS

54. Ms. Somchin Lengsavath

55. Mr. Sengdeun Phetthavong

56. Mr. Khammerng Oundala

57. Mr. Bounlom Keobuahome

58. Mr. Khammouan Somsihapanya

59. Dr. Souliyothai Thammavongsi

60. Ms. Bandith Pathoumvanh

61. Ms. Phavanh Keomixay

62. Ms. Maniphone

63. Mr. Bountherng Vongsayya

64. Mr.Somneuk Keosayyachak

65. Mr. Thoungsay Vilayphone

66. Ms. Somvang Oualasy
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67. Mr.Ikham Khamlasy
68. Mr. Sengchanh Duangkeo
69. Mingkeo
70. Maaly Vorlaboud
71. Ms. Pakaiphoum Suphachanh
UN
72. Mr.Khamhoung
UNICEF
RESOURCE PERSONS
73. Ms. Melissa Alvarado
Program Manager, Ending Violence
against Women, UN Women Asia-
Pacific
74. Dr.Mona Girgis
Country Director, Plan International
Laos
75. Ms. Frederika Meijer
Representative, UNFPA Lao Country
Office
76. Mr. Vongtavanh Sayavong
National Project COordinator, ASEAN
TRIANGLE Project, ILO
77. Mr. Anderson Stanciole
Technical Advisor, Health Economics,
UNFPA
LAPPD Secretariat
78. Mr. Bounlert
Louanedouangchanh
Director General, Department of
Media
79. Mr. Alavanh Phanthavong
Head
80. Mr. Monphet Sisomphone
Vice-Head
81. Ms. Khamshavanh Phanthalavong
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Staff

82. Mr. Nikorn Vonemanichanh
Technical Staff
83. Mr. Viengsack Chanthavong
Technical Staff
84. Ms. Souphaphone Donsavanh
Technical Staff
85. Mr. Khamhuk Siliphong
Technical Staff
AFPPD Secretariat
86. Dr. Mika Marumoto
Executive Director
87. Ms. Seema Gaikwad
Policy Research and Advocacy Advisor
88. Mr. Anake Lekkoon
Accounts Manager
89. Ms. Madevi Sun-Suon
Special Assistant to the Executive
Director
90. Ms. Warachin Phani
Administrative Assistant
91. Ms. Sonam Lhamo
Intern
92. Mr.Zandre Van Stranten
Intern
TOTAL: 92
MPs: 28

Resource Persons: 5
Government: 25
Other: 19

LAPPD Secretariat: 8
AFPPD Staff: 7




Annex 3: Media Coverage

Lao News Agency

News = Newspaper OthersLink AboutUs  Contact Us

Politics

Lao, Foreign Lawmakers Meet on Legislating for Fulfilment of Sustainable
Development Goals

Create: 30/05/2017 17:43 4 Email (S Print View 244

LAPPD Parliamentarians Workshop
Achievement of the SDGs/ICPD Goals and Targets
1-31May 2017, Vientiane, Lao PDR

From left: Dr Mika Marumoto. Dr Somphou Douvangsavanh and
Ms Frederika Meijer at a workshop in Vientiane Capital on May 30

Manvthone Keolangsy

(KPL) Lao and foreign lawmakers met in Vientiane at a workshop on legislating for the full
achievement of sustainable development goals (SDGs) and for the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) goals and targets.

The workshop was co-held by the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development
(AFPPD) and the Lao Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (LAPPD).

The workshop was held on Tuesdav in Vientiane Capital and was attended by President of LAPPD Dr
Somphou Douangsavanh, Executive Director of AFPPD Dr Mika Marumoto and relevant officials.

Source: http://kpl.gov.la/en/detail.aspx?id=24889
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Highlight

B Youth Skills Development Hall Handed
Over [14/07/2017 10:38]

B Vientiane to Focus on Undertaking
Approved Development Projects
[14/07/2017 10:28]

B Saravane Opens Women's Vocational
Promotion Centre [14/07/2017 10:28]

B Lao Autism Talks Wins1st Lao ICT Award
[14/07/2017 10:28]

B Most Rural People Use Water from
Natural Sources [13/07/2017 09:31]


http://kpl.gov.la/en/detail.aspx?id=24889

BruDirect — Brunei’s News Website

LAOS

A Home > Laos

Lao, Foreign Lawmakers Meet On Legislating For Fulfilment Of Sustainable Development Goals

LAFFU Parliamentarians Workshop

Achievement of the SDGs/ICPD Goals and Targets
=31 May 2017, Vientiane, Lao PDR

From left: Dr Mika M: o, Dr phou Dt g h and Ms Frederika Meijer at a workshop in Vientiane Capital on May 30

May 31st, 2017 | 08:43 AM | <®> 1641 views
KPL

Lao and foreign lawmakers met in Vientiane at a workshop on legislating for the full achievement of sustainable development goals (SDGs) and for the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) goals and targets.

The workshop was co-held by the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD) and the Lao Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development
(LAPPD).

The workshop was held on Tuesday in Vientiane Capital and was attended by President of LAPPD Dr Somphou Douangsavanh, Executive Director of AFPPD Dr Mika Marumoto and
relevant officials.

The goals of this workshop are to educate and motivate Lao parliamentarians to address population and development issues within the 2030 Agenda framework, further strengthening
parliamentarians’ advocacy skills to champion targeted priority issues.

The two-day workshop also aims to better inform Lao Members of Parliament (MPs) on the SDGs in relation to the AFPPD Strategic Priorities Framework and the International Conference

on Population and Development (ICPD) agenda, their targets and indicators, focusing on national commitments and priorities, to increase MPs’ knowledge of international standards and
good practices on ICPD-related legislation and policies, especially related to AFPPD's strategic priority issues.

Source: https://www.brudirect.com/news.php?id=28190
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Annex 4. Evaluation of the AFPPD-LAPPD Parliamentarians Workshop

* Please note that the comments have been edited for brevity and appropriate grammar where needed.
Any apparent discrepancies in percentages are due to rounding.

Total respondents: 37 participants

Summary: According to the responses, the majority of the participants expressed that they were
“very satisfied” and “satisfied” with the workshop. No one has expressed that they were dissatisfied
with the overall workshop. Most responders expressed that the workshop was an effective
opportunity to exchange of ideas and perspectives, particularly as parliamentarians came from
different provinces of Lao PDR. Most responders were also satisfied with the group work and felt that
their knowledge on SDG and ICPD issues has improved. Some participants have also provided
recommendations to AFPPD particularly in relation to the timing of the workshop and the need to
localize it more e.g. materials should be translated into the local language and local actors should be
more involved in the discussions (see “General Highlighted Comments - Recommendations”).

Overall Level of Satisfaction

Were You Satisfied with the Quality of the Workshop?

60% 56%

50%
42%
40%

30%
20%

10%

3%
0% 0% 0%
0% ° ° ’ [

| Don't Know  Very Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Neither Satisfied Satisfied Very Satisfied
nor Dissatisfied

Highlighted Comments
“The workshop sessions were well-organized with relevant discussions and a rich agenda.”
“I feel more confident about reaching the development goals and implementing them.”

“The workshop had a good level of representation from the government. I appreciate the fact that we
can exchange ideas among Members of Parliament, particularly those from other provinces.”
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Evaluation for Each Session and Group Work

Participants were asked to evaluate the usefulness of each session from a score of 1 (Not Useful) to 5
(Extremely Useful). The following graph depicts the result for each session. The majority of
responders found that each session was “useful” or “extremely useful.”

"How Did You Perceive the Usefulness of Each
Session?"
Session 5: Active Ageing [N
Session 4: Youth Policy [l
Session 3: GEWE: Addressing Violence Against Women [l
Session 2: SRHR, Security and Safety of Women and Girls  [JIIl

Session 1: Overview of SDGs and ICPD [l

Opening [N

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m Not Useful m Somewhat Useful  ® Neutral Useful  ® Extremely Useful

Participants were asked to evaluate the group work from a score of 1 (Not Useful) to 5 (Extremely
Useful). The majority of responders were “satisfied” or “very satisfied” with the group work. In the
comments section, most noted that the group work was valuable to share information and exchange
perspectives on relevant issues.

"Were You Satisfied with the Group Work?"

45% 42%
40%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15% 0

10% 8%

3%
0% [

| Don't Know Very Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Neither Satisfied Satisfied Very Satisfied
nor Dissatisfied
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Highlighted Comments (Group Work):

e “The group work was a great opportunity to exchange ideas and learn more about the issues in
other provinces.”

e “There was a lot of information sharing. However, it was also challenging working with such a
diverse group as we have different issues in our provinces and different ways to tackle them.”

Improvement of Knowledge

Participants were asked if they agree with the following two statements:

1. “My understanding of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has improved after the
workshop.”

2. “My understanding of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) has
improved after the workshop.”

The following graph depicts the result for each statement. The majority of responders have agreed
that their understanding of both the SDGs and the ICPD has improved after the workshop.

Has Your Understanding Improved?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

B | don't Know M Strongly Disagree M Disagree Neutral B Agree M Strongly Agree
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General Highlighted Comments

Which topic(s) would you like to know more about?

The topics that were most commonly cited were youth issues (expressed by 11 participants)
and active ageing (expressed by 9 participants). Specific topics that were cited included child
marriage; youth issues in relation to drug abuse; techniques for effective youth engagement;
and healthcare for the elderly. Two participants expressed that they would like to learn more
about UNFPA’s Noi Campaign.

Did any session stand out to you the most and why?

The two most commonly cited sessions in response to this question were Session 2 on SRHR
and Security and Safety of Women and Girls (expressed by 8 participants) and Session 3 on
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment: Violence Against Women (expressed by 8
participants). This is followed by Session 4 on Youth Policy (expressed by 7 participants) and
Session 5 on Active Ageing (expressed by 5 participants).

Do you have any suggestions to improve future national workshops of AFPPD?

Recommendations centered on the timing of the workshop (expressed by 10 participants),
namely the need for more time to fully address each agenda topic and to work in groups, as
well as logistical arrangements. The language of the workshop was also commonly cited
as an area to improve.

“The workshop should be more than 2 days. The sessions covered a lot of topic but we need
more time for discussion and reflection, and to dig deeper into specific issues.”

“It was a lot of information in long sessions under a lot of time pressure.”
“All presentations and hand-outs should be in Lao.”

“For future workshops, AFPPD can involve more local actors including local NGOs and CSOs in
the discussions.”

“If possible, AFPPD can invite MPs from other countries to come to national workshops to

share their experiences.”

“It would be good if AFPPD can host national workshops in other provinces as each province
has its own priority issues. This can facilitate even more knowledge sharing.”
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Annex 5: Presentations and Speeches
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Affairs and President, LAPPD)
To Parliamentarians Workshop on Legislating for the Full Achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals/ the International

Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Goals and Targets
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chair of this workshop for the parliamentarians on legislation on

on Legislating for the Full Achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals/ the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Goals
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On behalf of the committee at NA, committee of Social and
Cultural Affairs as well as NA parliamentarians on Population
and Development, | would like to warmly welcome and be
grateful to all distinguished guests domestically and
internationally for your valuable time and highly appreciated to
AFPPD (Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population
and Development) for organizing the workshop in cooperation
with NA. | am deeply thankful to UNFPA who is always a great
partner and support population and development issues

including finally support this workshop.
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My respected and dear guests,

So far, the our whole world as well as the region are facing
various challenges such as economic deterioration, natural and
environmental disasters which are linked to global warming,
international criminals, terrorism, political conflicts, border
dispute, illegal drugs, spread of diseases, human trafficking,
and others which include lack of elder care, violation for women
and children, and all those are direct treats on human beings.
Particularly the problems on woman and children violation
which has been existing for a long time negatively impacts on
social and economic development, physical, physiological and
mental and emotional development for women and children.
Woman and children violation exist due to various reasons such
as environmental settings, cultures, beliefs, poverty,
development disparity, social perspectives on women, low
education and other social problems.

Therefore, in order to address those problems, UNDP
promulgated the convention on eradication of all types of
discriminations on women (CEADAW) which has become good
opportunity and critical legislation and the member countries
accountable can implement the convention as a basis for

developing strategy, operational plan, and programmes to
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ensure equal rights among women and men,

communities, and societies.

families,
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This workshop offer good chances to inform Lao Members of
Parliament (MPs) on work plan on International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) agenda, their targets and
indicators, focusing on national commitments and priorities throug
consultation, exchanging experiences and good lessons;

To increase MPs’ knowledge of international standards and good
practices on ICPD-related legislation and policies, especially
related to AFPPD’s strategic priority issues;

To increase MPs’ capacity to legislate for the full achievement of
AFPPD’s strategic priority targets, including gender equality and
women’s empowerment, universal access to sexual and
reproductive health (SRH) services, information and education, ar
specific needs of young people and elderly populations;

In order to ensure success as targeted, I, as a meeting chairman
request all parliamentarians, facilitators, trainers, and participants
inside and outside the country be accountable and committed to in
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giving direct and constructive comments on how to address the
problems as well as identifying solutions on legislation
development which will be important tool in implementing Act
effectively.

I am confident that this workshop will run smoothly and
successfully.

And | wish all the participants healthy, successful in your respecte
and honourable work and family matters.

I would now like to take this opportunity to officially open the
workshop from now on.

