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Welcoming remarks

Prof. Kiyoko lkegami, Interim Executive Director, AFPPD

Prof. Ikegami welcomed the participants to the seminar. She noted that while the young
population is every nation’s future, they remain vulnerable due to various factors, which
sometimes affect their ability to plan their own life. With this as the backdrop of the seminar, she
encouraged the participants to join in the ensuing discussion after the presentations.

Opening addresses

Hon. Prof. Keizo Takemi, MP, Japan, Chair of AFPPD

Hon. Takemi, through a video message, acknowledged the participants and speakers, and wished
everyone’s safety against COVID19.

As AFPPD Chair, he underscored that youth engagement was adopted at the AFPPD General
Assembly as one of the organization’s three strategic pillars for 2021-2025.

He noted that COVID-19 had created an “inequality pandemic”, with rising disparities in and
between countries. Youth were often the heroes of the pandemic working in health care and
essential services. He recalled a success story in India where an AFPPD-member MP initiated
a youth-led social activity where more than 500 youth volunteers established a telephone
consultation/counselling system on COVID-19. These youth helped the Health Ministry
coordinate medical service providers and bridging them with the patients by utilizing unified
data-based information on available beds in medical facilities. This youth-led volunteerism
resulted in saving the lives of over 10,000 patients, 700 of whom were serious cases.

AFPPD Chair, Hon. Keizo Takemi, shares his hope for AFPPD members to be able to share good
practices highlighting youth participation in social activities to serve as inspiration for possible
adoption by other countries.

Mr. Bjorn Andersson, Regional Director, UNFPA APRO

Mr. Andersson recognized the positive role of young people in COVID-19 response in their
communities through their innovative approaches that inspire social progress and drive political
change. However, he raises concern about young people focus on supporting their families during
the pandemic, some of them get left behind. He emphasized that as inequalities are exacerbated
by the current health crisis, young people who were already vulnerable are particularly badly
impacted. In order to address this, UNFPA stepped-up its efforts in Asia and the Pacific, which
included essential information and services for sexual and reproductive health. It also worked
with youth networks to develop online portal for COVID-19 support, including on sexual and
reproductive health, family planning and HIV services in more than 20 countries in the region.

UNFPA developed helplines for gender-based violence, and mental health counselling. It
sustained its support to humanitarian actors and youth-led organizations. UNFPA and youth-led
organizations developed Youth Against COVID-19 campaign that aims to teach people worldwide
about COVID-19 and what they can do to keep their friends, families, and communities safe. Mr.
Andersson said these were a few examples of how the organisation could drive change.
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PART 1

Situation of Youth in Asia and the Pacific Region under COVID-19: Overview,

Online Schooling, Unemployment, Political participation

Ms. Nandinchimeg Magsar, Mongolia
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Ms. Magsar said the Mongolian Government introduced a range of legislation and a
comprehensive response plan worth 10 million MNT for economic recovery and health protection
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

People in Mongolia are aware of prevention strategies, and a survey showed most people are
aware of the benefits of handwashing, wearing masks and avoiding large gatherings. While youth
spent quality time with family and on self-development activities, there were downsides.

Access to health services was disrupted during lockdowns. The results of a survey showed that
during the lockdown, 23% of adolescents had insomnia, 28% had depressive symptoms and 23%
anxiety.

From February 3, 2020, all levels of education shifted to non-classroom training such as TV
lessons and online learning. This became a challenge as only three out of five students could
attend their TV lessons regularly, and 15% could not participate in their lessons for various
reasons, including a lack of TV or internet.

In total, 170 TV lessons for all subjects from Grade 1 to 12 were prepared, and 4,800 hours of
TV sessions with sign language were broadcast. UN agencies supported access to youth-friendly
health services and information through e-counselling during lockdowns, including sexual and
reproductive health, family planning, and mental help.

In partnership with the Ministry of Education and Science, the UNFPA Mongolia supported the
development of engaging and interactive health education with 14 modules produced.

Economic recovery loans of about USD 700 were offered to small and medium enterprises, and
additional funding USD175 million was allocated to implement an employment programme
targeted at the youth, including professional skills training.

Ms. Magsar recommended young people be provided with counselling and shelters for those
victims of violence. Online counselling should be expanded.



RECOMMENDATIONS

1 During the e-leaming transitin, the students’ needs in that regard should be
0 | studied and identified; the content of e-leaming programs and curicula
should be regularly reviewed and improved

RECOMMENDATIONS

Provide professional care and support to adolescents who are left alone in

/| the event of their parents or caregivers being infected and isolated in heaith

" facilities, or their death, or adolescents and children who live in orphanages

or temporary care centers, nursing homes, and for households led by
adolescents.

Provide counseling, basic services and shelter to adolescents and young
05 people who are victims of violence during the COVID-19 pandemic, and
establish a cooperation and parinerships with naticnal and international
’ organizations and NGOs in this regard.

Involve youth initiatives and engage youth NGOs, voluntary unions and
groups in COVID-18 pandemic prevention and control aclivifies o reduce
the resources and workload of the goverment and public organizations and
to explore the possibility of delegaling cerain tasks to them and
implementing these activities.

Further continue the policy of providing free services to detect, diagnose or
confirm, isclate and to treat COVID-19, and expand it in the future by
allocating additional funds.

Approve immediately and enact the regulation indicated in Provision
9.18 of Article 9 of the COVID-19 Mitigation Law_
03m 9.18 states: “The General Prosecutor, the General intelligence Agency
and the Head of National Police Agency shall jointly opprove the Regulation for
abtaining information from citizens and legal entities for the purpose of
identifying the movement of infected citizens”.

