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Founded: March, 1982

Member countries: 33 (including Associates)
Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Cambodia, China, Cook Islands, India, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kirghiz, Lao
PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal,
New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Korea, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan,
Thailand, East Timor, Tonga, Tuvalu, Viet
Nam, Fiji, Myanmar, Kiribati

Objectives:

Striving to realize healthy lives and wellness
of humankind, and to pursue SDGs by con-
structive activities on population and devel-
opment issues based on technical knowledge
and skills, and strengthened mutual network
of National Committees of Parliamentarians
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Theme:
Healthy and Active Ageing, Investment in
Youth, Gender Equality and Women Empow-
erment

Chair:

Honorable Professor Keizo Takemi, Member
of the House of Councilors, Executive Direc-
tor of JPFP .

Decision Making Bodies:
Executive Committee, General Assembly (or-
ganization chart)



Hub for the Activities of Parliamentar-
ians in Asia-Pacific Region

Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development (AFPPD) is a broad network of 33 (as of
January, 2022) National Committees (hereafter called
NCs) consisted of parliamentarians in the Asia-Pacific and
Central-Asia regions. AFPPD serves as a forum to recom-
mend and coordinate policies with the goal of creating a
better future for all human beings in the regions, espe-
cially vulnerable people including women, children and
youth, and the ageing population. AFPPD’ organizes par-
liamentarians’ meetings and seminars for over 10 times
a year based on the adopted activity plan at the General
Assembly, funded by multi-stakeholders including United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

The cornerstone of AFPPD’s policy advocacy is the inter-
national instruments including the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination Violence against Women
(CEDAW) of 1979, the International Conference on Pop-
ulation and Development and its Programme of Action
(ICPD PoA) adopted in 1994, the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), and the Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) of 2000-2015, which
transitioned to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
from 2016-2030. AFPPD aims to serve
as a uniting hub to ensure the con-
crete, context-specific national targets
in the Asia-Pacific Region.

In 2010, AFPPD was awarded the Unit-
ed Nations Population Award, in recog- i
nition for its continuing activities. —

Nurturing an enabling environment
for advocacy

A brainchild of progressive parliamentarians who partic-
ipated in the Asian Conference of Parliamentarians on
Population and Development held in October 1981 in
Beijing, China. AFPPD was initially formed as a forum to
mainstream population and development in all levels of
policymaking within the countries of its parliamentarian
members, as well as in the region. To sustain its opera-
tions towards meaningful intervention, a secretariat was
set up to serve as its legal and financial backbone. Subse-
quently, the Ad-hoc Executive Committee of the Asian Fo-
rum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development
was formed, giving birth to the establishment of AFPPD
in New Delhi, India in March 1982.

Since its foundation, AFPPD has served as a robust venue
for exchanges in advocacy experiences and best prac-
tices in serving vulnerable segments of the population
including women, youth, and the ageing population.
Especially under the complicated COVID-19 pandemic
situation since 2019, we commonly recognized the fact
that vulnerable populations are severely affected, and
every country has worked diligently to find the solutions.
Based on these efforts, we continue working with the UN,
international organizations and civil societies to relieve
suffering and to create better lives.

In response to requests from member countries, our re-
cent activities have included hosting several seminars for
improving communication skills among parliamentarians
and the secretariat. We have also created and provided a
handbook concerning specific actions. Furthermore, we
have provided monitoring/evaluation seminars to mea-
sure the results of these efforts, which were well received
by the participants. AFPPD will continue to provide skill
development seminars specifically designed for parlia-
mentarians to respond to participating NCs and parlia-
mentarians’ requests.

Overcoming barriers, forging stronger
partnerships

In early 2020, AFPPD Secretariat has moved into the of-
fice of the sister-organization, APDA (Asian Population
and Development Association) in Tokyo, and has been
aiming to revitalize its structure. At the same time, chal-
lenges were brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.
AFPPD quickly adopted ways to continue mobilizing
parliamentarians, government and multi-stakeholder
partnership through virtual seminars and organizational
meetings.

The competition for financial and technical support from
the government, bilateral and multilateral agencies, as
well as media and critical social movement’s attention,
are heightened presently. AFPPD will continue working to
clarify numerous subjects widespread in the Asian region,
and aiming to build a no-one-left-behind society: AFPPD
is committed to continue serving its strategic role as a
parliamentarians’ forum for population and development
advocacy.
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