Thank you so much!!
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0 Why work with AFPPD?
OO0 Why “Parliamentarians” in the SDGs era?
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Workshop Objectives, Agenda & Expected Results




What is AFPPD?
The oldest regional parliamentary network in the world (since 1981)

Central Asia (3) West&South Asia (8) South East Asia (9) EastAsia (4) Pacific (5)

Total 11 Members:

Every 2 years
1 Chair (Japan) | 7 Representation
5 Vice-chairs (Australia; China; aesSHIbl s

; LIEp 1 Country =
India; Kazakhstan; Philippines; )

) 1 National Committee;
1 Secretary-General (Thailand) | Executive
1 Treasurer (Cambodia) )
3 Executive Members Committee

1 Vote
(Pacific; Vietnam; Iran-TBD) | _|

[ | |
Gender Equality Investing in
3 Standing Committees and Women'’s Youthg Active Ageing
Empowerment

Co-chairs of SCs  New Zealand & Tonga Nepal & Tajikistan  China & Japan

AFPPD Secretariat in Bangkok, Thailand

AFPPD envisions a world especially where....

All women and girls have
access to sexual &
reproductive health
information, education and

Demographic changes Women and girls have
and population issues equal rights and

are taken into account opportunities, and can

in planning for enjoy a safe, healthy and services, and can decide

sustainable dignified life throughout whether, when and how
development their lives many to have children

MISSION: AFPPD aims to realize its vision through parliamentary work:
(1) Advance for and formulate/amend policies and legislation;

(2) Advocate for budget increases and financial resources for implementation of
laws and regulations;

(3) Hold governments accountable.
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Defined by pioneering MPs on P&D

Major Conference: 27-30 Oct 1981
Asian Conference of Parliamentarians
on Population and Development

19 countries attended, incl.

Former Japanese PM Mr. Takeo Fukuda
UNFPE Executive Director Mr. R. Salas
=>

Beijing Declaration

=>4 AFPPD founding members:
Japan; India; China; Sri Lanka.
Australia and Malaysia joined later.

AFPPD'’s First Three Decades

Defined by AFPPD’s geographical outreach
(Kazakhstan, Central Asia to Fiji, the Pacific)

LAPPD became a member in 2003

Major Conference: Sept 3-4 1994
International Conference of Parliamentarians
on Population and Development (ICPPD)

The world’s largest international conference on
population and development, 300 MPs, from 107
countries met in Cairo

MPs recommendations to ICPD, Cairo Egypt
179 countries
=>ICPD Programme of Action

Defined by New Faces of Networking

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
adopted

New Faces:

Women parliamentarians and Ministers
Young Parliamentarians

Indigenous Parliamentarians

Male MPs on Violence against Women

2015: UN SDGs adopted => AFPPD 11th GA

2016: AFPPD Strategic Cycle (2016-2019) I

AFPPD-LAPPD Workshop Objective (1)

54

A To better inform Lao Members of Parliament (MPs) of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in relation to

the AFPPD Strategic Priorities Framework and

the International Conference on Population and Development
(ICPD) agenda, targets and indicators, focusing on

Lao PDR’s national commitments and priorities




Why LAPPD should work with AFPPD?
AFPPD offers knowledge platforms and products tailored for Parliamentarians...

Parliamentary Good Practices for
Effective Implementation of Laws and Policies for
Prevention of Trafficking

Parliamentary Good Practices for
Effective Implementation of Laws and Policies for
Prevention of Child Marriage

Briefing Cards
for Parliamentarians

ACTIVE AGERNG
GENI EQUALITY & WOMEN"S EMPOWERMENT

INVESTING IN Y04

2017 AFPPD National, Regional and Global
Knowledge Platforms
AFPPD’s First National Workshop in Laos

Outcome 1
Capacity Building &

Knowledge/Comm’n work

Outcome?2
CSOs / MPs network

Dantnanchine
L artiersnips

Outcome3

Political Influence

National

@1] Trafficking Conference in March />
Regional /

Sub-Regional @ng Committee Me@
w General Assembly 2017 in Octobe;’//

<~ G7International Parliamentarians Conference May

Global

AFPPD Knowledge Products; Parliamentary Good Practices
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AFPPD-LAPPD Workshop Objective (2)

O To increase Lao parliamentarians’ knowledge of
international standards and good practices of
ICPD-related legislation and policies,
especially related to
AFPPD'’s strategic priority issues

Why parliamentarians in the SDGs era?

The increasingly critical role of Parliamentarians
in order to achieve the SDGs....

“We acknowledge the essential role of national parliaments
through their enactment of legislation and adoption of
budgets and their role in ensuring accountability for the
effective implementation of our commitments.”

Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Declaration (para 45)

v Top-down approach
v" Collective political will
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]
@‘ Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

5.1 End discrimination against women and girls

5.2 Eliminate violence against women and girls National Level

5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices (early/forced marriage and FGM) Impl ementation

5.4 Recognize unpaid care and domestic work & the Role of

5.5 Ensure women's effective participation and equal opportunities for Parliamentarians
leadership

5.6 Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and
reproductive rights

5.2 Undertake reforms for women’s equal rights

5.b Enhance use of technology to promote women’s empowerment

5.c Strengthen policies & legislation for women & girls’
empowerment

SDGs: Goal 3 Implementation through life-cycle approach
Why top-down approach and MPs’ roles are imperative in the SDGs Implementation?
Childhood Adulthood | _Older age
killed Birth I Mortali E ion+ *E i < inui
Skilled Birt nfant Mortality US Mortality d.ucatlon .ducatlon/ Contlr?umg
attendants rate (*incl. CSE) literacy+ education+
Empl t Empl t
Maternal .. Malaria e rrlzen mp Oyl?en
. *Morbidity rates . (occupational (occupational *NCDs+
mortality prophylaxis . L.
injuries) injuries*)
*1 iti
mmunities *Early . *STI risks+ .
*Emergency conferred . *NCD risks . *Dementia
N K i childhood L. (incl. L.
obstetric care +(including education+ initiated+ HIV/AIDS) incidence
PMTCT)
*N tal Adol t Oth
*Premature eona- a © e.s'cen L 'er *Abuse and
. mortality *Orphan status fertility morbidities and
births i non- support
rate+ *Sexual debut mortality
*Immuniza “GBV+
*C-sections . * Early *GBV+
tion (later)+

* Those with asterisk were not included in the MDGs. ~+ Those with plus have been included in some n

Source: AFPPD (2016). Parliamentarian Resource Kit on SRHR and Population and Development Link
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AFPPD-LAPPD Workshop Objectives (3 & 4)

U To increase MPs’ capacity to legislate for full achievement of
AFPPD'’s strategic priority targets related to the SDGs, including
gender equality and women’s empowerment (GEWE),
universal access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services,
information and education, and specific needs of
young people and elderly populations

U To expand the pool of parliamentarians who have sufficient knowledge
to advocate for AFPPD’s strategic priority issues and the ICPD agenda.

AGENDA OVERVIEW

DAY 1:

U Keynote Speeches

U Session 1: Lao PDR and Overview of the SDGs and ICPD PoA

U Session 2: SRHR & Security and Safety of Women and Girls

U Session 3: GEWE - Addressing Violence Against Women & Girls

DAY 2:
U Session 4-5: Empowering and Investing in Youth & Healthy and Active Ageing
U Group work to deliberate the Draft Lao PDR Legislation Analysis & Fact Sheet.

U Adoption of the list of priority issues for MPs to work on advancement of the ICPD PoA
and recommendations for a joint work plan between LAPPD and AFPPD
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Expected Results:
AFPPD-LAPPD National Workshop

(1) Increased understanding by LAPPD members on the role of AFPPD,
focusing on AFPPD-LAPPD synergies and opportunities.

(2) Increased awareness by LAPPD members on AFPPD’s strategic issues
(women and girls, youth, and ageing populations) in the context of Lao PDR’s
situations.

(3) Identified priority issues for LAPPD to work on within Lao PDR’s various
National Plans as well as AFPPD’s Strategic Framework 2016-2019.

(4) Development of a cohesive set of advocacy action plans for LAPPD members
to act as champion policy advocates on prioritizing ICPD issues in the national
planning and implementation of the SDGs.

2oL lamIe9cd!
Thank you!
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Speech for the AFPPD-LAPPD Parliamentarians Workshop
Legislating for the Full Achievement of the SDGs/ICPD
Goals and Targets
Keynote speech by
Ms. Frederika Meijer, Representative, UNFPA Lao PDR

Vientiane
30 May 2017

Chairperson — honorable Dr. Somphou Douangsavanh, MP,
Chair Committee of Social and Cultural Affairs and President
LAPPD

Hon. Mr. Bounpone Bouttanavong, MP, Vice President of the

National Assembly, Lao PDR

Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director, AFPPD

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen

Good morning to you all (Sabaidee Ton Sao)

On behalf of the United Nations Population Fund, UNFPA, |
would like to express my profound gratitude for the invitation
extended to me to attend this important meeting. This Workshop,

under the theme “Legislating for the Full Achievement of the
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SDGs/ICPD Goals and Targets” offers us an important platform
to exchange lessons learnt and identify ways and means to
enhance our collected efforts in accomplishing the Sustainable
Development Goals and the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) agenda in the region and
Lao PDR.

| wish to express my appreciation to Hon. Dr. Somphou
Douangsavanh, MP, Chair Committee of Social and Cultural
Affairs and President LAPPD for organizing this important event.
Let me also thank Dr. Mika Marumoto, Executive Director,
AFPPD for her partnership with UNFPA and for inviting me to

join you here today.

This workshop comes at an especially important time, as Lao
PDR and other Asian countries endeavor to accelerate efforts to
achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
underpinned by the SDGs. Furthermore, it is recognized that the
principles of the International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD) Agenda are timeless and the commitments

are prerequisites for sustainable development agenda.
Family planning, and more broadly sexual and reproductive

health and rights, are a key ingredient of this ambitious

endeavor.
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Together, the SDGs form a broad, holistic and ambitious
agenda that proposes to build a better world for all people,

leaving no one behind.

That means correcting the inequalities left by the MDG process,
based on the simple but profound truth set forth in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: that we are all born free and equal

in dignity and rights.

The 2030 Agenda seeks to bring together all spheres of life — the
economic, the social, the environmental, and also how we are

governed and how we live together as societies.

It is an agenda that very much emphasizes the idea of
‘transformation’ that is, realizing a different vision of what

development means, and what constitutes a good life.

The 2030 Agenda tells us that, while economic growth is key to
development, we should aspire to more than just material

wellbeing.
It tells us that development needs to be about building more

caring societies and a caring world —where people and countries

care for one another and also for nature.
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Parliamentarians are, of course, our essential partners in the
Agenda 2030. Without your leadership, passion and commitment
we will not be able to move forward in implementing the global

promises of the ICPD and 2030 agenda.

So why are Reproductive health and family planning key to

achieving this transformation?

First of all, it is essential for ensuring the goal of good health and
wellbeing for all people. That is why one of the targets under this

goal is:

By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive
health-care services, including for family planning, information
and education, and the integration of reproductive health into

national strategies and programmes.

This is especially critical for reaching two other health targets in
the 2030 Agenda, which is to drastically reduce maternal

deaths and also child and newborn deaths.
Universal access to family planning is also key to gender

equality and the empowerment of women and girls —goal 5
in the 2030 Agenda.

63



That is why sexual and reproductive health and reproductive

rights are included under this goal as well:

And as we all know, good health and gender equality are also
essential for achieving other goals such as eradicating poverty
and hunger, quality education for all people, promoting economic
growth with decent work for everyone, reducing inequalities and

building peaceful and inclusive societies.

But even beyond these very important specific goals, sexual
and reproductive health and rights are at the heart of the
transformation toward more caring societies that the 2030

Agenda calls for.

This Workshop is an excellent opportunity to reflect on how far
Lao PDR has come in its endeavor to achieve this ideal and what

more needs to be done.

On the one hand the country has made enormous progress. Only
between 2012 and 2015, Lao PDR has reduced its maternal
mortality ratio from 357 to 206! per 100,000 live births. In

absolute terms, this means 170 fewer women dying every year.

1lao PHC 2015
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But even with this reduction, we still have a long way to go. The
2030 Agenda calls for the target of 70 per 100,000 live births,
and in fact, even one preventable maternal death is one too

many.

So we do need to do much more to expand access to sexual
and reproductive health services including family planning,
improve the quality of these services and ensure that everyone,
especially young people, has the information needed to make

good decisions about their sexual and reproductive health.

Access to services continues to be a big challenge in Lao PDR.
Unmet need for family planning remains high at 20 per cent, and
even higher — as much as 31 per cent — among some ethnic
groups. Also, many women still lack care by trained health
professionals when they give birth — the latest data tell us that
only 41.5%% of child births are attended to by skilled birth

attendants.

A key condition to expanding access to services as well as
improving their quality is increasing public investment in health
services. While Lao PDR has made important efforts on this
front, public health expenditure as a percentage of GDP, at x%,

is still relatively low when compared to other countries in the

21S1S2011/12
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ASEAN region which have achieved lower maternal mortality

levels and higher access to family planning services.

Lao PDR has made good investments in education. However,
according to the latest Population and Housing Census (2015)
42,000 adolescent girls never attended school and

approximately 90,000 of girls aged 6-16 years dropped out.

One important factor contributing to the large number of school
drop-outs, especially for girls, is the high adolescent birth rate.
In fact, the country has the highest adolescent birth rate in the
region at 76 live births per 1,000 girls aged 15-19, and these

figures are worse for the poor and uneducated.

Payoff will be high if social and economic policies invest in
education and employment of young people, especially girls.
Like Noi.