07 Continue the activities of newly online psy ing
for youth, expand the services, engage professionals, and establish their

Mr. Sangeet Kayastha, Nepal

11,032,131

vaccing doses administered

5,198,193

persons fully vaccinated

5,833,938

persons vaccinated with at
least one dose

787,828

cases

Before COVID-19, Nepal was a progressive country because it had a youth policy, and its
constitution also recognised the rights of the LGBTQ community.

However, when a high-level committee under the Prime Minister was set up to manage
COVID-19, young people were not represented, nor were there key focus areas for them.
Nevertheless, the Government and the World Bank jointly launched a project to promote youth
employment.

When the pandemic hit, a significant number of Nepali migrants lost their jobs, and many had
been forced to either go on unpaid leave or return home before their contracts were over. It is
estimated that 20% of Nepalese abroad are at-risk of being unemployed, or have not received
their wages and other benefits and are deprived of access to basic services, including health
facilities. The Government promoted the repatriation of migrant workers but at their own cost.

Schools and colleges closed in March 2020, and the Government of Nepal requested educational
institutions to subsidise academic fees. The University Grants Commission provided funding
for online classes to universities. Online classes were started, but primarily private schools and
colleges implemented this. The government educational institutions were slow to implement
relevant policies and exact plans in this respect remain unclear.

To help ease the burden of communication, the Government asked Internet service providers to
extend discount on customers’ voice and data packages. It is recommended that there should be
tax relief, and there should be a reduction in internet costs.



In terms of political participation, the COVID-19 lockdowns effectively put a stop to opportunities
for involvement.
While women and children were seen as key beneficiaries, youth were not, leaving them behind.

The Government established COVID-19 helplines and youth participation picked-up. They were
involved at the local Government and municipality level in raising awareness on COVID-19 and

vaccination programme.

International and
Domestic Migration:

In The effort to bring back migrant workers from
foreign countries were limited and very glow. The
Government should utilize the funds which were
collected from migrant workers os migrant worker
welfare funds to bring back the migrant workers
who are still stuck in other countries, as well as
utilize the funds to provide suppart for their
rehobilitotion within the country s  majority of
migrant workers ond returnee migrant workers are
young people. Similarly, the government shoulkd
maintain proper data on internal migration to
provide key support in future pandemic and
humanitarion contexts
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Overall Findings a
h Education:

The COVID-19 Pandemic showed the differences
between the private and government sectors

youth,
wmofhclbd. adolescents and )oung pannia wha

o in
ion, Thus, steps
duce the

taken by the g
between th
Many educationsl institutions did not fallow
government directives to reduce or not take the fees,
Thus, strong oction is required by the gowernment
anda proper class timekne should be imposed.

Emergency
Response and Relief:

and fimited in
oll parts of the country. Mainly i
communities, the respors

their needs was imited O

for migront workers or people nﬁects: by
COVID-19 were limitad ond not encugh in
number. Thus,

Health ‘ Ll

Youth Friendly Services should be kept os priarity.

Overall Finding

‘Information

Sharing :

The sharing of information mastly focused on
sofety meosures for COVID-1? and counting the
number of people infected and killed by COVID-
1%, Other information such as how to be mu‘\lull
healthy during the pandemic or how to get ;
was very limited. The Government should better
prioritize infi sharing and uni
amang all sectors.

Communication
and Internet:

The'

was olge @ barrier ond it offected
online education and the sharing and receiving
of information. Thus,

during such conditions as movement of
pecpie wos limited during lockdown and
communication was the only method for
educotion and information shoring (students.
pockoge were promoted jater with complex
! process)

Employment
Tax Reduction

Proper Research




Ms. Anna Marie Alhambra, Philippines

| Male . G0N Female

Philippines’ total youth population:

29.4 million or PEERIRGER]E]]

[oeJsl|EYifelg) (109 million based on

the 2020 Census)
® Age Group Women Men
'--' % 15-19 years old 5.1M 5.3M
20-24 years old 4.8M 5.0M

On March 16, 2020, the Philippines was
placed under “community quarantine”.

Two key legislations: Bayanihan To Heal as
One Act (Bayanihan 1) and Bayanihan to

The effect of the pandemic on the youth Recover as One Act (Bayanihan 2)

(15-24 years old) is glaring:
difficulty in accessing health services

mental health challenges while
trapped inside their homes

Bayanihan 1 declared a state of national
emergency over the entire country and start
of the Social Amelioration Program (SAP)

Bayanihan 2 allocated budget to reduce the
adverse impact of COVID-19 and to

loss of jobs mitigate the economic costs and losses

closure of schools and universities
and abrupt shift to distance learning

Ms. Alhambra said that a state of National Emergency was declared in March 2020, and the
Government started a programme where about 18 million low-income families in the country
received subsidies. Budget was also allocated to ameliorate the economic costs and losses of
Filipinos due to the pandemic.

Ms. Alhambra said that pre-pandemic, there was a high functional literacy rate for both males
and females, and the unemployment rate for youth was decreasing. However, high adolescent
birth rate was already a challenge and the school closures exacerbated the situation. Cases
teenage pregnancy increased, a study by the Philippine Commission on Population and
Development found. This is also attributed to the lack of access to sexual and reproductive health
services and information. Moreover, another study showed that girls fear that they will not return
to school after the pandemic.

