Feedback Survey for Online Seminar on Ageing under the
COVID-19 Pandemic

The Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD)

This feedback survey was conducted following up on the online seminar held in December 16, 2020 on
“Ageing under the COVID 19 Pandemic.” The survey was intended to assess the usefulness of the seminar in view
of AFPPD’s objectives and seminar contents (in needs and timeliness) as well as needed improvements to
stimulate interests in future AFPPD activities.
The survey compilation reveals an overall positive view on the seminar. The seminar is regarded as--useful
particularly in terms of reactivation of AFPPD and responses to COVID-19. The respondents expressed their
interest in continuing with the same issue (Ageing, particularly under the COVID-19) as the focus of AFPPD’s
activities. The survey indicates that the seminar was useful in terms of formulation of policies and legislations,
but further discussion and more information are necessary to strengthen the governments’ accountability and
commitments.
The presentation of Life-Cycle Approach is viewed as useful, and the respondents are willing to
disseminate the video (Note: some countries respondents are awaiting the availability of video.)
The survey also indicates that an important role for AFPPD to play is that of “platform” for knowledge
sharing, especially as concerns the best practice and the facilitation of capacity-building for communication and
media relations.
The written comments at the end of the survey confirmed the usefulness of the seminar as well as the
expectation and hope that AFPPD would play a vital role in network-building and peer-to-peer learning among
Asian parliamentarians.
The survey was framed in three parts: the first section was for logistics (Question 1-3), the second section
(Question 4-14) was for the seminar, and the third section (Question 15-17) was for future activities.
The number of responses was rather limited: 13 responses were received, out of which five were from
Japan; two were from the Philippines, and the rest is from 6 countries (India, South Korea, Cambodia, Kazakhstan,
China, and Mongolia). The roles of these respondents are identified as:
Role of the Seminar
Presenter
Organizer
Supporter
Participant
Other

No. of
Respondents
4
3
1
4
1

Section 1 (Logistics):
•

The length of the seminar of 3 hours (Q1) was, generally considered to be “just right,” but a few
participants thought it could be shortened to approximately two hours.

•

All responses had relatively good internet connections (Q2), but some experienced minor interruptions.
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•

Concerning “opportunities for interaction” (Q3), there were mixed reviews. While close to 70% of
respondents expressed satisfaction, agreeing that the seminar provided a good opportunity for
interaction among participants, a little over 30% of respondents indicated somewhat limited interactionopportunities during the seminar.

Section 2 (Seminar Contents)
•

In terms of reactivating AFPPD activities (Q4), the seminar was successful--with all respondents viewing
it as either “very useful” or “useful.”

•

However, positive responses somewhat diminished in terms of the seminar’s efficacy in establishing
AFPPD in view of its objectives: (1) to establish itself as an effective peer-to-peer learning and
knowledge-sharing platform (Q5); (2) to catalyze global health governance, as well as future governance
structures, related to population issues (Q6).

•

As for the Ageing issues (Q7-10), in terms of policy and legislative formulation, the seminar was viewed
as either “useful” or “very useful” (12 out of 13 responses), with positive views slightly decreasing in
terms of government commitment and implementation.

•

To improve the lives of the Aged (Q10): improving service quality and government measures in response
to emergencies were considered the top priorities.

•

The presentation of “the Life-Cycle Approach” (Q11-14) was regarded as either “useful” or “very useful”
in terms of applicability to Ageing issues and to national development. Almost all respondents have
committed to disseminating the video in accordance with the specific means described in the answer to
Q14.

Section 3 (Future Activities)
•

As for focusing AFPPD’s activities (Q15): Sharing “Best Practice” information is regarded as most
important, and “Facilitating the Network” as second most important.

•

For this year (Q16), Ageing is regarded as the first thematic area on which to focus, followed by Youth
and Gender.

•

The top three more specific issues for this year’s focus were: 1) Continuation of Ageing under the
COVID-19 Pandemic; 2) Age Social Welfare and 3) Youth Education.

•

For capacity-building activities (Q17), “Communication and Media Skills” and “Project Management
Skills and Knowledge“ were regarded as the top two activities on which AFPPD ought to focus.
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The responses to each question are presented below:
1. Seminar Duration (choose one of the following)

2.

Internet Connection:

3. Opportunities for interaction among participants:
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4. For uniting and strengthening the basis for reactivating AFPPD activities:

5. For establishing AFPPD as an effective peer-to-peer learning and knowledge- sharing platform:

6. For catalyzing global health governance, as well as future governance structures related to population
issues:
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7. In terms of advocating for and formulating and amending policies and legislation for an ageing
population:

8. In terms of holding governments accountable for their commitment and implementation of ageing
issues in one’s own or an affiliated country:

9. In terms of better understanding ageing issues during COVID 19:
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10. Among the issues listed below, choose two priorities that are most likely to improve the lives of the
Aged in your country:
Transitioning from traditional family care to modern,
computerized Aged-care
Addressing the issue of abuse, violence and
discrimination against the Aged
Providing employment and pension for elderly persons
Mobilizing volunteers and communities to best address
Aged-care
Government measures to assist the elderly in emergency
situations (such as COVID-19)
Improving the quality of services to the elderly
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11. For better understanding the definition of “The Life-Cycle Approach” and its applicability to ageing
issues:

12. For incorporating “The Life-Cycle Approach” to a national development plan/strategy/program in
one’s own or an affiliated country:
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13. Are you going to disseminate the video in your country?

14. If your answer to the above question is “Yes,” kindly describe your plan:
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15. Choose one of the following activities where you would like to see more focus:

Sharing of Best Practices

5%
20%
45%
30%

Facilitating the network at
the national, regional and
global levels
Capacity Building for the
design of policy and
strategy

Advocating for increased
financial resources

16. Choose one of the following themes that AFPPD should work on for this year:

INTEREST IN 3 THEMATIC AREAS
Gender
Ageing

Youth
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Interests among Ageing Issues
Continuation of Ageing
under COVID-19
Pandemic

8%
15%

Social Welfare

58%

19%

Health and Active
Ageing
Elderly Abuse

Interests among Youth Issues

32%

36%

Life Skills and
Comprehensive
Sexuality Education

Participation

32%
Education Emplyment

Interests among Gender Issues
Political Participation

13%
31%
19%

37%

Elimination of Violence
Against Women and
Girls
Family Planning

Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights (SRHR)
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17. In order to strengthen the capacity of individual parliamentarians and to enhance the National

Project Management Skills and Knowledge,
including Legislative and Financial support

Data Collection
Monitoring (and Evaluation) for the
implementation of the Nairobi Commitments ICPD
Program of Action
Communication and Media Skills

Technical Knowledge of the Population/SRHR/GBV
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18. Committee in each of the member countries, choose two of the following capacity-building activities
on which to focus:
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