Noi is a 10-year-old girl who represents all adolescent girls aged
10-19 of which there are 700,230 in Lao PDR. Considerable
overall progress has been made in education opportunities and
health advancements over the past decades; however, there are
still a number of obstacles these girls are facing such as
proper access to education, sexual and reproductive health

information and services and job opportunities.
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Increasing our knowledge on the issues faced by adolescent
girls and diminishing the obstacles to her development can only
be achieved through multi-sectoral partnership and better

investment, as dictated by the SDG’s.

To finalize, Lao PDR has set itself the goal of graduating from
LDC status by the year 2020. UNFPA applauds this goal, and we
hope to support your effort to achieve it by helping you to improve
the health and wellbeing of all of the inhabitants of the country,
especially the women and girls, and also helping to formulate
and apply policies and legislation that ensure that all women
and girls can fully develop and exercise their capacity to
contribute to this goal. These are essential conditions for
economic growth and also for ensuring that the fruits of that
growth are enjoyed equitably by all people — not just a privileged

few.

By organizing this important workshop, we believe that Lao PDR
is taking an important step toward giving an example to the world
— an example of a prosperity that goes beyond the accumulation
of material wealth and ensures that that wealth is translated into

the health, wellbeing and dignity of all people.
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The 2030 Agenda underlines “the essential role of national
parliaments” through enacting legislation, adopting
budgets and ensuring accountability. Supporting the health,
rights and empowerment of women, girls and young people is
central to sustainable development. It is also critical to realizing
a demographic dividend with the potential to lift hundreds of

millions of people out of poverty.

We thank the LAPPD, AFPPD and all members of the National
Assembly and other participants for participating in this important

workshop.

We wish you all productive and fruitful discussions that will arrive
at a collective vision of how to move forward together towards
The agenda 2030 with prosperity for all, and especially for Noi.
Cop chai
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AFPPD Strategic Plan & Priorities Framework (2016-2019)

AFPPD-LAPPD National Workshop 2017

MIKA MARUMOTO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ASIAN FORUM OF PARLIAMENTARIANS ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

(] What is the AFPPD’s Strategic Plan & Framework, and
how is it linked to the ICPD agenda and the SDGs?

= Why mainstreaming the ICPD agenda in the SDGs?

d How can AFPPD and LAPPD identify common priority advocacy
issues’

=» AFPPD Legislation Analysis & Factsheet Project
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AFPPD - Empowering parliamentarians to
advance ICPD PoA, MDGs and SDGs

* Advancing the International
Conference on Population and

Development Programme of * Developed a platform for advocacy

Action (ICPD PoA), Cairo. among Asia-Pacific parliamentarians: * Empowering MPs to achieve SDGs
Goal 1: Eradicate poverty * SDGs = born out of criticisms of MDGs

* International Consensus on Family |Goal 2: Universal Primary Education -Top-down => Participatory

Plzllng}nﬁtand Reproductive Health | Goa] 3: Gender equality and women’s -Inattention to HR => HR oriented

and Rights

& empowerment -Focus on national avgs => disparities
. . Goal 4: Reduce IMR -Concentration on LDCs => all countries

* Paradigm shift from the macro- . L

demographic approach to human Goal 5: Reduce MMR -Lack of means of implementation =>

rights approach. Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS means and implementation stated in
Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 17 Goals & 169 Indicators

Goal 8: Global partnership for development | AFPPD adopted the new Strategic Plan

(2016-2019) -

What is the AFPPD’s Strategic Plan & Framework?
AFPPD’s Three Guiding Documents...

U AFPPD Strategic Plan 2016-2019 (October 2015)
» Results Chain and Accountability Framework

UAFPPD Standing Committees Strategic Priorities Framework (April 2016)

U AFPPD Constitution (2015)
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1. AFPPD’s Strategic Plan 2016-2019: Results Chain and Accountability Framework:

Sustainable Development Goals 2016-2030/ICPD beyond 2014

*

Asia and Pacific Population Conference - Ministerial Declaration 2013-23 '

*

AFPPD Strategic Plan 2016-2019:
Enabling APPC Ministerial Declaration implementation and monitoring &
Contributing to regional and global policy advocacy

* * * *

Outcome 1: Outcome 2: Outcome 3: Management Output:
National/sub-national and | The ICPD regional AFPPD influences = Good governance,

sectoral policies and plans | agreement is extended and regional/global | clear accountability
are in line with the APPC MD | supported by other political/develop  and effective

and incorporate the health parliamentary and CSO A
X ment agendaand | communication are
and gender goals and groups and mechanisms,

targets of the SDGs and such as APEC, ASEAN Inter-  Provide aligned Well_ _ _
increased national/sub- Parliamentary Assembly, support to its 1nst1tut101.1allzc.3d
national budgets are WB parliamentary network, | realization. and practiced in

allocated to enable CPA, and IPU for wider AFPPD.
I implementation. support. _

2. AFPPD Standing Committees and Strategic Priorities in 2016-2019

Economic Ar raphic Dividend

Women < =xou  Youth

and Forced
Marriage :
7 A fmr q q -
¢ Elimination of » Education * » Social Protection

Violence Against Employment e Elder Abuse
Women and Girls

Elderly

Safety and

Security
¢ Social Welfare

Universal Health Coverage, Health Financing, Disability
«Family Planning/ « Life Skills and o Healthy and Activi 4

SRHR Comprehensive Ageing '
_ Sexuality Education =2
=
 Political e Youth Participation . B
Participation PO ! . . " p e Older Persons’ (=n
articipation Contributions (e.g. o
=
volunteer, decent
\_ work, intern) )
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3. AFPPD Constitution (Article VI): Membership
6.4 Roles of members and associate members include:

a) To act in accordance with the AFPPD’s mission and objective;

b) To demonstrate an ability to organize and maintain basic activities to
achieve the AFPPD’s mission;

c) To facilitate the selection and nomination process for sending
representatives to the General Assembly and other AFPPD meetings;

d) To participate in and contribute to the strategic planning and
implementation of AFPPD’s sub-regional, regional and global activities; and

e) To provide annually a programme of activities for the coming year and an
annual report of activities undertaken in the previous year.

A two-year report will also be presented to the General Assembly

4,\,\/\. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being
for all at all ages (2030)

3.1  Reduce maternal mortality....

3.2 End preventable under-5 mortality...

3.3  End the AIDS epidemic......

3.4  Reduce NCDs mortality.....

3.5  Strengthen prevention of substance & alcohol abuse....

3.6 Reduce deaths and injuries from traffic and road accidents (by 2020)

3.7 Universal access to SRH services including FP, information &
education....

3.8  Achieve universal health coverage....
3.9  End hazardous chemicals and pollution related illness/death
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Investing in SRHR is a Phenomenal Investment

Analysis and Projections made by Copenhagen Consensus Group
Returns on Investments in $ Per $1 Spent
Investing in SRH
Reducing malnutrition

Combating TB & Malaria

Boosting pre-primary education

S0 $10 $20 $30 $40 $50 $60 $70 $80 $90  $100

Assumptions: The projected benefits result from reduced IMR/MMR, longer survival and higher productivity,
higher women'’s labor participation and greater investment in the human capital of children
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How can we identify shared priority advocacy issues? Legislation Analysis Project & Factsheet
The Legislation Analysis Project (First Step)

| Identification of 25 International Norms following AFPPD’s Strategic Framework |

| 14 Norms Relating to Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

| 6 Norms Relating to Youth Empowerment

—>

|
|
| 4 Norms Relating to Active Ageing |
|

| 1 Norm Relating to Age of Marriage

Each norm is broken down in “elements of rights”

Example: The first norm on youth empowerment identified under “education and employment,” relates
to the right of everyone to education, primary education compulsory and free for all, encourage diverse
forms of secondary education, as provided for in ICESCR, Article 13; CRC Article 28; and the GCPPD
G7 Declaration and Recommendations para 2.1.

This norm has four elements of rights: the right to primary education; the right to compulsory
primary education; the right to free primary education; and the availability of diverse forms of
secondary education.

Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment:
14 International Norms selected
from Legal Sources

1. Prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against women and
girls, including physical, sexual, psychological and domestic violence and
harmful practices

Legal sources

(1) Universal Declaration of Human Rights; (2) CEDAW Part], Articles 5, 6; (3) Beijing PoA, Critical area of
concern D, para 112; (4) Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (1993); (5) The 1999
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (OP-
CEDAW); (6) ICPD Principle 4 and Chapter "Gender Equality, equity and empowerment of women"; (7)
GCPPD G7 Declaration and Recommendations; (8) The Global strategy for women'’s, children’s and
adolescents' health (2016-2030) (Targets Page 44); (9) Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (Para
18, Page 4); (10) Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination; (11) International Covenant on
civil and political rights; (12) Cairo Declaration; (13) Convention on the Rights of the Child; (14) UNSCR
1325
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Major International Treaties and Instruments related to
’ 2
AFPPD Strategy & Lao PDR’s Commitment Status
Legal challenges or achievements in regard to AFPPD’s mandate and strategic framework
International treaties and instruments

International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action - ICPD PoA (1994) Signed in 1994
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Sustainable Development Goals - SDGs (2015) Adopted at the UN GA in 2015
Paris Agreement, The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change - COP21 (2015) Ratified in 2016
International Convention on Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Not signed
Families (1990)
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000) Acceded in 2003
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children Acceded in 2003
(2000)
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women - CEDAW (1981) Ratified in 1991
Optional Protocol to the CEDAW (1999) Not signed
Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) Signed in 1995
Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages Not signed
(1964)
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Ratified in 1991

The Legislation Analysis Project (Second Step)

- 20.2013 Law on Technical and Vocational Education and Training -

9.2013 Law on Social Security

75

Compilation of Domestic Laws and Extraction of Relevant Provisions
(including the Constitution), and Policies/Strategies
& First Accuracy Check through Secondary Sources
(TVET)

1. 1990 Family Law 21.2014 National Family Planning Action Plan (2014-2015)
2. 1990 Property Law 22.2014 Law on Preventing Violence against Women and Children
3. 1990 Inheritance Law 23.2014 National Plan of Action against Violence against Women
4. 1991 Constitution of the Lao PDR (Rev. 2003; 2015) and Children 2014-2020
5. 2003 Land Law 24.2006 National Population and Development Policy
6. 2004 Law on the Development and Protection of Women 25.2015 Law on Health Care
7. 2004 National Policy towards the Elderly 26.2015 Policy Document “Unsafe abortion: prevention and care, a
8. 2005 Penal Law practical guideline for health workers”
9. 2005 Health Care Law 27.2015 Education Law
10.2006 Decree on the Implementation of the Law on the 28.2016 Law on Trafficking in Persons

Development and Protection of Women 29.2016: 8t Five-Year National Socio-Economic Development Plan
11.2007 Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of the (2016-2020)

Child 30.2016 Ten Year National Strategy for Gender Equality (2016-
12.2008 Family Code - Revision (Lower the marriage age to 15 2025) and the Vision 2030

from 18 in special and necessary cases) 31.2016: National Strategy and Action Plan for Integrated Services
13.2009 Presidential Ordinance on the Conclusion, Accession and on Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (2016 -

Implementation of International Treaties 2025)
14.2009: Educational Sector Development Framework 2009-2015 32. National Migration Strategy
15.2010 Law on HIV/AIDS Control and Prevention
16.2012 Environmental Protection Law
17. National Environmental Strategy 2020
18.2013 Labor Law
1




The Legislation Analysis Project (Third Step)

| Assessment of Compliance of National Provisions to International Norms |

Example: Age of Marriage in Lao PDR
International norm: Free from early, child and forced marriages, as guaranteed by
(1) CRC; (2) CEDAW, Article 16; (3) CESCR, Article 10; (4) AFPPD 2016 Kathmandu
Declaration; (5) GCPPD G7 Declaration and Recommendations para 2.3; (6) ICCPR, Article 23;
(7) Covenant of Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of
Marriages (Articles 1 and 2).

Elements of the right: a) Right to avoid child marriage; b) Right to avoid forced marriage.

Relevant national laws or policies:

e Lao PDR’s Family Law (1990) guarantees to men and women reaching the age of marriage an equal
right to marry. (Legal age set at 18);

* Family Code (rev 2008) excludes the possibility of lowering the marriage age to 15 in special and
necessary cases;

* National Strategy for Gender Equality 2016-2025, put child marriage as a harmful practice
against women and girls (Strategy 2, 6.3)

* Preventing Violence against Women and Children, forced marriage qualifies as an act of VAW,
punished in accordance with the Penal Law.

The Legislation Analysis Project (Third Step w/ LAPPD on Day 2)

| Assessment of Compliance of National Provisions to International Norms
Example: Age of Marriage in Lao PDR

Elements of the right:

a) Right to avoid child marriage; b) Right to avoid forced marriage.

How does the law, policy, regulation reflect the international norm?

a) Explicit/Indirect: although child marriage is forbidden, a recent amendment (the Family Code 2008) allows
special cases to lower the age of marriage from 18 to 15 (to be verified by LAPPD);

b) Reflected/Protection: Lao PDR’s current legislative framework goes far in preventing child marriage, in line
with its obligations under the CRC, CEDAW, and the GCPPD G7 Declaration and Recommendations, and the
ICCPR.

Assessment of compliance:

a) Partially/Does not comply; b) Comply (but Implementation problematic = to be verified by LAPPD).

Despite this framework, the implementation seems to be problematic; recent statistics have shown that in Lao PDR, 34% of

women aged between 20 and 24 years old who were married or in union before they were 18 years old.