Since the pandemic started, youth unemployment rate began to increase. It was 14.7% in July
2019 and was 22.4% in July 2020. This means that 1.7 million Filipino youth are unemployed.
During the lockdown, youth working in wholesale, retail, food service, construction,
transportation, and storage were most affected because everyone was asked to stay at home.
Highly disturbing is that there is still a 14% reduction in working hours, which means less income
and less economic activity for the youth. While there were programmes for formal and informal
workers and Filipinos working abroad, there were no specific support programmes for the youth.
There were, however, guidelines of the Department of Labour and employment on alternative
work arrangements to prevent the youth from being laid off.

The COVID-19 pandemic impacted education, and schools remained closed. As of September
2021, the Philippines is one of the only two countries globally without face-to-face classes.
The other is Venezuela. Despite the mix method of distance learning — synchronous and



asynchronous - the Department of Education’s data from October 2020 to January 2021 shows
that there was still high enrolment, and it actually increased by 6% from last year to early this
year. Distance learning involves the use of gadgets, and according to a survey, the lack of access
to these gadgets was the main reason why some students could not enrol in their schools. A
survey conducted by UNICEF indicated that parents observed that children learnt a little less
with online learning compared with face-to-face classes. Even apprenticeships and internships
were displaced, affecting the youth.

The Government provided some assistance to students in crisis by giving subsidies and
allowances for children of the poorest of the poor, and some budget for digital education,
infrastructure, and to support alternative learning modalities were allocated.

Looking at political participation pre-pandemic, the youth were highly involved in the informal
political sphere, including activism and protests; but the lockdowns affected this. Nevertheless,
because of the youth’s advanced knowledge and skills in navigating new technologies and social
media platforms, Filipino youth were able to initiate their projects — including mobilising when
there was a shortage of personal protective equipment for frontline workers in hospitals.

Youth-led organisations also initiated other events, including online webinars, to process feelings
and anxieties and share credible information on COVID-19 online to counter misinformation.

COVID-19 pandemic has posed new challenges to the youth

Two key legislations: and

Education Employment Political Participation
Social Amelioration Program With the increase in vouth As some laws on youth are still
and budget suggests that unemployment rate and the under deliberations, such as the
there is some assistance work-from-home setup, Adolescent Prevention Bill and
targeted to the youth additional budget for hill to establish a local
displaced workers may Population and Development

o address unemployment and Office, consultations with the
Guidelines on the safe policies on the alternative youth can still be conducted
reopening of schools is work arrangements are with the initiative of the
essential necessary parliamentarians and other

stakeholders

COVID-19 pandemic has posed new challenges to the youth

The country can still reap the benefits of the demographic dividend
because of the huge share of young population. This is an opportunity
to accelerate economic development.

The Philippines must accelerate investment in education, health,
employment, and in empowering the youth.




Dr. Vazirov Jamshed, Tajikistan

Youth in Tajikistan

Dr. Vazirov's methodology included a desk survey and interviews with members of parliament,
representatives of the UN Office in Tajikistan, especially the UNFPA, the Committee of Youth
and Sports — a key government institution responsible for youth policy and youth, promotion,
and development.

Youth constitutes over two-thirds of the population, and the country has a high literacy rate of
nearly 100% to 99.8%.

The economy is predominantly agriculturally driven and employs about 65% of youth of working
age. However, due to the low employment opportunities, the majority of Tajikistan’s population
sought employment abroad, mainly in the Russian Federation and other countries where they
can find jobs.

Despite strong efforts to improve the lives of youth, the COVID-19 situation had adverse effects.
The Republic of Tajikistan was a pioneer in developing a strategy for youth development. A
new strategic document for youth for the next five to 10 years is under consideration. Sadly,
COVID-19 became a major threat to the country’s education system. The country was not ready
to switch to online education, and doing so was a major challenge.

Another challenge was poor internet infrastructure. The cost of internet is very steep. As a matter
of fact, they have the most expensive internet connection, not only in the region but in the world,
considering per capita income. Thus, most of the population was not connected.

There was support from international organisations such as the Asian Development Bank, which
provided a grant of US$20 million for the youth, women, and migrant labourers in June 2020 to
improve their skills. The Japan Fund for Information and Communication likewise provided a
grant of US$1.5 million for information and communication.

Some labour migrants lost their jobs. In 2019, remittances from migrant workers accounted for
30% of the GDP, but by 2021 this had declined by half. Almost every family in Tajikistan was
affected by this loss of income.

Youth were engaged in micro, small and medium enterprises and small businesses and they
were the most affected by the pandemic. A survey showed that the slump hit 63.1% of small and
medium-sized enterprises, and many had to close. About 85% have recorded a decrease in sales
volume, and up to 25% had to temporarily suspend their activities.
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Nevertheless, the pandemic created new business opportunities. Many youths became engaged
in delivery services and home-based care, selling and sewing original reusable masks and other
online services.

The Government took unprecedented measures to fight COVID and established an anti-COVID
operational headquarters under the Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan.

In terms of support, the Government provided some economic aid to the vulnerable, and there
was some easing of taxes and interest rates.

Youth volunteer groups were established and engaged by both Government and NGOs. They
raised awareness on preventative strategies, food distribution to vulnerable families and
operating hotlines for those affected by COVID-19, including emotional or psychological support.

Dr. Jamshed said the pandemic unveiled the country’s shortcomings and unpreparedness. It was
hoped that the next round of strategic documents would reflect on the findings and lessons learnt
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Covid-19 pandemic had an amplified effect on the socie-economic candition of Tajikistan

Youth were affected due to the lack of employment opportunities and possibilities for online education
during the lockdown

Wamen headed households, disabled people, elderly people were in high risk zones during the pandemic

The Gavernment suppart was there complemented with veluntary movements of youth

The country still needs support to overcome the consequences of the pandemic, especially to protect the
youth and the vulnerable segments of the population
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PART 2:
Q & A and Discussion

Moderated by Dr. Farrukh Usmonov, APDA Japan
Questions and comments were invited from the floor.

Mr. Manmohan Sharma, Executive Secretary of IAPPD, India, noted that the problems
raised by all the speakers are common elsewhere. He added that the COVID-19 pandemic was
becoming endemic and would last longer than expected. He suggested that experts like AFPPD
and APDA keep this subject on the agenda in the longer term.

The participant from Vietnam wanted to know whether the COVID laws in Mongolia on
innovation had specific regulations or articles.

Hon. Jetn Sirathranont, MP, Thailand and AFPPD Secretary General, asked Mr
Kayastha whether the laws relating to youth organisation could mitigate COVID-19 in Nepal. He
also wanted to know how the final examinations were managed.

He also asked Dr Vazirov to respond to his comments about the impact of online learning
because he noted that children don’t only go to school to learn but also make friends and learn
to manage emotions. Could he give his opinion on the ongoing pandemic and the disruption of
schooling?

Dr. Osamu Kusumoto, Secretary-General, Executive Director, AFPPD, wanted to
know from the consultants how to prioritise these issues into a country’s policy.

Responses from the consultants:

Ms. Alhambra (Philippines) responded that parliamentarians need to consult the youth on
critical national issues and concerns. The youth can articulate which issues should be prioritised
amidst many competing priorities.

Mr. Kayastha (Nepal) said policy wasn’t sufficient. They established a National Council in
Nepal, which could get involved in different departments to manage the disease. This council
included a broad group of people, including political parties.

Regarding exams, Nepal also did not have a broad reach of technology, so exams were delayed
and written at times when there were low incidences of the pandemic.

Regarding online education, the health ministry in Bhutan published online guidelines not
to replicate or overthrow the old system but to help young people learn about sexual and
reproductive health or gender-based violence.

Dr. Vazirov (Tajikistan) said the pandemic unveiled weaknesses in policies and his country’s
approaches to crises. Tajikistan has a national development strategy until 2030, but, in his view,
it was time to reconsider the practices — not only for education but for all sectors in the country
which need to work in a coordinated fashion.

12



He agrees with the comment that the pandemic is becoming endemic, however, a crisis situation
in one country can affect the situation of other countries.

Ms.Magsar (Mongolia) enacted a COVIDmitigation law last year. In terms of education, there
were regulations to reduce the tuition prices and dormitory fees, or postpone charging for the
tuition. There is also a need to regulate and monitor online and TV education.

The COVID mitigation plan provided support for the youth by giving training and providing
lower mortgage rates for the youth. Small and medium enterprise owners and service providers

benefitted from lower interest rates.

All the presentations can be accessed in the AFPPD and APDA websites.
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Presentation: Ms. Nandinchimeg Magsar <Mongolia>

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY
REVIEW ON THE IMPACT OF
COVID-19 ON YOUTH IN

MONGOLIA

February 2021

* Two trillion MNT loan for small and medium enterprics (SME} owners and service providers
with an annusl interest rate of 3% and a three-year term,

+ 500 billion MNT ta pravids S000 youth with training programs, including acquiring
professional skills, health-educstion, and active life habits; the participants in this program
will recefve @ one Milllon MNT scholership.

= Thres trillion MNT will be sllosated for the project “Youth I, I and 111" In which districts will
b bullt In Ulaanbastar at the first stage, induding land acquisition, construction of unified
design apartments, and the offering of soft mortgages Inans,

»
& i YOUTH HEALTH
o
{\; HERL ncTs Mecording to 8 survey (Mongolia  COVID-18
- ‘household response phone survey 2020), almost
everyone knows and follows measures to prevent
P Infection; such as washing hands [344), wearlng face
 mashks {93%), awoiding handshakes [97%), and
svoiding public gatherings and events [25%).
) Access to health services was disrupted during the
Pubillc Emangency Readiness regime or lockdown.
D23 percent of adolescents reported Insomnla, 18
pement reported  depressive symptoms, and I3
. pentent reported analety.
[Adolescents' social needs are paramount; thus, thelr
" insbility to spend quality time with frien nd
peers have led io stress, depression, and poor
communieation skills.

OUTH EDUCATION

Fabruary 3, 2020, students at all levels of educational
“were shifted to non-classroom tralning activities such

and online feaming. This became @ novel and

enge for both education system workers snd for

Brily 3 out of 5 students were able to regularly attend thelr TV-
and 15% coukd not attend their lessons at all due to being
led with chores at home, the lack of TV or Internet access,
o disahility,
ople have more free time, and they can spend the time
ng with discase prevention, personal hyglene, and
it also thelr self-study skills have Improved.

‘cther hand, youth are acquiring scme negative habits as
ding long hours stering st the TV, computer, snd

screems, using the Internet and playing video games.

14

T 1% 31.9% 25%

agod Mot less aged 1530 | | aged 3554 | [ S5 | i

The population of Mongolia

is 3,296,866, and the
number of households is
897,427 according to the
2020 census. The population
of Mongolia is still young, as
32.1 percent of the overall
1, 55" population was aged under
bl 14 years, 56.3 percent was
aged 15.58 years, and 11.6
percent was aged 55 years

IN MONGOLIA
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KEY MEASURES

The Ministry of Health is organizing a “COVID-19 situation™
press conference every day, and providing the latest
Infarmation to the public on a regular basis.

#As of 2 September 2021, a total of 4,429,335 vaccine
doses have been administered.