(Source: UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children 2016)

Recommendations:
a) Amend the Family Law to remove the special cases (To be verified by LAPPD on the most recent revision);
b) Accession to the Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of

. Marriages -
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The Legislation Analysis Project (Fourth Step)

| Summarizing Findings in a Narrative Regional Report |

LAPPD Members’ Verification and Inputs to be shared at this Workshop — Day 2

* The three first steps are compiled in a convenient but complex tool, an excel
table that is completed for each country (EXAMPLE).

* The findings are then summarized in country reports.

* 5 reports: Central Asia, South Asia, South-East Asia, East Asia and the Pacific.

* Reports include an analysis of the regional instruments in place and a
methodology section.

* The reports for the 29 AFPPD Member States have now been drafted, awaiting
for complementary sources from National Committees and AFPPD partners.

* By the end of May, the legislation analysis project will cover 7 prospective
members in South-East Asia and the Pacific: Fiji, Kiribati, Myanmar, Samoa,
Singapore, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu.

The Legislation Analysis Project (Fifth Step)

Creating National Committees Fact Sheets

Parliament Background

National Indicators .
Information

Election of Parliamentary
Committees

Parliament leadership

History of National
Committee

Recent Activities and
Achievements of the NC

Participation of MPs in
AFPPD’s activities

Mandate of the NC
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The Legislation Analysis Project (Fifth Step)

Creating National Committees Fact Sheets

The table follows the
structure of AFPPD’s
Strategic Framework.

It facilitates the review of
key findings by the National
Committees and AFPPD
Partners.

The Legislation Analysis Project (Fifth Step)

Creating National Committees Fact Sheets

AFPPD’s Mission,
Objectives and Activities

AFPPD’s Strategic
Framework

FACT SHEET 2017

AFPPD’s Governance
Structure
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The Legislation Analysis Project (Next Steps)

What's next? ‘

» These fact sheets have been sent or will be sent to all the National Committees for accuracy-review. They will
be reviewed annually and updated on a regular basis.
» Before publication on AFPPD’s website, they will also be sent for review to:
v UNFPA Country Offices
v UNFPA APRO and EECARO
v/ ARROW (SRHR section)
v' Help Age (Ageing section)
* The legislation analysis and the fact sheets create an avenue for adequate and specific legal and policy
advocacy, based on the legislative gaps identified.
e The fact sheets can also be used as a monitoring and evaluation tool for AFPPD and National Committees, as
evidence of successful advocacy efforts through legislative progress.

* Through the legislation analysis project, AFPPD will be equipped with a comprehensive library of
laws and policies of 36 Asia-Pacific countries, which will be accessible to National Committees on
request.

* DAY 2: Group Work:

. LAPPD MPs’ individual and collective advocacy issues to be identified .

Thank you!
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OUTLINE

 Introduction to Budget Advocacy

« Examples of Budget Analysis and Advocacy

» How-to Guide and Key Questions

96




1. INTRODUCTION TO BUDGET ADVOCACY
[ Budget Analysis and Advocacy

“A strategic approach to influence governments’ budget choices, aimed at achieving clear and specific
outcomes—e.g., healthier people, less poverty, or improved governance”
— International Budget Partnership

What can be achieved through budget

advocacy?

Budget
Analysis

and
Advocacy

Budget Strategic
Analysis Advocacy

« Efficient and equitable allocation and spending of
national budget

+ With clear information on budget, civil society is supported
in monitoring the government and empowered to participate
actively in political decision making

» Transparent budget and increased public confidence in the
government.

1. INTRODUCTION TO BUDGET ADVOCACY
@ Budget Advocacy and the National Budget Cycle
4 W ( )
* With the disclosure of budget * Disseminate the findings of
execution data, go through analysis on previous year’s
another analysis budget
* Make recommend_ation on how Auditing Formulation » Make proposals for budget
the budget allocation has to Budget Draft Budget is allocation in key areas based on
change expenditure is formulated in value-for-money
accounted for the government
\_ and assessed and priority is _J
for effectivene made
Execution Enactment
( Budget is Draft budget is
implemented | discussed and
by disbursing | 2Pproved in the )
* Monitor implementation of plan e parhi?;rg with « Campaign for more open
throughout the budget cycle EENGlE enactment process
through engagement with » Work with parliament to influence
authorities and service providers reallocations or change in the
budget proposal
Execution and monitoring
\ : Year round
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1. INTRODUCTION TO BUDGET ADVOCACY
@ Public Participation in Budgets

JOB CREATION
INITIATIVES

Process through which citizens present their demands and priorities
for civic improvement to influence the budget allocations made by their
municipalities. Dates back to 1989 reform in Porto Alegre, Brazil.
World Bank, Participatory Budgeting in Brazil

Easy-to-understand summary of the main features of the annual
budget as presented to the legislature. Citizen’s budget aims to
convey the budget information to general audience.

OECD Journal on Budgeting (2010)

“Public finances and policies should be subject to scrutiny by a
national audit body or an equivalent organization that is independent
of the executive”

South Africa, Citizen’s Budget, 2014

1. INTRODUCTION TO BUDGET ADVOCACY

[ Global efforts to promote budget transparency and accountability

Effort Description Objectives

Public Methodology for assessing Public Finance Improving public finance management(PFM)

Expenditure  Management (PFM) performance. assessment system in order to bring progress on

2’;‘:0'2:?:;:?;' Partnership program initiated by seven current PFM system.

(PEFA) Y international development partners G I F T

Global A global network that facilitates dialogue Advancing global norms on fiscal transparency, ——

Initiative for - petween government and civil society to knowledge and experience sharing, harnessing L ey

E'rsa‘r:]as'parency improve fiscal transparency and new technology and data to engage general

(2015) participation public. PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF BUDGET DOCUMENTS

International  An international partnership that aims to Researching, measuring, and monitoring budget s e e e e

Budget promote transparent and accountable public  transparency, participation, and accountability T G TR B RS

Egg”g;;')p finance management system and support civil  around the world. Establishing global norms, T e
’ society participation in the budget process. developing civil society and networks’ skills to R T T A e i

improve budget. S (P e D P T

*Launched Open Budget Survey in 2006 that
evaluates public access to budget information. e —

Boost World Bank effort to facilitate budget data Assemble the data from member countries , e

Initiative access and analysis. process and present budgetary data in a user a %
friendly way. The detailed data contained in g
BOOST datasets is taken directly from national
systems that record public expenditures.
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1. INTRODUCTION TO BUDGET ADVOCACY
Main Actors/Activities in Budget Work

* Monitoring government
commitment on SDG 3 target and
expenditure

» Advocacy activity for SDG3
budget

» Proposal of bills that aims to
improve governmental spending
on SDG3

« Partake in budget advocacy
events

Gender-Responsive
Budgeting
* Internal budget analysis

* Include gender and SDG3 issues
in budget statement and other
budget process

Budget Analysis and Advocacy

« Data analysis

* Advocacy : Public campaign, direct
dialogue with the policy makers

* Monitoring the commitment and
budget work of government

P. EXAMPLES OF BUDGET ANALYSIS AND ADVOCACY

GENDER-RESPONSIVE BUDGETING

Out of the 50 countries surveyed,
17 countries showed prominent gender
budgeting

Ensuring that government budget and

the policies and programs address the

needs and interests of different social
groups, especially gender

(Gender Responsive Budgeting and Women'’s
Reproductive Rights, UNFPA)

IMF DataMapper
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. EXAMPLES OF BUDGET ANALYSIS AND ADVOCACY
[ EXAMPLE 1 - BANGLADESH | "A Case Study of Gender Responsive Budgeting in

Bangladesh, - The Common Wealth (2013)

Budgeting effort in Bangladesh

Objective Improve the monitoring on resources allocated to gender
equality
Gender frame was incorporated into Medium Term Budget Framework(MTBF) system. In the first

phase of MTBF, each ministry set out strategic goals and articulate the impact of such policy
goals on gender.

‘Recurrent, Capital, Gender and Poverty database’ was developed in 2003 to indicate what
percent of budget on each item or project was spent on women.

Gender-Budget Report which covered 40 ministries/division that reviews women'’s advancement
and right issue in their budget.

P. EXAMPLES OF BUDGET ANALYSIS AND ADVOCACY
@ EXAMPLE 1 - BANGLADESH

Table 4. Gender analysis of revenue expenditure by economic activities,
Ministry of Primary and Mass Education (recurrent budget)

(Amount in thousand taka)

Descrpron s Assumption

Pay of officers 729.135 19 138.536 Out of 3.697 officers 688 are female
House building advances 35,650 48 17,112 Ratio of female employees

Computer advances 15,000 48 7.200 Ratioof female employees

Motor car advances 550 48 264  Ratio of female employees

Motor cycle advances 5.500 48 2,640 Ratio of female employees

Total 66,573,700 38 25,271,356

Example of Recurrent, Capital, Gender and Poverty Database °
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P. EXAMPLES OF BUDGET ANALYSIS AND ADVOCACY

Table 30: Child-specific service delivery in health 2010-2014 (FJ$ millions)
tra-  Economic

| Example 2 - Tracking and Monitoring Public &= ] Wi

. . . e Child health service delivery, recurrent 26.76 26.32 27851 29.16 3746
Expenditure on Children in Fiji -UNICEF 2016 |===  oworie v oo oo ) e | e W ee5 =T
= I e il It o [ e
Objecti | Quantify annual public expenditure o o [ — SN A e
ve on children in Fiji N [N [ | o M e
Data BOOST Database, Chart of Account of Fiji, e oom e oos| onz| oos| ool oi
source International Organization’s database etc e orian oes semsmarers o e e ool oml co| el e
Identify which part of government was N . M ot T e s o Wi e | Wiwos
providing services for children ez oo M [ e
e s e e
Methodq Calculate the portion(apportioning — e e e e =
e o e W [ Moy s

method used) that was spent for T

children in each part of government

Figure 19: Aggregated public expenditure on children 2010-2014

Aggregate the calculated child-specific -
expenditure 2 — -
Conclu  Over the five-year (2010-2014) period, 2 o -
sion public expenditure on children declined e o
from 18per cent to 15 per cent of
General Governmental Expenditure 0
= Child specific service delivery (millions 2010 prices) GGE on children/GGE

Source: BOOST database, provided by Fij's Ministry of Finance

P. EXAMPLES OF BUDGET ANALYSIS AND ADVOCACY
jy Example 3 - Analysis of Expenditure Allocation and E el ) 2008108 300 o and total health, Nepal
Spending for Maternal Health — UNFPA 2011 Description 200506 200607 2007/08 200809
)] 1285 1809
H H H Maternal health (% of GDP) 07 0.20
Objective | Assess overall level of spending on Mol et (0t 1) oz
MNCH-FP in Nepa| Per capita expenditure on matemal health (NRs) “7 1.7
i i (USD) 06 0g
Data Electronic Database of Nepal (Central Bureau of mj ﬁmﬁmﬂi'“ﬂe (THE) 5728 7441 9su 1273
Source Statistic) Annual growth (%) w39 =23
THE (% of GDP) 08 10 12 16*
H it 5 Per capita health expenditure (NRs) 218 217 358 534*
Identify actlwtl_es that constitutes maternal her ot st cxaenis (U50) . Y 2 o
health expenditure Total govemment expenditure (NRs milion) 110,889 133605 161,350 213578°
Annual growth (%) 205 208 24
Methods Categorize the activities according to the THE 1% of govemment expendture) 22 28 &1 AN
relevance to maternal health (Explicit/Implicit Sourcss: Matemal health related spending estimated for UNFPA tracking exercise, Econamic Survey 1958766,
M H Spendi ng) Minisiry of Finance and Budget Speech 2001/02, Ministry of Finance.
Apportion the Spending and aggregate the Iy:z?:;;?:’:;n;]%g:(:;tal maternal health expenditures disaggregated by
Calculated M H Description NRs millions %
. . ) General inpatient services. 218 121
Compare actual spending with allocations General outpatient services 4 200
Conclusion Share of MH spending increased 0.17 of GDP Srect matemalheslih programme 409 e
to 0.20 of GDP/13.1% of GHE to 14.2% Omer public hein progranme e 3
Total 1,809 100
(2007/08-2008/09) Source: UNFPA fracking exercise 2010
12
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Data Gathering

Revenue data

Budget
allocation

Budget
execution

3. HOW-TO GUIDE AND KEY QUESTIONS

Analysis

» Main source of budget. Possibility of revenue for
SRHR to decrease. (e.g., donor funding)

* Most vulnerable part of revenue source. (In case
of external shock)

« User fees: Affordability and equity.

« Annual trend of allocation in SRHR. Sufficiency of
allocation. Spending on SRHR compared to other
themes.

* Process of budget allocation.

Is it able to embrace external change? (e.g. Increase

in population, price of commodity etc)

* Main expenditure of budget. (Which line items?)
Efficiency and equity in expenditure.
* Any leakages in implementation of budget

The Process of Budget Analysis & Advocacy (SRHR Example)

Advocacy

Preparation to sustain appropriate level of
revenue

Sufficient buffer zone for each SRHR services

in different sectors.
Affordable and equitable user-fees

Increased budget on SRHR.
Advancement in budget allocation system to
promote SRHR of people

Efficient and equitable expenditure that
promotes the SRHR of people
Reduced leakages

Budget Outcome

Key Questions

—  How much is spent

e -

r Allocation vs Execution
|

Future prospects and
possibilities of improvement

3. HOW-TO GUIDE AND KEY QUESTIONS

Example of Conclusions and Advocacy Messages

Conclusion

The overall expenditure in SRHR

is not enough to cover the basic -

| services needed

SRHR issues except for
maternal health, especially FP

| service provision is not actually

\ getting budgeted fund

Annual trend of SRHR spending

out of general health expenditure-

‘ is increasing

Most of the budget is used on
current expenditure(lasting less
than a year), especially salaries

\ for facility worker

Advocacy Message

| The overall allocation on SRHR

need to increase,

Further monitoring on actual
expenditure is needed

Keep current level of increase in
budget allocation to SRHR

e

More funds should go to capital
expenditures(lasting more than
one year) especially on the
training of skilled birth attendants
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3. HOW-TO GUIDE AND KEY QUESTIONS
I Requirements to enable budget analysis & advocacy

s Data Availability/Accessibility

* Does the data exist?
* Is the data accessible (Public or from other channel)?

s Analysis capability

* Does the country have the capability to analyze the budgetary data,
especially in apportioning?