Adolescent dlinics provided online counsaliing on issues related to
seswal and reproductive health, family planning and mental health
to young people.

The Autherity for Family, Child, and Youth Development launched two
new hotlines with professional counseling to address the psychalogical
and menta| issues faced by children and youth and the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic related measures on their daily life.

KEY MEASURES

Atotal of 170 TV-essons for all subjects from Grade 1
through to Grade 12 were filmed and prepared, and a total
ol 4,800 hours of TV sessions with sign language support
‘wearo broadcast on 15 different TV channels. TV lesson
sessions for special needs, health, non-formal and fifelong
- education

UN Agencies has supported continued access to adolescent and
‘youth-friendly health services and information through ecounseling
during the lockdown. Adolescent clinics provided online counselling
an issues related to sexual and reproductive health, family planning
and mental health to young peaple.

In partriership with the Ministry of Education and Science (MoES), the UNFPA

cov-1?

‘[' mll has supported the development of engaging, interactive content on
eaith education,

wehich Is supported by TV-based leamning. A total of 14 health
mmmmm



ECONOMIC

pile Emergancy Readiness level and the lockdown regimes
cant impact on youth employment.

IMPAL TS

| ECONOMIC
REGISTERED

UNEMPLOYED gnrdle af business slze, In mamy sectors Including
15 24"’9"‘“‘ 1 transportation, haspltabty and taurism, trade and
m"‘aﬂfg’ ey . , e production volumes and number of costumers

I raduced, causing significant decline In Income and

WBHY L AEA . Particularly, small and medium enterprises and service
Y wre facing such chalienges, sometimes belng forced to
gy brupt or lay aff their workers.
e ' .nrne:l f people aged 15-34 constitute 45 percent of Mongolla's
3es%) 1 39.0%) |

p8 population. As of December 2020, the total number
unemployed people nationwide ks disaggregated by
follows: 15-24 years old — 6,500 (35.6 percent]; 15-

for the majority of unemployed people.

LOW INCOME

KEY MEASURES

mmdmﬂmmmmwlmmm
Youth Development Centers) provide information, training,
d Intervention activities, counseling, and services to support
‘adolescant and youth personal developmant, health, education,
‘employment, and access to a safe environment to develop.
Considering the COVID-19 pandemic situation, these institutions
_eonduct most activitles through social media and websites,

frillion MNT (700 M USD] loan for small and medium entarprise (SME)
and service providers with an annual interest rate of 3% and a
three-year term.
P2 500 hillion MNT {175 M USD) to provids 5000 youth with employment training
. programs, Including acquiring professional sidlls, health education, and active life
habits; the participants in this program will receive a one Million MNT
scholarship.

covn-1?

e

CONCLUSIONS

I * Based on e experience degling with the COVID-19 pandamic over he pest year, It can be
concluded that many Mangoliens, especilly young pecple, do not have enough capabiliies
and rasources to cope with wide-ranging emergencies, includng naiural disastors and
pandemics, and there is a lack of resilience.
Marny chiildran and young peopla in Mongalia and
wducaion can be sbtained from a distance andlor onfne, Mmmammdwla
" personal good pracioes and useful habits refaled to e-leming. However, the transition o
|

distance e-Jeaming wes not smooth for &ll: children of remote erders of from ow-income
families without sccess fo the Intermet or computers cannct equaly particpate in such distance

lesming.
. ﬂunm!tpu'mﬂcoico\ﬂl)-m has several unique festures and shows that in overcoming
not ondy the health sector
in marty areas,

recevery polcy

akm ll.llw--u i
incheding the sconormy, employment, and social security, am important
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Prowide profassional care and support to adolessents wha are Ieft alona in
04 e avant of hair parents or caregivers being infected and |solated in haalth

facilities, or their death, or adolescaris and chidren who live in orphanages
of lemporary care ceners, nursing homes, end for households led by
adolescunts.

Provide counsoling, basic senicos and shaltar to adolesconts and young
05 pecple who are vicima of vioknce during the COVID-18 pandarric, and
establish a cooperation and parinesships with national and international
arganizatione and NGOe in this regard.
Invalve youlh inilistivess and engage youth NGOs, volunlary unions and
06 groups In COVID-S pandemic Mnnmmmmhmum

the resources and workdoad of the g and public
mmmmswmwmmmmmw
impiomanting thesa actiti

Contnue the activiies of newly
07 for youth, expand the mmwmlmamwmm
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KEY MEASURES

{through Youth Development Centers} provide information, training,
Wumwm and services to support

‘employment, and access to a safe environment to develop.
Considering the

COVID-19 pandemic situation, these institutions
_eonduct most activitles through social media and websites,

Two trillion MNT (700 M USD) loan for small and medium entarprise (SME)
: ers and service providers with an annual interest rate of 3% and a
three-year term.

p" 500 billion MNT {175 M USD) to provide 5000 youth with employment training

programs, Including acquiring professional sidlls, health education, and active life
habits; the participants in this program will receive a one Million MNT
scholarship.

CONCLUSIONS

= The Government af Mongolla adopted and armeﬂm COVID-12 Mitigation Lew in the beginning
stages of ] Thie Law the izsue of youth education, imhmg. and
tuition fees. Based on this law as the legislafive related decrees

I enacted to provent the spread of COVID-19, and to croate favorable condiians for the D@ﬂllaﬂu\.

induding young people, to deal with the new situation, as well as to provide cerlain assstance and
suppart o businesses,
. ﬂ‘h:lngmlammalﬂudlﬂgm[nbt,:hrﬂrg
' umhmlnam.ormﬂi\lgbmm 1he Mengoli
i

measures to support youth employment, nsmd%mhmﬂhaﬂmmmﬂh
ailocating 500 bition MNT for thés purpese and 3 trillion MNT in soft loans for young families.

= 5o far there are no instances of awvgyumhﬂﬁ()suﬂuahmﬂammn
officialy share the ing in the fight pangemic.
Hewaver, sevaral youth NGOs i ewr and e halg

paar, vulnerabls fFrilies and children in challanging corditions.

» Diring he COVID-19 pandisric, few sefiols human rights velatiens in Mangelia ware repored
because of the lack of between e agencies at all levels, lacx of

af and decision making, and the siow

CDWIN-18 m=——===r=

RECOMMENDATIONS

Durning the e-earning transiion, the students" neede in that regard should be
01wwlmm;mmmurmmwwmnwmw
should ba regularty and improved.

Further canfinue the policy of providing free senvices o defect, dagnase ar
0 senfirm, solate and fo reat COVID-19, and axpand it in the futurs by
allocating addiional funds.

Approve inmedistely and enact the regulation indicated in Provision
.18 of Article 9 of the COVID-1% Mitigation Law.
namsmm “The Generai Frosecutas the General ntefipence Agency
and the Head af Naticnal Police
Mummmmmwmsm:mmmﬂ
iderrifying the movement af infected tirerns”
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Policy review on the impact of COVID-19
among Young People in Nepal

Sangeet Kayastha

Coordinator, ¥-PEER Asio Pacific Center, Thailand
Carnissiener, High Level Cx in ICPD25, Glabal

11,032,131

vancine doses acminstered

5,198,193

parsons by vacenalad

5,833,938
st o s

787,828

Key Findings

#The National Youth Policy of Nepal was promulgated in 2009 and was then reformed
in 2015 to ensure youth development.

#Youth Vision: 2025° was approved on 5th Oct 2015 by the Council of
Ministers of the Nepal government.

#Articles 18.2 and 51.) (7) of the itution contain p for youth rights
relating to participation and empowerment in Mepal, as well as protection from
discrimination.

Key Findings

<Nepal>

1.0verview

2. Methodology and Limitations

3. Key Findings

4. Invalvement of Young Pepple

5. Recommendation of the Study

Key Findings

#MNational Youth Council Act, 2072(2015) was adopted at the initiative of the Ministry of
Youth and Sports

#However, the age of Youth in Nepal remains 16 and 40 years of age, which accounts
for over 40.3 per cent of the country's population, according to the Population and
Housing Census Report of 2011,

Key Findings

#The Nepal Government formed a High-level Coordination Committee on 25th
February 2020 under the leadership of the Deputy Prime Minister to coordinate the
preparedness and response efforts, (Youths - 0)

#A sub-committee was also formed (Include few young people)

#Youth Employ T fe ion Initiative’ project was jointly
launched on July 20,2020 aligned with the Frime Minister Employment
Program and World Bank,

16

#MNo specific policies have been formulated particularly for youth during the
COVID-19 crisis,

#0n 20 August 2021, a new high-level committee led by the Minister of
State for Health was established to deal with both Covid-19 and non-Covid
cases with not much clear focus on Youth.



Key Findings

Date:

The only specific data linking
COVID19 and Youth

e i
e I I I I Source : MOHP, Nepal
iy - l . . -_— m-

" ot

Steps taken by the National Government to
reduce Impact of COVID-19 on young people

A.Education

- In response to COVID-19, the Nepal g 1t all ics, and schools
and colleges were closed fram 18th March 2020

- The Government also that ed i fees
for the year but are not completely regulated Decision

The Univarsity Grants Commission of Nepal provided an amount for online classes to 300
bodies of 11 Universities across the country. A number of NRs. 146.25 million has been
provided to 112 bodies of Tribhuvan University while Rs. 1.5 milllon hos been distributed to
varicus bodles of other for online education during the pandemic,

—
—

Steps taken by the National Government to
reduce Impact of COVID-19 on young people
B t and i

Steps taken by the National Government ﬂ
to reduce Impact of COVID-192 on young "
people

-Youth Friendly Heolth Services ond Services such os Counselling , Abortion Centers were
closed due to lockdown

-In Major hospitals, the regular SRHR checkup i ing the dep linking SRHR
and other issues werereduced incopacity er closed

-The suicide rateincreased by 20-30 percent after the lockdown was imposed including
increass in youth,

-Maost focus was aworeness and announcementn public, national media aond social
medio was on COVIDY and other issues were left untouched.

Steps taken by the National
Government to reduce Impact of
COVID-19 on young people

A Education
= Other L such as 1 i thir Jemic year
despite ictil using 1) whereoas, ot others, such as Purbonchal University

ond Uni , the and exams

- A gimilar for pr o hools existed. from
Schoaols were more affected as very few government schools moved tonline Education Due to
lack of access to ICT materials and internet focilities. many young pecple especially, marginalizes

and young people fiving in it wara highly !
—

Steps taken by the National Government to
reduce Impact of COVID-19 on young people

Steps taken by the National Government to
reduce Impact of COVID-19 on young people ]
D. Awareness and Sanitization

-Most focus was on COVIDIF interms of awareness but less on mental

health, GBV, Online Education, Others '

-Helpline numbers related to COVIDI? was promeoted by Government and
many organisations.

~Similarly, Mental Health Hotline was p by many isatior



Involvement of Young People During

Covid19? by

By Government The Ministry of Youth and Sports mobilized 1473 youth for sprecding
including Local awareness of COVID-19.