= Advocacy efficacy

* Are there effective channels of advocacy?
» How much is the public participation in the political process?
* |Is the government budget open to change?

@ References

+ http://wbi.worldbank.org/boost/boost-initiative

+ http://www.internationalbudget.org/

» http://www.fiscaltransparency.net/

» https://pefa.org/
Chakraborty,L. (2016) IMF Working Paper, Asia: A survey of Gender Budgeting Effort,

+ Siddique,K.(2013) A Case Study of Gender Responsive Budgeting in Bangladesh, The Common Wealth

+  UNFPA, UNIFEM (2006) Gender Responsive Budgeting and Women’s Reproductive Rights: A Resource
Pack

» Petrie,M. Shields, J. (2010) Producing a Citizens’ Guide to the Budget: Why, What and How?, OECD
Journal on Budgeting,

* European Communities, (2004), Toolkit on Mainstreaming Gender Equality in EC Development
Cooperation

» Jones, A. Feruglio,N. (2016) Tracking and Monitoring Public Expenditure on Children, UNICEF,
Brearley,L. et al.,(2012) Health Sector Budget Advocacy A guide for civil society organisations, Save the
Children

* Fernando,T. (2011) Analysis of Expenditure Allocation and Spending for Maternal Health, UNFPA, IHP
« IMF, Code of Good Practices on Fiscal Transparency (2007)
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Report from the Family Planning
Conference 2017 & Follow-up
Actions

AFPPD-LAPPD Parliamentarians Workshop

Legislating for the Full Achievement of the SDGs/ICPD
Goals and Targets

30-31 May 2017
By Frederika Meijer, UNFPA Representative

ICPD 1994

Global consensus that family planning is a human
right was secured at the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development

Principle 8 of the Programme of Action: “All
couples and individuals have the basic right to
decide freely and responsibly the number and
spacing of their children and to have the
information, education and means to do so.”
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ICPD Principles

* In 1994, 179 countries including Lao PDR
met in Cairo for the United Nations
International Conference on Population
and Development (ICPD) to address all
aspects of human life.

* Qutcome: a 20 year Programme of
Action recognizing that every person
counts, and that population is not about
numbers but about people and their
quality of life.

* Governments agreed that all human beings are entitled to a healthy and
productive life without discrimination, and that promoting individual rights
and dignity are paramount to economic growth and sustainable
development.

Current reproductive health situation

« MMR 206/100,000 (Census, 2015), reduced
from 405/100,000 in 2005, Census

* TFR 3.2 (Census, 2015) reduced from 4.1 in
2005, Census

* CPR 50% for married women (2016 estimate)
increased from 35% in 2005 (LRHS)

* Unmet need for Family Planning 20% married
women reduced from 27% in 2005 (LRHS)
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Situation of adolescents and young
people in Lao PDR

1'in 3 persons (about 31.9%) in L
“PDR are between 10- 4¥?a§, old
| (C @l

are among those aged 20-24 (24%

male and 26% female)

s 7.1% of population aged 6-25 years
never attend school; 54.5%
currently attend school and 35.8%
attended before

ASRH situation

* 1in 10 women became
mothers before age 17

* Adolescent birth rate (15-
19 years) is 76 per 1000
births

* Adolescent contraceptive
use is low at 22.3 percent
and unmet need for
contraceptionis at 22.6
percent.
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FP2020 and the Lao government: -
commitment

Key indicators

* Increase CPR using modern methods from 42 percent to 65 percent by
2020;

* Reduce unmet need for contraception from 20 percent to 13 percent by
2020;

- Expand coverage and method mix for FP services
Policy
- Adopt supporting policies for the full delivery of family planning services.

- Develop National Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
Strategy on Family Planning

- Increase budget allocation to procure contraceptives will be gradually
increased

Interventions

Scale up of family planning services; increase access to reproductive health
and adolescent information; Training of existing community midwife
students to become proficient in family planning counseling and
procedures; Youth friendly service counseling rooms will be established;
Development and field-testing of IEC materials in local ethnic languages.

co@]

e0 6@ g;éﬁ

® 0 4

Q First national conference on

\"_#A FAMILY PLANNING

/ ) 3-4 May 2017, Vientiane, Lao PDR.

L
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Aim of the conference ::%%

The first national conference on family planning aimed to
accelerate political commitment to ensure universal access
to, and coverage of, family planning information and
services.

Universal access means individuals can make informed
choices and access services to avoid unwanted pregnancy,
to space births and to determine the size of their families.

Family planning programmes are highly cost-effective
investments providing health and economic development
benefits to both individuals and the nation as a whole

116




Key messages from the conference

* FP contributes significantly to the prevention of
maternal and child morbidity and mortality

* Access to FP will reduce the number of adolescent
pregnancies, allowing girls to fully develop physically,
stay in school and achieve optimal levels of nutrition
before embarking on childbearing

* Increasing the investment in FP commodities in Lao
PDR can have a very attractive rate of return-on-
investment: spending $1 dollar on contraceptives can
reduce the cost of pregnancy-related care by S7, and
save millions of dollars in direct healthcare costs
averted

Family planning links to the national

agenda
* RMNCH strategy (2016-2025)
has specific objectives related to
family planning

« 8th NSEDP (2016 — 2020) -
unless families are properly
planned, the country will not be
able to fulfil the aim to enhance
the well-being of the people and
the prosperity of the country
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Family planning links to the natiohal

agenda
e LDC graduation requires

addressing indicators in education,
income and nutrition, which are
highly influenced by family
planning

* Universal Health Coverage by 2025
can be achieved if the needs of the
most vulnerable are met

* Lao PDR FP2020 Commitments
(2016 — 2020) made in 2016 are
specifically related to FP

Outcomes of the Conference’

* Best practices and recent evidence on FP
information and services from national and
international perspectives shared

* Costed Implementation Plan (CIP) for scaling up
family planning in Lao PDR disseminated and
discussed

* Increased partnership for financial sustainability
of contraceptive commodities by bringing
together technical experts, private partners, key
Ministers and CSOs
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Way forward

Develop a medium and long term financial
sustainability plan for FP, including the
procurement of contraceptives, funded
domestically

Exploration on the establishment of a special
budget line for FP commodities, with gradually
rising fund allocation from national resources (as
seen in many other countries)

Way forward

* Expansion of the health insurance scheme to
include a broader method mix of
contraceptives,

* Enhance efforts to reach the underserved and
marginalized, including adolescents, with
dedicated service delivery
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ESTIMATING RESOURCE
REQUIREMENTS FOR A MINIMUM
PACKAGE OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES
FOR WOMEN EXPERIENCING
VIOLENCE IN LAO PDR

30 MAY 2017

Melissa Alvarado, Ending Violence against Women Program
Manager, UN Women Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

Background

~1 Over the past decade, growing understanding of
prevalence and consequences of VAWG for
O individuals,
o families,
O communities,
O national economies and societies.

= Key area of progress: adoption of laws and policies
criminalizing VAW.

o 80% of countries in ASEAN and the AP region have national
legislation on VAW in place.

O Dedicated target and indicators on VAW within the SDGs

120



Rationale: Closing remaining gaps
|

Inadequate legal and policy implementation

Widespread impunity and lack of access to justice
Limited accountability and coordination across sectors
Insufficient availability of and funding for survivor services

Regional Programme, funded by the Government of Australia:
“Leveraging Technical Tools, Evidence and Community Engagement
to Advance the Implementation of Laws and Provision of Services
to Women Experiencing Violence in South East Asia”

4 key components: M&E; costing provision of survivor
services; community leadership and mobilization; and
enhancing access to evidence and knowledge

Why we need quality essential services

100 MANY WOMEN MORE THAN MORE THAN

& GIRLS EXPERIENCE HORDIDE LH

VIOLENGE S e )
or sexual viclence by a1cRdhooc

a non-partner’

INDIVIDUAL

THE IMPACT OF

ECONOMIC Mental heath concitions ingny
VIOLENCE AGAINST HVAIDS & ot ST -
WOMEN & GIRLS IS [ - rpggee | WG
SE‘I.! ERE Digruption of farmily, SOCIETAL

social & work life Less mability/autonomy

0 Poor guality © Deubt that services
services will keep them safe
0 Lack of © Lack of
about services of services
© Do not oxpact any @ Shamo & stigma of
help from services reporting

WOMEN DO NOT USE 00(
SERVICES FOR MANY .
REASONS

a

LACK OF QUALITY SERVICES
FURTHER HARMS WOMEN &
PREVENTS RECOVERY
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Costing Violence against Women
and Girls in Asia and the Pacific

Impact costing or Cost of Inaction

o Viet Nam 2012 study — focused on impacts of
domestic violence for individual women —

equivalent to 3.17% of GDP ' ESTIMATING THE C0STS
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

o Cost to Businesses — Pilot Study in Papua New AGAINST WOMEN
Guinea — 2-9% of total salary bill of employers

MANUAL FOR COSTING A
MULTIDISCIPLINARY PACKAGE OF
RESPONSE SERVICES FOR WOMEN

Costs of Service Provision or Cost of Solution ookl

O Need estimates of resources needed for
services for survivors of violence against
women

Motivation
.

Study aim- to give evidence to the governments of Indonesia, Lao
PDR and Timor-Leste on the resources required to ensure a
comprehensive multi-sector response to meet the needs of
survivors of VAWG, in line with national laws / action plans.

Contribute to strengthening evidence-based planning, budgeting
and implementation of national policy commitments.
VAWG is pervasive in all three countries

O Lao PDR — one in three women have experience physical, sexual,
or emotional abuse by a partner (based on a recent national
study of 3,000 women published in 2015)
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Study Obijectives

To estimate the resource needs of a minimum

package of essential multi-sectoral support services
for those affected by VAWG.

Obiective

1. Develop and outline key Mapping obligations by the national
elements of a Minimum Package legal framework against
of Essential Services (MPES) a) what is currently available

b) international good practice

2. Understand the resource Conducting a survey of service providers
requirements for existing services in different sectors

3. Estimate the resource Identify an appropriate methodology to
requirements for the MPES in estimate the aggregate costs of the
each country package

Methodology

Estimation of resource requirements for a multi-
sectoral package drew on two methodologies:

o Gender-Responsive Budgeting is a method used to
analyse government budgets and budget cycles to
establish the gendered impacts of budgetary decisions

o The Resource Needs Model is a method used to
measure and predict resource requirements for an
intervention(s) in both present and future time periods
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Methodology
.

Gender-Responsive Budgeting

O For this study, we focused on an environmental scan of
national laws, policies and national action plans, and a
review of VAW research in the country.

Resource Needs Model

O Resource requirements for different services is dependent on
the unit costs of providing that service and the demand for
the service

o Projections of future resource requirements are based on
assumptions of macroeconomic indicators (e.g. inflation rate)
and rates of expansion of services based on increased
coverage as well as increased demand.

Methodology

Data for unit costs was gathered through a survey of
service providers across different sectors

Service
Providers

Timor-Leste and Health, Police, * General facility information

Lao PDR Justice and * Cases of VAW handled
Women'’s * Detailed information on specific
Organisations services handling cases of VAW

and their associated unit costs
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Why is Resource Estimation needed in

Lao PDR?
|

Enough resources must be available to implement the

Domestic Violence law and the NAP on VAWC.

o Requires resource estimation that accounts for the costs of
providing services with adequate geographical and
population coverage that are:

Accessible, and fulfil their purpose.
This study aims to address this need by establishing

estimated costs of support services across multiple
sectors for survivors of VAWG.

What services to cost in Lao PDR?
]

Through a consultation workshop in October 2014, the following
elements for a Minimum Packages of Essential Services (MPES)
were identified:

o Care, support and empowerment of victims/survivors

24-hour hotline, one-stop crisis center, provincial shelters,
counselling in health clinics, schools and workplaces

o Law enforcement and justice

National 24-hour hotline, special desk in police stations,
specialised court, mobile VMU, capacity building of VMU
members

o System coordination and integration
Referral network
Capacity-building of key stakeholders
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The Process of Costing the MPES

Oct. 2014

Formative
Research in Lao
PDR

[ Feb — August 2015

Ethics Application,

Survey Instruments
Finalisation, Training
of Researchers

Oct. 2014

Consultation
Workshop with
Stakeholders to

Define MPES

Dec -Feb. 2015

Follow-on
Consultations and
Refinment of MPES

Jan 2016
Final Report

Unit costs: Methods of calculation

Data source Requirement Use of data

Overall To estimate communication costs, utility costs,
expenditure operational costs, subsistence expenditure,
costs within each training costs, etc. associated with each
1. Survey sector element of the MPES
data To establish the average number of visits made
Demand for each by each victim to the service, the cost
service associated with providing that service, and the
staff time required to provide the service
The research team Lao provided information
daily rates for experts (national and
international), Lao government rules on daily
allowances, etc.
To establish the costs of promoting the service,
Promotional the research team in Lao provided information
costs on printing brochures, radio and TV adverts,
and newspaper adverts.

Salary costs
2.
Secondary
data
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Sites of Data Collection

Province/District LWU Hospital Police
(Social station
- servie |
Vientianne
Bokeo Province
Houysai District
Tonpheung District
Oudomxay Province
MaungXay District
Namor District
Khammuane Province
Thakek District
Mahaxay District
Champasack Province
Pakse District
Khong District
Savannakhet Province
Kaysone District
Sepone District
Saravane Province
SalavanDistrict

Court vmMu

RRRPRRPRRRRRRRRRRRRRRO
ORRPRRPRRRRRRORRRRRLRRREN
RRRPRRPRRRRRRPRRPRRRRRRPRRRO

Laongam District 1
Data were collected from the following five types of facilities: social services; health;
legal; law enforcement; and VMU

ORRRRPRRRRRRRRLRORRORRR

1

1

PRORRORRORRORRORROO

Minimum Package of Essential Services: Overall Estimates of Costs

Establishment
(Kip)

Operational
(Kip)

Total
(Kip)

24 Hour National Hotline 38,786,098 403,823,685 442,609,783
One-Stop Crisis {150 Hospital 38,318,662 290,012,077 328,330,739
Centre Mother & Child Hospital 38,318,662 290,012,077 328,330,739
Shelter 1 1,062,948,061 | 1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
Shelter 2 1,062,948,061 |1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
Shelter 3 1,062,948,061 |1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
Shelter Shelter 4 1,062,948,061 |1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
Shelter 5 1,062,948,061 | 1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
Shelter 6 1,062,948,061 |1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
Shelter 7 1,062,948,061 |1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
Shelter 8 1,062,948,061 |1,484,927,713 | 2,547,875,774
. Pilot in Rural Health Clinics | 15,345,878 28,981,851 44,327,729
Counselling —
. Pilot in Schools - - 15,345,878
Services —
Pilot in Workplaces - - 22,322,420
Special desk on VAW in
. . . 43,176,031 40,711,468 83,887,499
provincial police stations
Law Enforcement [Special court for VAW
& Justice Pilot Mobile Mediation
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Minimum Package of Essential Services: Overall Estimates of Costs b

2015 2016 2017 TOTAL Gincluding
faciliteis

Total Total Total
Total (USD) Total (USD) i Total (USD) TOTAL (USD) TOTAL (US
(Kip) (Kip) (Kip)

24 Hour National Hotline 442,609,783 54,431 403,823,685 49,579 403,823,685 49,579 153,589

153!

E crisis| 150 Hospital | 328,330,739 40,311 290,012,077 35,606 290,012,077 35,606 111,523
Mother &
Centre 328,330,739 40,311 290,012,077 35,606 75,917
Child Hospital
Shelter 1 2,547,875,774| 312,815 1,484,927,713 182,312 1,484,927,713 182,312 677,439
Shelter 2 2,547,875,774| 312,815 1,484,927,713 182,312 1,484,927,713 182,312 677,439
Shelter 3 2,547,875,774| 312,815 1,484,927,713 182,312 495,127
Shelter 4. 2,547,875,774| 312,815 1,484,927,713 182,312 495,127
Shelter 5 2,547,875,774| 312,815 1,484,927,713 182,312 495,127
Shelter 6 2,547,875,774| 312,815 312,815
2,547,875,774| 312,815 312,815
2,547,875,774| 312,815 312,815
44,327,729 5,442 28,981,851 3,558 28,981,851 3,558 12,558
L
15,345,878 1,884 15,345,878 1,884 3,768
Services
22,322,420 2,741 22,322,420 2,741 22,322,420 2,7a1 8,223
83,887,499 10,299 40,711,468 10,299 40,711,468 10,299 30,897
Law s
[Enforcement [>P
& Justice
29,983,254 3,681 - 3,681 - 3,681 3,681
(182 districts)
Referral Network
Capacity Building of
Stakeholders

TOTAL 13329t
% of GDP (2011) 0.00114!

Learning from the research:
Main findinﬁ
The resource requirements for delivering the MPES -

including establishment costs and operational costs for three
years - is about USD 13.5 million

Equivalent of 0.25 % of GDP of Lao PDR (2014)
Not prohibitive considering the cost of the problem!

(e.g. Domestic Violence equivalent to more than 3% of GDP
in Viet Nam)

Delivering a comprehensive package of support services
for women who experience violence is not costly.
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Learning from the research:
Data collection and validation

Importance of good quality data management
o Data that is accessible to support planning within sectors

o Data that is accurately and consistently recorded within sectors to
support accurate budgeting

o Data that is comparable across sectors (e.g. numbers and types
of clients within justice sector/social services sector) to understand
service usage

o Data that is linked where appropriate to track progress of cases.

To be meaningful, data must ultimately be used to
support victims and survivors.

To ensure that services are responsive to the needs of victims
and capable of meeting these needs through adequate funding.

Learning from the research:

Data anolzsis and findings

In Lao PDR, culture of accounting is not yet fully developed — less
than 1% of units have advanced accounting

Most services manage cash flow rather than engaging in full costing
accounting, which makes costing of infrastructure (land /building),
capital equipment, etc. extremely difficult

Without proper accounting systems, we are not able to get data to
establish clear unit costs for all elements of the MPES

The costing exercise was done with no assumption of opportunity
costs, so does not capture the ‘true cost’ for the economy.
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Conclusions and recommendations
|

Having reliable data from relevant services is a critical first

step for producing cost estimates for providing adequate

services to those affected by VAWC.

o Capacity development in and use of accounting mechanisms and
data management systems

o Strengthening coordination and collaboration across sectors,
including through shared information systems

Having cost estimates can assist services/ sectors/ Ministries to

advocate for the allocation of resources required to implement

services, in line with commitments to the NAP and the LDPW.

o Cost knowledge and data can also bring greater accountability for
implementation across sectors and support evidence-based policy-

making, planning and budgeting

UN Joint Programme: Quality Essential Services for
women and girls subject to violence

i 1l

|HII'

Participating —
agenciesand
main donors

SEET AN World Health (I
'& Organization

Australian
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What are “essential” services?

* Essential services
0 Absolutely necessary or extremely important — critical services

0 Responds to women who have experienced violence or who seek
help due to fear of violence.

0 Viewed from a victim/survivor perspective
0 Applyin all legal traditions and contexts

0 Apply universally - in all countries, including low to middle income
countries

* Quality standards

0 Describe how services should be implemented to ensure that the
essential services will be of sufficient quality to effectively address
a woman’s needs (in relation to health, justice, etc.)

5 Modules of the Essential Services Package

Module 1. Module 2. Module 3. Module 4. Module 5.
Overview and Health Justice and Social services |Coordination and

introduction policing governance of
coordination

Chapter 1: Chapter 1: Introductionto | Chapter 1: Chapter 1: Chapter 1:

Introduction to ial ial health services juction to ial Introduction to ial duction to

services package justice and policing services |social services coordination and governance
action

Chapter 2: Chapter 2: Chapter 2: Chapter 2: Chapter 2 :

Common principls Fr k for ial F k for ial Fr k for ial |(F k for ial services

characteristics and services package services package services package package

foundational elements

Chapter 3: Chapter 3: Chapter 3: Chapter 3: Chapter 3:
How to use this tool idelines for i ines for i ines for i idelines for essential
health services justice and policing services | social services coordination and governance
actions
Chapter 4: Chapter 4: Chapter 4: Chapter 4: Chapter 4:
Tools and resources Tools and resources Tools and resources Tools and resources Tools and resources
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Essential Services in Lao PDR

* November 2016

— 8 participants from MOH, MOJ, MOLSW, NCAW, LWU, CARE joined
the meeting and identified actions to implement in Lao PDR:

* Improve coordination system & committee for VAW
response

* Develop terms of reference for all sectors for service
provision to women victims of violence

* Develop recording and reporting formats for all sectors
that address VAW; NCAW to consolidate all data

* Develop referral guideline for sectors

Bringing it together

Lao PDR now has:
1. Law and National Action Plan (NAP) on VAW

2. VAW prevalence study- shows how much of the
population is affected

3. Costing study- identifies minimum services for
survivors and estimates what services would
cost based on VAW law and NAP

4. Essential Services Package- high quality guidance
and tools for all response and coordination
sectors
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Thank you for this opportunity to exchange

Melissa.alvarado@unwomen.org
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The scale of the problem

1in 3 girls
Globally ied
+ 700m women were married as children marrie
- East Asia and Pacific — 15% of girls before 18

are married before 18

Lao PDR
9% of girls married by 15
35% of girls married by 18

Lao PDR ranks #27 globally
(UNICEF 2016)
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Barriers to entering and completing primary and

secondary school

« Early marriage

 Families’ reliance on children to assist with
farming, household and childcare tasks

» Parent’s perceptions of the value of education for
girls is low and they therefore tend not to
encourage their children in relation to education

« Teaching in Lao language makes school daunting
and difficult for students from ethnic groups

Section title [enter in Footer field from the Insert ribbon]

Plan International ©

Family responsibilities

Girls pound rice in Houay How, Pak Tha

“Children have to help their parents. There is
a lot of work to do and children have a duty
to help. We are all working towards having
enough food. When we are away in the rice
fields each day | have to rely on my
daughter to look after her brothers and
sisters. When my second daughter is old
enough to look after her brother then my first
daughter can go to school.”: Mother, Houa
Nam Kha village, Meung District, Bokeo.

“My son can focus more on school than his
sister because | need her to help me after
school with the younger children and the
cooking. It is different for boys and girls.” :
Mother, Khorthong Village, Nonghet
District. Xiena Khoana
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Child marriage

"l wanted to go to high school to become a teacher
but my parents did not support me. | got married
after primary school - so did most of my friends.”:
Girl, 16, Houay Set Village, Pak Tha District,
Bokeo.

“l want my daughter to stay at school and learn Lao
language because | don’t want her to work as hard
as | have. | want her to be able to study further and
maybe have a job, like a teacher. The life we have

here is very hard.”: Mother of girl at school, Houa
Nam Kha Village, Meung District, Bokeo.

“I finished primary school and then stayed at home and
joined the family with farming. No one at home encouraged
me to continue studying. | wanted to but no one would help
me so | got married.” Girl, 15, Houay Set Village, Pak Tha
District, Bokeo.

“I wanted to go to high school but my parents would not
help me fill in the forms, apply or organize accommodation.
Boys can go by themselves if their parents are not
interested but girls need the support of their parents.” Girl,
16, Houay How Village, Pak Tha District, Bokeo.
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“We start to see our friends getting married when they are about 14 and
we want to do the same. | worry if | don’t get married soon | may never
marry.” Girl, 15 years old, Poung Pha Village, Meung District, Bokeo.

“When | was about 14 all my
friends left school and many of
them found husbands and got
married. | felt very shy to be the
only one at school who was
that old so | also left. | have not
met my husband yet.” Girl, 15,
Poung Pha Village, Meung
District, Bokeo.

Parents and communities expectations

“The girls leave school because they want to get married. They usually
start to feel that way when they are about 14 or 15 (years of age),”
Mother, Houay Set Village, Pak Tha District, Bokeo.

“My parents chose who | would marry. | had finished primary school by
then and got married.”: Girl, married, 16 years of age, Houay Set
Village, Pak Tha District, Bokeo.

“We want to marry a pure girl so we look for a wife among the girls who
are around 14.”: Father, Nonghet District, Xieng Khoang.
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Global commitments and international law

Child marriage is not in line with international and RLLON
regional agreements, including:

\ [/
1)

4
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

CEDAW

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for
Marriage, and Registration of Marriage

CRC

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls

5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child,
early and forced marriage and female genital
mutilation

9 Section title [enter in Footer field from the Insert ribbon] Plan International ©

Lao PDR law regarding child marriage

Family Law (No.07/90/SPA)
Family Registration Law (No0.03/PSA)
Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Children (No.05/NA)

Family Law (No.07/90/SPA) (1990)

» Based on mutual consent and equality between men and women —
protect the interests of mothers and children in family life (and upon
divorce)

 Article 3 notes it is forbidden to force marriage

* Article 9 notes the right to marry at age 18 years for men and women,

“In special and necessary cases, this limit may be lowered to less than
eighteen years of age but not less than fifteen years of age.”

10 Section title [enter in Footer field from the Insert ribbon] Plan International ©
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CHILD, EARLY AND FORCED MARRIAGE'S KEY DRIVERS IN ASIA

: : EXISTENCE
POVERTY : INEQUITABLE :STIGMATISATION :  OF FEW
i GENDER NORMS : : ALTERNATIVES

SesPATETEFIIRIRIPIRRIRTR Y H

* TO MARRIAGE
Focus on:

* Multipronged strategy
¢ Girls and boys

¢ Customary laws and social
norms

* Poverty-driven economic
needs

11 18+: Ending Child, Early and Forced Marriage Plan International ©

Case Study: Regional Model Law to End CEFM in
Southern Africa

Plan International's has supported adoption of a
model law on stopping child marriage and
protecting children already in marriage.

Plan supported the Southern African
Development Community Parliamentary Forum to
develop the model law, which will require member
states to harmonise their national laws to prevent
child marriages in support of the African Union
Campaign to End Child Marriage in a Generation.