Govemmant Local Municipalities alse invelved youth valunteers ta raise

,{*}._ awarensss on COVIDI9,

By UN Agencies in UNDP mobilized over 50 youth volunteers under its COVID-19

Mepal Response Initiative.

@ Organising Webinars and awareness thraugh seclal media,

Overall Findings &
International and Emergency
Domestic Migration: [2EE sl e lale M2 G

In The sffort to bring back migrant workers from
foralgn countries were limited and very slow. The
Government should utilize the funds which were
collectad from migrant workers os migrant worker
welfare funds to bring bock the migrant warkers
‘whao are still stuck in other countries. as well as
utilize the funds to provide support for their
rehabilitation within the country os o mojority of
migrant workers nd returnes migrant warkers are
young people. Similarly, the government should
maintain proper data on internal migration to
provide key support in future pondemicond
hurnanitarion contexts.

d limited in

Qverall Findings a
i-'a Education:

batwaan v o

Including d

ar ¥ a youth,
were affectad, odolescents and young people whe

comparisan t private sector education. Thus, stegs
should be taken by the government to reduce the
differences Detwaen the education sectors.

Many jonal i ions did

government directives to reduce or not toke the fees.
Thus, strong action is required by the govarnmant
and a proper class timaline should ba impossd.

Friendly Services should be kept as pricrity.

Thanks to participants
and organisers !!

Sangeet Kayastha

Koyastho@sangeet.com.np
@Songeetkayastha
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Involvement of Young People During

Covid19 by

By Civil Society and More Visible ond Diverse beyond Covidl? Awareness

Youth

_Brganisations Raising Awareness in Mental Health
(]

o} Raising Awarness on Gender Based Voilence and other issues

Individuals ond Food Distributions

others

Others

Ip

Overall Findings a

Communication
and Internet:

Information
Sharing :

The sharing of information mostly focused an
safety measures for COVID-1% and counting the :
number of peopls infected and killed by COVID-
19. Other informetion such as how to be mentall
healthy during the pandemic or how to get relie
wae very limited. The Government should better
ioritize i ion sharing and unif i

amang all sectors.

Overall Finding

Employment

Tax Reduction

Proper Research




Presentation: Ms. Anna Marie Alhambra <Philippines>

24 SEPTEMBER 2021

Introduction

THE PHILIFPINES HAS REAFFIRMED ITS IN MARCH 16, 2020, THE COUNTRY
COMMITMENT TO THE GOALS OF ICFD 1N WAS PLACED UNDER "COMMUNITY
201%. QUARANTIMNE",
Tull implernentation of laws on reproductive The effect of the sandenic on the yauth
and universal health care {15-24 yaars old) is glaring:
i H H ili H - Intensify efforts to reach the demographic « difficulty in accessing health services
Situation of Youth in the Philippines plii 2 mentatbealth chalenges whie
i - improve the ecanamic canditions of the trappad inside their homes
Under the COVID_lg pandemlc cauntry + lossef jobs
- increase imvestment on reproductive health + clasure of schools and universities
care and other Interventions and abrupt shift to distance learning

Anna Marie V. Alhambra, M.5c

e R e Philippines’ total youth population:
1 29.4 million or the total
ey (109 million based on
the 2020 Census)

OVERVIEW

15-19 years old 5.1M 5.9M

20-24 years old 4.8M 5.0M

The Philippines has a young population.

Has high adolescent birth rate
- High literacy rate for both male and females

Youth unemployment is decreasing E D U CAT! O N

But 14.7% of youth belong to poor families in 2018

The Philippines remain cne of the two countries
without face-to-face classes,

Schools remain closed
in the Philippines.
Still high enrollment, at 87 percent in Movember 2020
- Majority (80 percent) are in modular distance leaning
& in 10 students use devices

The delivery of education is
mainly remote or distance
learning—online, madular, or
blended learning. L X . . .
Barriers in remote learning: costs of prepaid load, internet connectivity
issues, having old gadgets, gadget sharing in the household, household
chores

19



The Philippines remain cne of the two countries
without face-to-face classes,

~

Increased in anxiety among adolescents during the pandemic J '
- School closure contributes to teenage pregnancy

EMPLOYMENT

Young girls became wul le to unintended preg v with the lack of
protective setting of the school along with the limited access to SRH and
education

Youth are often put in vulnerable position due to lack
Youth unemployment of job tenure
rate increasad by half.
MILLIONS UNEMPLOYED 27 percent of the youth employment population are unemployed in

IN THE PHILIPPINES 2020

Most affected youth are from wholesale, retail, food service,
construction, transportation and storage

14 percent reduction of youth's working hours

75 percent of apprenticeships and internships, mostly for the youth, are
entirely displaced

From 14.7 percent in July
2019, youth unemployment
rate increased to 22.4
percent in July 2020.

1.7 million youth Filipinos
are unemployed.

4. — R
PO LIT' CA!— PART[C' PATI O N ...youth are more inclined to participate in informal

political processes. Activism, protests and campaigns
are common avenues; youth are often driving forces
behind reform movements.” (UNDP, 2015, p.12)

Youth has been active in voluntesr organizations and
Mobility restrictions affected in online spaces.
youth participation.
youth leaders initiated their own relief efforts

But youth's advanced - youth-led organizations also help address the difficulty in accessing
knowledge and skills in reproductive health commedities (i.e., condoms) and conducted
navigating new technologies, webinars

the Internet, and enline in online spaces, youth also sheared their opinions and address
platforms and applications misinformation

anpears o serve as their as restrictions slowly eased, activism in the streets become visible again
advantage during the

pandemic
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Presentation: Dr. Vazirov Jamshed <Tajikistan>

Online Seminar on the Impact of COVID-19
Pandemic on Youth

Engaging youth in managing the impact of Covid-19 in
TANKISTAN

Methodology of review

o
T ) R

- offichal ata e publichy asakie
Iohareius:
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Intervews with the LINF% Prrgect Dfficers m Tjiistan
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R L T I i ST

Youth in Tajikistan
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Contents

1. Methodology

1. Situation of youth in Tajikistan
2. Online schooling

3. Unemplayment

4. Political participation

Overview: Situation of youth in
Tajikistan
Wouth aged under 30 constitute two thirds of the country's peputaticn

The economy riculture driven and emplays 65% of working age youth
Due ta low employment opaortunities, majerity of youth seek employment abroad
The Gowerrment undertakes measures 1o sUpport the youth and works on ereating the conducive pedey,

'.me Ll s are! the Law of ublic OfTa jikstan "On Youth and P 11 “outh Palicy® dated Jul
H I:Et & Law of the Repu ?‘edefgll stan "0 Vol ||nheerm:||vltlgsq et m.eryJS a1
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Situation of youth in Tajikistan
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Status of Covid-19 cases in TJK

COVID-19 Cases
in Tajikistan
(February 2021)

Recovered
Total - 13.308 Death-90 13.218(93.3%

Political participation: Regulatory
framework

i 19 was oficisl rcogrinod by the Govemmart ie &prd 2020

178 SverITRIE reak anprecodenied medcued oo DB Cold L enaglatng e Al Lo Coeranona Heatguanes unzarhe
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Youth participation in fighting Covid-19

The Youth initiative groups were established across the country and took active participation in fighting
Covid-19. They were engaged by the Government and non-government arganizations in:

Spreading the protectwa and sanitary (tems in public places

raising at schoob,

1

2 and public places
3. Distriuting food Items to most vidnarsble famikes

4

5

Operating hatlines to consult the infected pessle

Helping elderly and disabled to meet their dally needs In shopping, paying bills, cleaning houses,
ete.

Conclusion

The Cavid-19 pandemic had an ampidied effect on the soco-economic condition of Tajikistan

wouth t dup to the lack of employment oppartunities and possibéties for orline education
e alepta PHTEE e ”

Woman headed housahalds, disabled peopl, sidedy prapla wes in high risk ones duning the pandemic

support was there eomipl d with veduritary mavements of yeuth

The gaisngry sill o ) ime the consequences of the pandeisc, esgecially Lo proect the
iR A
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Unemployment
g;%{lhgg gfanMdlg%E.Sm? a??.hMEdﬁad mwtig mm (MSMEs] reparted of being affected

85% reported of decrease in the volume of sales of goods and services, and 25% were forced
o Iemporaﬂlv suspend their activities

v levels have inci icalty

The pandemu& mjce':':grdr?ﬁw hushness opparturities where "‘ﬁ"r‘r“‘.,‘“ﬁ”ﬁtﬂ‘ in urban areas

ased culinary, sewing reusabl other enline

Political participation: Economic
support

L6 billien Someni of additional furds wene allocated froem state budget to the health sactar f
nm:lgasngn egstines and mesdical equipment, stabiushmg TEmparary Pospita ird Supparting & hesith

Far full and timety remvw OLEDOIE infactad with COMD-19 in the country, mare than 30 hospiats with

7,000 bed prE te dectors anid medical warkers were mobdized. Additionally, 16,000 beds

wara install madical nstutions

&5u,m ordes 1 support vul in society Lam and eredit benefits
il rd lan payments were prosided far a ekl Teg e e Lt

In 2001), to mitigats the im

mgacts of tha pandemic, tha countr's cradt indtitutions providod low intorast
o in the Bt o123 Somani for 265000 clients, whils the industrial sector was arovded with
loans of over 4 tliion somoni,

Tt irnprowve the socal onditions of the ulam asarse embar 1, 2020, pensicns, wages of public
:e:mrm el SonIAIEIDS wers eledie Ei E‘uullawe e s Bl and Fitar

546, i
nel we-lemcreased by 108, and pensions of the. uarlous groups of disabled people increased IUL

Thank you for your attention



Programme

Online Seminar on the Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Youth

12:00 - 13:40 (Tokyo time)

24 September (Friday) 2021

Welcoming Remarks
Prof. Kiyoko lkegami, Interim Executive Director, AFPPD
Opening
12:00-12:10 Opening Addresses
Hon. Prof. Keizo Takemi, MP, Japan, Chair of AFPPD <video message>
Mr. Bjorn Andersson, Regional Director, UNFPA APRO
Photo Session
Moderator : Dr. Farrukh Usmonov, APDA
Part 1: Situation of Youth in Asia and the Pacific Region under
COVID-19:
Overview, Online Schooling, Unemployment, Political participation
12:10-13:10
Presenter: (15 min. each)
1)<Mongolia> Ms. Nandinchimeg Magsar, Consultant
2)<Nepal> Mr. Sangeet Kayastha, Programme, Consultant
3)<Philippines> Ms. Anna Marie Alhambra, Consultant
4)<Tajikistan> Dr. Vazirov Jamshed, Consultant
13:10-13:40 | Part 2: Q & A/ Discussion
13:40 Closing Remarks

Rapporteur: Ms. Nenita Dalde, Manager of Advocacy and Partnership of PLCPD
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Presenter
13 [Mongolia |Ms. Nandinchimeg Consultant
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