The law provides guidance to parliamentarians,
ministries of justice, policymakers, and other
stakeholders in SADC countries as they develop
national laws. The Plenary Assembly is the
highest decision-making body of the SADC-PF,
the deliberative forum that brings together
national parliaments from 14 SADC member
states and approximately 3,500 parliamentarians.

12 18+: Ending Child, Early and Forced Marriage Plan International ©
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Case Study: Raising the Marriageable Age of
Girls and Boys in Guatemala

In 2016 the National Congress of Guatemala
approved a law establishing 18 as the minimum age
of marriage — both for girls and boys.

This new law protects girls against sexual abuse, teen
pregnancies, trafficking and physical and emotional
violence. The previous law had allowed girls to get
married at 14 years old, and boys at 16. Between
2009 and 2013 more than 80,000 girls under 18 got
married; the majority with men triple their age.

Plan International Guatemala, alongside local and
national partners, collaborated on an advocacy
strategy and influencing of congressmen with a group
of civil society organisations called 'Mesa en favor de
las Nifias y Adolescentes' working in favour of girls'
rights. Congress unanimously approved the 'Decreto
8-2015’ bolstered by the support of the Legislation and
Women’s Commission.

13 18+: Ending Child, Early and Forced Marriage Plan International ©

Recommendations

1.Amend the Family Law to remove the special
cases (to be verified by LAPPD).

2.Accession to the Convention on Consent to
Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and
Registration of Marriages

3. Financing commitments to implement and monitor.
4.Continue to invest in education.

14 Section title [enter in Footer field from the Insert ribbon] Plan International ©
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Find our research & other reports at
plan-international.org/laos/research-and-
publications
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141




. e e
*“’ Eﬁ;m 1 5

'il ;., R "J\ 3
') 'ﬁﬂ _

'CCC’)']_ ‘)b

20902990V

. cOne9 1

holon (Z .

. cc;u'é?v 700 596D 199 o€ v 3 28
cdncon Ccmggc)l)

« Woagmcdveen wat UISEN - cGNY :
15% ccci9grwnevers) 18 8 NOWONE)
9

SUU 290 18 U
* ONE9 9% ccti99IWoVOIL) 15 U

*  ONH9 35% cccin9)Imovee) 18 G

« 30U 970 cOududud 27 Wwikolon

(Zu099m S9mvesiciu G 2016)

142



DUETN 202079NIVC2T (€D NIVHV ISHSIJVULHL
CCRT DOWEOL

« PIVCCCEINPIVLO

o~ o & ' @ o o o
¢ ©2V60 9913EN cWogovOINCSOV, UNGY 339F0,
ccr 0INCUHELLHCON
s MOV 28‘_)&303’76)8‘_) monu avmaagmvsmm 59

QUCO.‘I)E)‘) R4 ot EHL WoNcda39Susyg
H2:039cSD NUIV2egWONcS) lulusIsIL.

«  MSogevcinwIaFro lacsols Isgsyv cdvvow
TUIEIVNO (O MENIN FIFV VNSILIVCE.

3 18+: 5o MIVCCCINIIMEN, NIVCECIgYILLD cear NIWBIHLLCEIIIM Plan International ©

HOIVSLEOYDVL2DYNDVHO

“n magqoawcwzajwonczv Joynmreess9
may/ocso €co ¢ Jovanigoectio. woncs?
YNEY 8IS0 N cwa?wya')www,jjw v
co0NFwoncEANUlSIuY w05V 2oerioger
75.:7:739023528@ cUuaucugcwjuaqu o
uagsvozagmo. 77.):0.071/1 RNI06VT09209
200 2990905V WiHPCO Uajngag
09000} 599995V RNI0BVIIE020920) 59
2:99090lU85955000.% Froloe ccHLBDY,
Ur03101929, cD29cD9), (c2090CCND.

“onQ90299208 FILI0CSI0D oM WSV o

0991909 .’.73?.‘5’70283286 goV09 208019979V
90 gosgpecticeIcinyee wos cccr) 5w
wyamnuyvccmfsys,jucmo. ”: 119008 ccL)
HLVLY, Gavensy, cHDHBLOYCCSO, (€207

cENHYMS Turwviosly, chgumn RIH2079.
v

143




NIVCCCINHIV2D9CON

“285)(789;7?UZU?‘sgsz,uow:ew ConIeLIcTVe , ccr
09 wcc,uzaygaev Uswvuswvvgae). 286)CCC19990 119
PINPUULTIL TCQV0JOTVIYCIOVTOVNIOSO9208. %
nrolos cdNHIHVLVLY, D98 16 B, UavuvioscSo,
cHDHUVINNI, C€2090CCTHO.

“20801997790 DN TI0289208 SUOISISIU (€O SJU
W999090 88109 28V IND90 SO0 NUDNEI VIV
200, 20801097910 85990 s5VTFISL ccor cSooncdiy
0. 550209WONCSINHD WE9INWIS. ? NIDLO® €CI)
299cHNHIHLUYLY ﬁcéﬂzsgssv &UID Brovas,
cH29¢9, ccegLECTIO.

“2ee)SJVIVULTL (DL mg’a‘mnn T)ESU‘)D aoecma aauaoUnwgaggzo.
uca“‘lo?vcsav sgcsu?mzagzumsvsw. 2aemagmvsgv cccion U.,U‘anqoe
See Fri 28@9320(:(:(?‘)‘_)3%).” :‘moioe cONHYHLVLY, 998 15 B, UL
VIDBCSO, CHDYUINU, ccaoguccno.

“SoeeNsSILAlSISILIOVLSL CCIoT Wicwaegsee LIogoeSes 231
ccuuwau, FLHDNSIV (€T AOMIVOVWNCR. conaw F9090lU00eACeY
mowwcc,uaagwoncaw O3l cccion ccmey_) mai)mu NIVILTDLILEYD
M wccuzagwomem” n')oioe) cONHYHLVLY, D7) 16 B, UL VIo®
o, cHo9uINM, ccaogucc:no.

144




“woncSac3uciin m)cwanaegwoncm cccig990 WecoatiwoncEI9IeuIL
14 3 ¢ WONCSINCIDINIVCCINNIVCRVLHIV. E28EIV09 maa@uccmggmlo
289909¢ Uloccmj‘)‘mc:)@.” N0 08cdNHIHLYLY, 298 15 B, Uruuges,
cuagc»g, ccaoguccno.

“mavgosereUri 14 G, 1)
289288UNHL BONISISIV CI¥
MI0HL LoBLEODY 289WONCSI
ccozZo”ccc*igf)m. 2888INV¥eIe
P} mcUuwy)avo.jo m,ua')e)mw
sﬂv?sgsw, DD 2aemc:>s)
poNIS9SIVCILTID. 285)6)9011’)1)
Zowuaaagaajeaecma.” 90
iosconwgavmg, 270 15 G
U‘)UU‘_‘)GD’), cHo9cH9, cc2o9
ccNo.

7 18+: 5o MIVCCCINIIMEN, NIVCECIgYILLD cear NIWBIHLLCEIIIM

HOIVOHIOVDN299 IUNODY (CDT QLI[YD

“com)g aa‘n?sgs,;n g2009 woncamagmnccmggm. i)nnmccoo WONCE
vczu§3ncavvn Tucooatiwoncsa Dereus LMW 14 5 15 ”: 19008 €CL)
HLVLY), UIVBIDBCTO, CHDHUINU, ccaogucc:no.

“wcwaaaza@ czan&gaw‘!maas)ccmggmm. 28&)8)1)’000-"’0.)) mgmnvv b2
ccmggw.” nrolos con&gavtmg, €CE1997CCD0, 298 16 U, Urnvios
€50, CHDHVINU, Cc209VCCNO.

“woncSIciv9NILCCCINPIMNV coneguasjo 3«1)1) woncswgaa‘nm‘)we M

cOnd9iSerguzniv 14 G naoloe wnm:mg, €DDYVVDYCCS O, (209
R3I207).

8 18+: 60 MIVCCCINIIME9N, NIVCECIgYILLD cear NIWBIHLLCEIIM

145




WLUE2DHYTIND CCAT NOVLIVTIIND

' o 3 ' o o ¥ oo o~ -~
NIVCCCINYPIV299CON VILOHDINL VLOIZONIHTFIND
CCOT WINWL C§YSOLNY:

NCYWINIVIIND NIONVL FoHLEVO

SLHIVOITICOS NIVHIPOUNNSLLCLLESINIVDICCLN O
HuccuSy (CEDAW)

SISV mvaymmo?m”ccm’gfym, 298970 I3V
NIVCCCINPIV CCAT NIVEDNEVLIVNIVCCCINNID

SuhFvuerocos Sohcdn (CRC)

cBavnr920 B. DLYOH0IVILCTVWIV §9-998) €T

A Py 1o o o o~

F9cF0ccBIBY et CONSIYNHL.

5.3 990 NUrA00Ncdud DI NHTVO VO
19VCCCI99IV 209N, NIVCCCIPPIVLO €D NIVVYEHV
L5cccin99D e NIVA0DH0BEOIWOSY

9 18+: 650 NMIVCCCINNIV2BIEN, NIV ccar NIWBIHLECCTIYID Plan International ©

NOVVIV29) FUU 290 NJONU NIVCCCINHIV2D°)
X3 2 B A L

NOVVIVOIN0BNDVEIO (CANU) 07/90/3U)

NOVVIVOINOBNTLILODLHD (CONY 03/3U)

NOvVILSIGo® NVLEINUD9SO car GLUHme0209cdN (conNh 05/IWw])

NOVVIVOINDLVODVHD (cN 07/90/3U) (U 1990)

© 59090 NILANIYCHLECTIHVCCILTIV DL HOIVTLCEHWIV DLW QI8
w2t 89 - nUegduuzlnenzegcy war cdn wESonsudo (o §999N
&9599)

© 19067 3 vhw NMVGgGLLLICCI9YID.

© 1900 9 2:ucti9 SoluMVeinn ciosrwsen 18 8 950 e ot &9,
“QuNarBactn, 298E9790D 0909:GINcT 18 Oﬁlo”ccm'i)?m@o 15 3.2

10 18+: 650 NIVCCCINNIV2BIEN, NIECCIYILLO ccar NITIHLECCTIYIL Plan International ©

146




CHILD, EARLY AND FORCED MARRIAGE'S KEY DRIVERS IN ASIA
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Focus on:
* Multipronged strategy
¢ Girls and boys

¢ Customary laws and social
norms

* Poverty-driven economic
needs
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Lao PDR Population Dynamics and Policy Implications:
Healthy and Active Ageing

AFPPD-LAPPD National Workshop 2017

MIKA MARUMOTO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ASIAN FORUM OF PARLIAMENTARIANS ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Why should Lao PDR address ageing?

L What policy implications can we derive from Lao PDR’s population
dynamics, especially for ageing?

U What is healthy and active ageing, and what are Lao PDR’s
commitments in this area? (AFPPD Legislation Analysis)

U What lessons can Lao PDR learn from already aged societies?

O Why is the role of parliamentarians imperative in addressing ageing
issues?
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Total Population by variant

18 -'
Lao PDR [
Population Agelng; T —— Medium variant
—_ [ —=— High variant
*Ageing (7%) by 2040 g =z |= Lowvanant
*Aged (14%) by 2060 = [
* Super-aged (24%)-2085 E’ w0
+65 older +60 older =
2 =
2015 3.8% 6.0% E
2020 4.1% 6.5% E [
e

2025 4.6% 5.3%
2030 5.3% 8.1% 4|
2040 7.0% 10.4% I
2050 9.6% 14.6% i
2060 14.5%  20.3% B T T T

1550 200D 2080 210D
2085 23.9%  30.5%

2100 28% 34.4%

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2015). World Population
Prospects: The 2015 Revision, custom data acquired via website.

Lao PDR’s total fertility continues to decline,
Mortality under age 5 continues to improve
Life expectancy continues to rise
Total fertility Mortality under age 5 Life expectancy at birth (both sexes combined)
e — Lao Peaple’s Democratic Republic || ~ =1 |
800 | —=— 3Zouth-Eastern Asia é
= —B— Asia 2 — Lao People's Democratic Republic 75 |
§eof g my —e— South-Eastern Asia N
% 500 | § T kel g T
a 450 :. E
E - E 180 |- : e [
E agp | § g o
;E! 300 | ;:’ wr % = [
Bonf 3 £ o .
L ] 5 ol == Lao People's Democratic Republic
200 g ol : igign-EasIem Asia

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2015). World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision, custom data acquired via website. 4
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Lao PDR will continue to be a young country.
Does this mean the country has no worries about ageing population?

2015 2050 2100

" Males Females Females | WMales Females

| 0 [

T T T T
0 100 20 300 400 50

[ T T T T
500 400 30 00 100 0 100 20 M
Population {thousands)

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2015). World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision, custom data acquired via website.

Lao PDR continues to be a young country

Total Population by broad age group ) . T
with some notable population transitions:

Bl |—=— 014
_ = 15-64 Proiections * The working age population (15-64) continues to
g . [ 85 ! increase rapidly, and peaks between 2050-2060.
E
g f
£ estimates * The population group of children aged 0-14 will
g peak around 2020.

2020. Lao PDR becomes ageing society (7%) by
2040, aged society (14%) by 2060, and super-aged
T . T . society (24%) around 2085.

1850 2000 2050 2100

o F
s / * The speed of ageing will start accelerate around
e g

152



Total Dependency Ratio (%) =
Lao PDR’s opportunity Population aged 0-14 & over 65
toreap a Working Pop (aged 15-64)

demographic dividend Lao PDR, East Asia & South East Asia

to address both 100.0 ‘
Youth Strategy &
Older Persons Strategy

Total dependency ratio showed 600
an increasing trend due to an
increasing fertility in 1950-

1980s “00 —  South-Eastern Asia

Peak: 1980s~1990s 00
Total dependency ratio over 200 -— Lao People's

90% ; ;
Democratic Republic
A stagnant high fertility period e P

—  Eastern Asia

Bottom: Around 2050 - Total A S o
dependency ratio starts to 7T DT R R DT DT DT DT DT ADT D A
increase again with an

increasing ageing population Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2015). World Population
Prospects: The 2015 Revision, custom data acquired via website.

7

Active Ageing and Healthy Ageing

Active Ageing is...
“the process of optimizing opportunities for health, participation and security in order to
enhance quality of life as people age. It applies to both individuals and population groups.”

Healthy Ageing is... “
“the process of developing and maintaining the function ability that enables well-being
in older age.” (WHO 2015)

“the development and maintenance of optimal mental, social and physical well-being and
function in older adults. This is most likely to be achieved when communities are safe, promote
health and well-being, and use health services and community programs to prevent or minimize
disease.”
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Lao PDR’s international commitments in the area of ageing

O UN Principles for Older Persons (GA resolution 46/91, 16 Dec 1991)
v Independence; Participation; Care; Self-fulfilment; Dignity
O Political Declaration & Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA)
v Priority Direction 1: Older persons and development;
v Priority Direction 2: Advancing health and well-being into older age;
v/ Priority Direction 3: Ensuring enabling and supportive environment

O WHO Active Ageing Policy Framework (2001) &
O WHO Global Report on Ageing and Health (2015)

v The new concept of "Functional Ability”

O Global Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development
toward the G7 2016 Ise-Shima Summit (2016)

v Declaration and Recommendations; Definition of “Healthy and Active Ageing”

Global Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development

Toward the 2016 G7 Ise-Shima Summit
26-27 April 2016, Tokyo, Japan

—
i I =
3:}' 20164 G7IRIERY = v ~CEHE

R AORFE RS

G{:I’PD Global Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development
3016 Toward the 2016 G7 Ise-Shima Summit (GCPPD)
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Global Parliamentarians unanimously adopted
GCPPD Declaration & Recommendations
to the G7 Ise-Shima Summit

v Building Active and Economically Vibrant Ageing Societies

The world is ageing rapidly. By 2050, people aged 60 and older will make
up 22 per cent of the total population. Ageing is a natural part of the
human life cycle and should be celebrated. Increased life expectancies
remain and will be a challenge for both developed and developing
countries, so effective measures should be created as a social foundation
for good health, ageing with dignity, maintenance of functional capacity,
and longevity. Elderly women, who tend to be the poorest and most
vulnerable to mental and physical illnesses require special investment and

support.

GCPPD Declaration & Recommendations to G7 Ise-Shima Summit, 3; 3.1-3
Revisiting and Confirming the

Definition of Active Ageing

Prevertlti\}/le AlE[)}}l)roach UH C .

o hea

Preventing under-nutrition H ealth Security Effe Ctlve
Instrument

\ 4

Healthy Participation Meaningful activity & social
participation & engagement

Life Expectancy

Source: AFPPD (2016). GCPPD Conference Report.
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Global Parliamentarians:
Successful in Mainstreaming Ageing
in the G7 2016 Ise-Shima Summit Agenda

G7 ISE-SHIMA LEADERS’ DECLARATION - HEALTH SECTION

“We commit to promoting active ageing, with due consideration to gender specific
aspects, through multi-sectoral approaches including the promotion of age-friendly
communities and support for communities to become dementia-friendly.

“We also acknowledge the importance of R&D and innovation....to discover new
remedies for...conditions related to ageing

“The promotion of UHC also requires provision of services to protect and improve the
health of all individuals throughout their life course

“We note the efforts and achievements toward UHC and health system
strengthening.....

Health Adjusted Life Expectancy (HALE)

Source: WHO Global Observatory (GHO) data

Group A | (Gap)=Life Expy-HALE Group B | (Gap)=Life Ext'y-HALE Group C | (Gap)=Life Expt'y-
HALE over 70 HALE over 60 HALE

Japan (8.8) 83.8 749 Tonga (7.5) 73.5 66.0 India (8.7) 683 59.6
Singapore (9.2) 83.1 739 Kyrgyzstan (7.2) 71.1 63.9 Myanmar (7.5) 66.6 59.1
South Korea (9.1) 82.3 73.2 Kazakhstan (6.9) 70.2 63.3 Kiribati (7.6) 66.3 58.7
Australia (10.9) 82.8 71.9 Bangladesh (9.4) 718 62.4 Cambodia (10.6) 68.7 58.1
New Zealand (9.9) 81.6 71.7 Mongolia (6.7) 68.8 62.1 Laos (7.8) 65.7 57.9
Indonesia (7.0) 69.1 62.1 Pakistan (8.6) 66.4 57.8
Tajikistan (7.6) 69.7 62.1 PNG (6.5) 629 564
China (7.6) 76.1 685 Nepal (8.0) 69.2 61.2 Afghanistan (8.2) 60.5 52.3
SriLanka (7.9) 749 67.0 Bhutan (8.6) 69.8 61.2
Thailand (8.1) 749 66.8 Timor Leste (7.2) 683 61.1
Vietnam (9.4) 76.0 66.6 Philippines (7.4) 68.5 61.1

Malaysia (8.5) 75.0 66.5
Iran (9.0) 75.5 66.5
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Society’s Ageing Stage (% of population over 65) Pension Coverage Ratio %
I TR Ased (15 ) Agein (8-14) pre-ageng (<)

High income Japan (26.3) 98.4

($12,476 or more) New-Zealand (15) 98
Australia (15) 83

AFPPD Member
Countries’ Pension
Coverage Ratios (%)

Korea ROK (13.1) 77.6
Thailand (10.5) 81.7
China (9.6) 74.4

Upper middle income

($4,036 to $12,475)
Kazakhstan (6.7)

Malaysia (5.9)
1/ Tonga (5.9)

Iran (5.1)

Maldives (4.7)
By GNI 2/ Low middle income Sri Lanka (9.3) 17.1

($1,026 to $4,035) Viet Nam (6.7) 43.8
. India (5.6) 28.9

By Ageln.g Stage 3/ Timor Leste (5.6)
* Pre-aging Myanmar (5.4)
* Agelng Indonesia (5.2) 8
* Aged Bhutan (5.1)

Bangladesh (5) 39.5
Philippines (4.6) 28.3
Pakistan (4.5) 2.3
Kyrgyzstan (4.2) 100
Cambodia (4.1) 5
Mongolia (4) 100
PNG (3)

Lao PDR (3.8) 5.6
Tajikistan (3) 80.2
Nepal (5.5) 56.2
Afghanistan (2.5) 10

Sources:

1: Data from HelpAge Watch Reports 2015
2; World Bank Data 2015

3: UNESCAP Data 2015

Low income
($1,025 or less)

Lessons from aged societies are abundant

Example - Japanese Social Security Legal Framework
(%) ratio of older persons aged 65 and over / total population

Stages of Ageing m Medical Care Elderly Care Child Care

1960~ (6%) 1961: (6%) 1961: (6%) 1971: (7%)
National Pension National Pension Scheme National Health Insurance; Child Care Allowance
National Medical Elderly Health Cost

Insurance Payment System (UHC)

1980~ 1986: 1983: Elderly Health

Entering the stage of Basic Pension Scheme

ageing society

Insurance System

2004: (19.3%)

Automatic adjustment of
benefits based on
macroeconomic indexation.

A system to address the
imbalance in the payment
of medical expenses for the
elderly under 75.
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1990~ (12%) 1994: (14%) Gradual increase of Out-of- 1989: (11%) 1990: (12%)
Declining birth rates; Corporate Pension Fund Pocket Payments Gold Plan - Elderly 1.57 Shock
Increased Individual *Raising the starting age Health Welfare 1992: (13%)
burden for pension provisions Promotion 10-Year Plan  Child Care Leave Act
2000~ (17.2%) 2000: Corp Pension Fund; 2008: (21.6%) 2000: (17.2%) 2003: (18.8%)
Population Decrease, Raising the starting age for ~ Older-old persons (over 75) Long-term Care Basic Act for
Structural Reform pension provisions healthcare system; Insurance System Measures to Cope

with Society with
Declining Birthrate




Why LAPPD parliamentarians need to take the initiative
in addressing ageing issues?

Both top-down and bottom-up approaches are necessary to involve all
stakeholders to set a holistic ageing strategy.

MIPAA Article 13

“We stress the primary responsibility of Governments in promoting, providing and
ensuring access to basic social services, bearing in mind specific needs of older persons.

“To this end we need to work together with local authorities, civil society, including non-
governmental organizations, the private sector, volunteers and voluntary organizations,
older persons themselves and associations for and of older persons, as well as families
and communities.”

Why LAPPD parliamentarians need to take the initiative
in addressing ageing issues?

Madrid International Action of Ageing (para. 15) states......

v' “Mainstreaming ageing into global agenda is essential...”

“A concerted effort is required to move towards a wide and equitable approach to policy
integration. The task is to link ageing to other frameworks for social and economic development
and human rights.

“Whereas specific policies will vary according to country and region, population ageing is a
universal force that has the power to shape the future as much as globalization.

“It is essential to recognize the ability of older persons to contribute to society by taking the lead
not only in their own betterment but also in that of society as a whole. Forward thinking calls us
to embrace the potential of the ageing population as a basis for future development.

v" MPs are in a position to mainstream ageing both nationally

and iloballi...
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Conclusions

* Lao PDR is at a critical juncture with tremendous opportunities to set both a
National Youth Strategy and a National Ageing Strategy based on good
practices and lessons learned from other Asia-Pacific countries.

=> Youth Policy:
Demographic dividend requires good planning and implementation.
=> Ageing Strategy:
Healthy and active ageing policy requires multistakeholders to get involved.
Many lessons can be learned from ageing & aged countries to address ageing issues.
(e.g. prevention-focused medical care system; UHC x community-based LT Care)

www.afppd.org i

2oL lamI09¢A!

Thank you!
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Selected resources on ageing:

AFPPD. Briefing Cards for Parliamentarians, English (2015) and Lao (2016).
1. HelpAge International
- Website: http://www.helpage.org/
- 2015 Annual Review: http://www.helpage.org/who-we-are/annual-review-2015/#looking-forward
- Climate change in an ageing world, HelpAge International, 2015: http://ageingasia.org/idlon0147,
2. HelpAge East Asia & the Pacific
- Data Mapping on Ageing in Asia and the Pacific, 2015: http://ageingasia.org/data-mapping-on-ageing-report
- Good Practices and Barriers in the Use of Data for Policy and Advocacy On Ageing in Asia-Pacific, 2015: http://ageingasia.org/eaprdc0033,
- Review of good practice in national policies and laws on ageing, 2015: http://ageingasia.org/eaprdc0024,
- Policy Mapping on Ageing in Asia and the Pacific: Analytical Report, 2015: http://ageingasia.org/eaprdc0022,
3. WHO
Multi-sectorial action for a life course approach to healthy ageing: draft global strategy and plan of action on ageing and health, 2016:
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf files/WHA69/A69 17-en.pdf?ua=1
- World report on ageing and health, WHO, 2015:
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/186463/1/9789240694811 eng.pdf?ua=1
- WHO Global Strategy and Action Plan on Ageing and Health: Briefing note on consultation process and web based survey, August — November 2015:
http://www.who.int/ageing/ageing-global-strategy-survey-report-en.pdf?ua=1
4. WPRO WHO
- Ageing and health in the Western Pacific Region, 2014: http://www.wpro.who.int/topics/ageing/ageing_fs.pdf?ua=1
- Regional framework for action on ageing and health in the Western Pacific (2014-2019): http://www.wpro.who.int/topics/ageing/regional framework final.pdf?ua=1
- The health of older people in selected countries of the Western Pacific Region, 2014: http://www.wpro.who.int/topics/ageing/health of older people in selected WPR countries.pdf?ua=1
5..World Bank Live Long and Prosper: Ageing in East Asia and Pacific, World Bank, 2015: https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/23133/9781464804694.pdf
6.1LO The state of social protection in ASEAN at the dawn of integration, International Labour Organization (ILO), 2015:
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---ilo-jakarta/documents/publication/wcms 428982.pdf
7. UNPFA: Population Ageing in the Pacific Islands: A Situation Analysis, UNFPA Pacific Sub-Regional Office Suva, Fiji, July 2014:
http://countryoffice.unfpa.org/pacific/drive/PopulationAgeinginthePacificlslandsASituationAnalysisReport.pdf
8. UNESCAP
- Regional Expert Forum on Population Ageing: http://www.unescap.org/events/regional-expert-forum-population-agein;
- Preparing for ageing societies in Asia and the Pacific, UNESCAP, 2013: http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/SPPS-Factsheet-ageing-v3.pdf
9. World Population Ageing, UN Report, 2015: http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/publications/pdf/ageing/WPA2015 Report.pdf
10. SDGs General Report 2016: http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/The%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals%20Report%202016.pdf
11. Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), UN, 2002:
http://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/pdfs/Madrid _plan.pdf

12. Global Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (GCPPD) Declaration and Recommendations to the G7, 2016:
http://www.afppd.org/events/event-docs/1-d&r-global-conference-of-parliamentarians-on-population-and-development-2016-dec.pdf

13. G7 Ise-Shima Vision for Global Health, 2016.
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